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ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


PORTUGAL ACCUSED BY LUANDA--A State Radio commentary recently accused Portugal 
of harbouring elements hostile to the Luanda regime. The commentary said Lis- 
bon was the headquarters of "an organisation calling itself the Angolan Na- 

tional Convergence; its aims were to unite Angolan and foreign forces to over- 
throw the Angolan Government.” [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3426, 11 Apr 


83 p 915] 


THIRD MEETING WITH SA--Paulo Jorge, the Foreign Minister, said recently that 
"doors are open for a third meeting between Angola and South Africa." [The 
first two meetings took place on the Cape Verdian island of Sal. The second 
meeting did not achieve much because Pretoria sent a lower level de:egation 
than Luanda had expected.] Jorge said Angola expected the South Africa auth- 
orities to declare at what level they wanted to continue negotiating. [London 
WEST AFRICA in English No 3426, 11 Apr 83 p 915] 


DEPUTIES OFFICE TERM EXTENDED--Because of the "inadvisability of holding elec- 
tions in 1983", as planned, the People's Assembly has decided to extend the 
term of office of its deputies to 1986. Among the factors cited in the Presi- 
dential resolution announcing the decision were "the troubled political and 
military situation" and "the inadequacy of the services involved in the iden- 
tification and the census of the entire population." [London WEST AFRICA in 


English No 3426, 11 Apr 83 p 915] 


CSO: 3400/1205 














SLOW RETURN TO CIVIL WAR VIEWED AS LIKELY 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3423, 21 Mar 83 p 707 


{Text ] 


SHC’ ULD ONE TAKE seriously the new reports from 
Chad that forces opposed to President Hissen Habré have 
been making military gains in the far north of the country? 
Are these simply dissidents nibbling at the edges of 
Habré’s ramshackle domain, or is this the beginning of a 
new movement that may ultimately call into question once 
again the tired issued of power in Ndjamena? 

Those who have been pronouncing the war over, and 
who, whatever their opinion of Hissen Habré and his 
methods for obtaining power, have turned their attention 
to the possibility of reconstruction in that ill-used country, 
will be seriously dismayed if the latter proves to be true. 
Chad has clearly seen more than its share of conflict and 
suffering. On top of years of conflict, culminating in three 
particularly bloody years of outright civil war, has come a 
new pressing problem of drought. Even as new claims of 
fighting were being made, the FAO announced that it had 
been given over $10m. by the Italians for drought relief in 
Chad, and others are already assisting; funds are also 
mobilised for reconstruction. The return of .a reported 
100,000 Chadians expelled from Nigeria has also added to 
the problems. 

The drought inevitably affects the area where the 
fighting has been most evident (indeed there is a strong 
inter-relationship). When you examine the FAO grant, 
and note that. four-fifths of the emergency aid is going on 
the purchase of 110 lorries (for food distribution) plus 
spare parts and maintenance workshops, you cannot but 
wonder what military use might be made of such an 
‘automobile park”’ should it fall into the wrong hands. 

So, for all sorts of reasons, fears that a new round of 
fighting may be beginning, need to be examined very 
seriously. We do know that the Libyans have never left 
the Aouzou strip — 100km. wide band across the north of 
Chad just over the Libyan border. From there Bardai, in 
the heart of the intractable Tibesti mountains, is very 
close, and it lies in the heart of Toubou country (i.e. 
Goukhouni loyalists). Thus, when the former GUNT 
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(transitional government) President set up his government 
in exile there last October, few eyebrows were raised. For 
many it was notional, and his own presence there, let 
alone that of his fellow exile Col. Kamougué, a southerner 
out of his element in the Sahara wastes, was discounted. 


Since the collapse of Tripoli 2 (the abortive OAU 
summit) in November on the Chad issue — an indication 
of the importance of Chad in Libyan domestic politics — it 
seemed certain that a new military initiative could be 
expected from the Goukhouni-Kamougué alliance, with 
Libyan support. The nature of that support is the subject 
of conflicting reports, and we cannot know from a 
distance whether it extends to much more than arms and 
logistics. Facho Balam’s claim that General Djogo and a 
hard-core of southern officers are in charge of .\¢ 
anti-Habré fcrces may confirm reports that more south- 
erners fled with Kamougué than had been 1°: Sught. 
~ At all events, a handful of military successes in the 
north are now confirmed, and familiar names are begin- 
ning to filter through once again on the wires. There are 
also suggestions of activity along the southern border, 
although intensive talks with the Centrafricans, accompa- 
nied by diplomatic pressure on Bangui not to engage in 
any adventures, should limit the possibilities of a southern 
front actually being opened. 

How far is Libya prepared to go? It was said in 1981, 
that the ease with which Libya was persuaded to withdraw 
was because of the high cost in money and men of the 
operation. How much more might this apply in this age of 
oil glut? Any full-scale military operation is therefore 
reckoned unlikely, although face has still to be sav *d, and 
the recent peace initiative, in which Libyan envoys went 
to Chad, and Chadians to Libya, and a strategic pact was 
proposed, has all the hallmark of Gaddafi’s style (talk 
peace while stepping up fighting). 

Apart from Libya, Goukhouni and co. clearly have 
little international support, for the time being. The short 
shrift their delegation received on trying to attend the 
non-aligned meeting in New Delhi was a measure of the 
boredom the international community with Chadian 
quarrels, which are without ideological significance, and 
only attain importance because too many people outside 
have been willing to dabble in Chad. The French, whose 
influence with either side now must be small, may at least 
have learnt wisdom. 

The question is, will Habré be able to obtain support 
from the Sudanese-Egyptian alliance which was in- 
strumental in providing the support he needed to climb to 
power? Behind this question is the continuing US obses- 
sion with Libya (in which framework Habré’s return must 
be seen). The recent peculiar incident, in which a rumour 
of Sudanese dissidence seems to have been inflated by 
Washington into a major coup attempt to the point where 
the US mobilised AWACS in Egypt. only to be deflated 
by the Egyptians, mindful of their new non-aligned image 
on the eve of New Delhi, contains a number of lessons. 
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If not from these quarters, where could Habré look for 
support, if the going becomes rougher? Chad has proved 
such a disaster area in the past for those that poked their 
fingers in, that there is a widespread reluctance to burn 
those fingers again, so one could envisage a slow return 
to civil war conditions. Habré, it must be said, has not 
helped himself by his intractable attitude to national 
reconciliation, and the fact that, although he profited 
from Kamougué’s own difficulties there in southern Chad 
Habré is still too often regarded there as an implacable 
northerner out for revenge. Chad may have found a 
ruthless pacifier (a Mobutu?), but it has not apparently 
found a figure to produce a peace of the kind that General 
Nimieri, however battered he may now seem, was able to 
produce in a situation in some respects like Sudan in 1972. 











ETHIOPIA 


MILITARY AUTHORITIES ATTEMPT TO POPULARIZE REVOLUTION 


Zurich NEUE ZURCHER ZEITUNG 20-21 Mar 83 p 5 


[Text] Except for the French Revolution, the Ethiopian revolution was with- 
cut a doubt one of the longest ever: after the provocative demonstrations 
and strikes, it lasted from February until September 1974, until Emperor 
Haile-Selassie was actually deposed, and it was not until December that 
“Socialist Ethiopia" was proclaimed. Then 3 additional years passed until 
41-year-old Lt Col Mengistu Haile Mariam, who had succeeded his murdered pre- 
decessors, was-~after more arrests, firing squads and the elimination of all 
political parties--able to consolidate the hierarchial military power under 
his leadership as new chairman of the Provisional Military Council (Derg). 
In mid-1978, the wars in Ogaden and Eritrea had been decided with the out- 
come favorable to the military regime. Only now was it possible to begin 
with the various "campaigns" for a socialist system, in which all possible 
mistakes were committed, most of which had to be corrected or shoudl have 
been checked. Since maybe 2 or 3 years ago, this consolidation process has 
taken on more concrete forms, it is by no means complete, bur rather is 
just now entering its most interesting phase with the promise of founding a 


party soon. 


Rapid Alphabetization 


One iconography is replacing another. Before, the Orthodox Church, allied 
with emperor and regional prices, had created its own traditionwith the legend 
that the emper‘al house is directiy descended from the Queen of Sheeba and 
King Solomon. This served both as defense against Islam which was penetrat- 
ing into Africa, and to legitimize large landownership and emperial powers. 
The Church itself was probably the largest landowner. 


Today, the faces of Marx, Engels (largely unknown in Africa) and Lenin on 
billboards symbolize the new "socialist" Ethiopia. Maskal Square, named 
after the most important orthodox religious holiday, became Revolution 

Square. Revolutionary slogsns are added everywhere to the "new holy trinity,’ 
as the portraits are popularly called, because meanwhile people have learned 
to read. Before 1974, 93 percent of Ethiopians were analphabets. Through 
nationwide campaigns, led today in 15 different languages, their number has 
been reduced to 46 percent. The students receive practical knowledge about 
agriculture, nutrition and health, and not all that much ideology--the latter 














primarily through depictions of bad "Uncle Sam," 


Limited Collectivation 


Just as Marx did not have the Tzar's Russia in mind when he thought of the 
beginnings of communism, he would not have considered Ethiopia, where more 
than 90 percent of the population lives from agriculture. "Socialist" 
Ethiopia, one of the fice poorest countries in the world, now also wants to 
catch up on its development through the introduction of electricity, major 
projects and industrialization. The larger factories, banks and insurance 
companies have been nationalized already as early as 1974/75. In 1975, the 
unavoidable land reform was carried out, which limited ownership of agri- 
cultural land to 10 hectares, which is slightly less than 25 acres. But the 
average is anyhow only about 2 hectares. Real property ownership is also 
limited. The farmers were relieved of taxes and forced labor. They don't 
produce any more than before, but consume more now, Their archaic technology 
has not changed. Joining in coops and collectives for agricultural production. 
Officially there are slightly more than 1,000 production coops, which primarily 
the poorest farmers have joined in order to receive federal loans. They work 
hardly more than 350,000 hectares, the mechanized state farms an additional 
300,000 hectares--with a total of 15 million hectares of land for agriculture, 
that is less than 5 percent. Because of the often low productivity in the 
state farms, which must primarily feed the army, this concept apparently 

needs some scrutinizing. 


Few Soviet Fans 


There will not be any quick successes in Ethiopia. Today, the military regime 
lacks neither experience nor self-criticism, but it does lack money. Es- 
pecially the urban worker suffers under the austerity policy, which means a 
pay freeze in effect since 1976, The bourgeois upper class of course also 
had to cut back, if for no other reason than because luxury items are no 
longer being imported. Many went abroad--which is also the reason for the 
shortage on skilled workers. But even those who fully accept the revolu- 
tion find its ideology burdensome. Numerous stories about the unpopular 
Soviet Union are told. When there was a lack of the staple Tef, a grass 
cereal, in Addis Abeba, it was said immediately that the Soviets had shipped 
it out for their Vodka distilleries. 


The problem of Soviet irfluence is more ticklish for the military regime. In 
addition to weapons and natural gas, the Soviet Union delivers ideological 
points, e.g. the demand to finally found a party for the masses. The Derg, 
in which the hard pro-Soviet faction represents a clear minority which must 
assert itself against nationalist and pragmatic currents, commits itself, 
through its chairman Mengistu, to ever more socialism, But at the same 
time it, like every military regime with time, suffers from a lack of 
legitimacy, although no one can or does deny its power, thanks to the 
rigorous security machinery established for it by the GDR, Nevertheless, 
neither the Derg nor Mengistu appear in any hurry to found a party which 
could become dangerous to the exclusive military council. 








Organization Madness as Diversionary Tactic? 


To be sure, the East Block contributes much to cadre training, and mass 
organizations without much influence have been created throughout the country, 
While the basic organizaticns--in the cities the Kelele (housing organizations) 
and in the country the farmers organizations--have made gains in terms of 
independence and critical self assurance und don't take just anything from 
above. "Every Ethiopian is a member somewhere," it is stated officially. 

But meanwhile, governing together with the Derg is the executive committee 
of the "Commission for the Foundation of an Ethiopian Workers Party" (Copwe), 
which provides the highest government representatives to the party in the 
regions (formerly provinces) following the communist model. Officially, 

22 percent of the carefully selected members of Copwe (total number of 
members unknown) at present are workers and 3 percent are farmers; the 
majority continue to be military, party officials and civil servants. The 
founding of the party is now predicted for the tenth anniversary of the 
revolution, which is September 1984, But at present it is not clear whether 
and how the military will delegate its power. Mengistu holds both top 
command of the army as well as the chairmanship of the Derg and of Copwe, 
The military has largely taken over the old "emperial" administration inso- 
far as they don't occupy civilian offices themselves. Since internal Derg 
information hardly ever gets out, it is not known whether and wow any 
changes in power (which used to be dramatic) take place--maybe a possible 
weakening of Mengistu's position after the unsuccessful offensive against 
the guerillas in Eritrea, which he had led himself. 


Decreasing Repression 


There never have been freedom and human rights in Ethiopia. When Emperor 
Haile Selassie made his country a member of the United Nations, he had to 
promise the total abolition of slavery. Until after Mengistu seized power, 
sheer terror reigned--the "red" and the "white" terror--and until at least 
1980 the government would have to be called despotic. Since then the situa- 
tion has somewhat improved as far as this is possible while the country is 

at war internally ar! has a suspicious militerv regime. The number of 
political priccuers is not known (except for the 100 to 150 empire-loyalists), 
since some of them have been released during amnesties, but others have been 
newly arrested and are held prisoners for different lengths of time. 


Many foreign reports circulated by exiled politicians, guerilla movements or 
individual church circles abour forced resettlements, labor or death camps 
are false, exaggerated or outdated. The closing down of religious schools 
and the confiscation of church properties was done very selectively. In 
Eritrea the state confiscates such property for its "Red Star Campaign,” in 
Wollega, an over-eager local Copwe ruler harasses the '"Mekane-Jesus-Church 
because for him it is an unwelcome competitor for the Copwe, The relationship 
between government and the free churches, which--in contrast to the orthodox, 
catholic or Islamic churches are less easily controlled, remains tense. But 
{t cannot be said that there is a general persecution of churches. It is 
striking that all churches have lately enjoyed an unusual and very suddenly 
increasing popularity, als» among the young generation in particular. More 
than 300,000 took part in the Kulubi pilgrimage at the end of December in 
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honor of Saint Gabriel (who answers more prayers than any other saint). 
And ten times as many people take part in the orthodox Maskal festival than 
in the Revolution Day which took pace 2 weeks prior. 


Farreaching Tradition 


Most Ethiopian emperors who attempted to change their orthodox faith did 

not fare very well. Abroad, only the unproven legends were believed, but 
never eye-witnesses from Ethiopia. That explains the persistent success 

of the priest-king Johannes, who did not even exist, and the old-age-depression 
of the Scotsman Bruce who, with his tales of the decadent emperial house of 
Takla Haimmaouts, earned only contemptuous laughter in 18th Century London. 

It is said that some diplomats still experience this today. Adventurous Swiss 
such as the Egyptian agent Munzinger-Pasha or Minister Ilg under Haile Selassi's 
predecessor Menelik II (as everyone knows, Menelik I was Solomon's son), 
continue to show interest in Ethiopia. The country, with its tradition and 
history which is unique for Africa, has remained fascinating--even with its 
surface "socialism." 
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GHANA 


RAWLINGS SEEN ATTEMPTING TO DEFINE POLITICAL PROGRAM 


London WEST AFRICA in English 14 Mar 83 pp 648, 649 


[Article by Nii K. Bentsi-Enchill] 


[Text } 


“WE WANT to make it clear that we are 
not at war with any persons or group of 
persons. Our revolution is against crime 
and injustice. There shall be no truce or 
compromise ...” This ceclaration was 
part of the speech delivered by the PNDC 
chairman, Fit-Lt. J. J. Rawlings, on the 
26th anniversary of Ghana’s independ- 
ence. Along with his February 24 speech, 
and recent statements and enactments by 
the government, this speech contributed to 
the gradual definition of the government’s 
political programme. 

It is almost exactly one year since the 
“December 31 Revolution” was characte- 
rised as anti-imperialist and national demo- 
cratic. Since that early period up to May, 
internal and external factors have com- 
bined to keep the PNDC reacting to the 
immediate demands of one crisis after 
another, rather than doggedly pursuing a 
clear political and economic programme. It 
may also be noted that since that early 
period, the official definition of the anti- 
imperalist and national democratic charac- 
ter of the process has been gradually 
effaced. It cannot be confidently asserted 
that this definition has been replaced by 
anything else: whether you change the 
terms of reference or not, “the struggles 
continue”. 

In his March 6 speech, the PNDC 
chairman across all lines for 
united patriotic effort to solve the 
“seemingly intractable” problems. He 
urged “the professionals, men and women 
of religion, chiefs, the lodges and everyone 
[to] break out of their insulating worlds 
and shells, to give the nation a push”. In 
that breath, he took in part of the orga- 


mised sections of society opposed to the 
PNDC. In the next breath, he appealed to 
market women, traders, employers, trans- 
port owners, landlords and all other selling 
goods and services to realise their “duty to 
live part of their lives also for their fellow 
men, for their nation. It will only be so 
doing, that they too will be able to live free 
from fear”. 

This appeal for unification of ail interests 


PNDC chairman suggested the motivation 


judgement was that such revolutionaries 
“were not ready for any compromise”; 
excuses or demands for understanding and 
tact worked on them like oil or fuel on fire, 
infuriating, enraging them and possibly 
making them feel deceived. 

“Emotionally, many refused to look at 
this [polarisation] process as one to be 
expected and to be deait with tactfully. For 
them, any balancing act would be consi- 
dered as a betrayal of the revolution. The 








fear of losing what they have been fighting 
and waiting for make some of tiem place 
their faith in dogmatic ideologies evolved 
in societies different from our own”. 

In contrast to these emotional advocates 
dogmatic of “foreign ideologies”, the 
PNDC chairman warned that “a range of 
views and opinions” cust be accomodated. 
“While we shall never compromise our 
principles, we must at the same time keep 
open the doors of dialogue in an atmos- 
phere of frankness”. Continuing in this 

vein, Fit-Lt. Rawlings called for unity around 
the the goal of social justice as opposed to 
divisive “bickering over the exact path to 
take”. Then came the clarification that 
there was no war against individuals or 
groups. He provided a further precision on 
the corrective and creative nature of de- 
fence committees: “Every Ghanaian is a 
member of the PDC or WDC”. This was a 
significant development. In the early days, 
chiefs and senior management were barred 
from membership; later, a 95 per cent vote 
was required in their favour. Now, not only 
may chiefs and managing directors join 
defence committees, but all Ghanaians are 
in the vanguard of the process of social 
transformation. It must be recalled that the 
appointment of the Nandom-Na to the 
PNDC was a significant step in broadening 
the “base” of the highest instance of 
government. 

As Fit-Lt. Rawlings said: “The revolu- 
tion has broken with the old order and 
organs of power have been set up which 
aim at a greater participation of the people 
in a democratic process”. The sixth edition 
of guidelines for defence committecs 
were published in mid- February by 


the renewable mandate of defence commit- 
tee leadership, subject to an annual vote of 
confidence. Further details: are not yet 
available to this writer. However, the 
government’s attitude to defence commit- 


One passage in the March 6 speech had 
as much internal importance as external. 
Fit-Lt. Rawlings criticised the mass media 
for allowing the “‘over-enthusiasm and 
over-simplified ideological ideas of a 
minority of their personnel to create a 
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misleading image of the revolution in the 
minds of people at home and abroad”’. 
Some journalists lacking judgement who 
had “taken advantage of the freedom 
allowed them” were responsible for 
“wholesale condemnation of groups and 
countries not sympathetic to the govein- 
ment”, whilst other groups and countries 
have been uncritically presented as models 
for Ghana to follow”’. 

This was some of the strongest public 
criticism of the media uttered by the 
PNDC chairman who complained that the 
media “have contributed in no small mea- 
sure to a misunderstanding of our aims”. It 
was already known that the US in particu- 
lar had communicated .ts displeasure at the 
anti-American in sections of 
the Ghanaian press. As the US Ambassa- 
dor in Ghana, Mr. Thomas Smith, said in 
February. At a time when Ghana has 
reached agreement in principle with the 
IMF, when the World Bank may chair a 
donors’ meeting later this year, and nego- 
tiations with VALCO are beginning, such 
signals are important. Confirmation of 
such considerations came when Mr. Tho- 
mas Smith, US Ambassador to Ghana 
launched a Ghana-US Students Friendship 
Association at Legon (see page 698). 

All the above signals point to a gradual 
definition of the government’s -political 
programme. The last six months of 1982 
have to some extent determined the direc- 
tion being taken. From the murder of three 


judges and a retired army major on June 
30, to the October 28 intrigues and man- 
oeuvres, to the November 23 coup 
attempt, serious divisions have arisen and 
been controlled in one way or another. Of 
course, this does not mean certain prob- 
lerns have been resolved. 

The most obvious problem is that of the 
precise character of the revolution. The 
signals to progressive forces contained in 
the March 6 speech indicate that tact and 
compromise are the watchwords, while 
principles remain intact. The vanguard of 
the transformation process has been en- 
larged officially to contain all Ghanaians 
from freemasons to farmers. Out of this 
proposed unification of all interests, there 
is still a mass movement to be formed, and 
the shape of the new National Defence 
Committee will indicate the content the 
government desires in the mass movement. 

The necessity for success is clear, given 
the price increases that are coming, and the 
political understanding required to retain 
the broad support of the Ghanaian people. 
Recently, new prices of soap, estimated to 
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IVORY COAST 


INSTABILITY SEEN AFFECTING NATION 


Paris ESPRIT in French Feb 83 pp 124-132 
{Article by Monique Glasman: "Ivory Coast: A Weakened Society"] 


[Text] It is common practice to speak of the Ivory Coast in terms of a few 
convenient cliches. For instance, to emphasize its political stability, even 
if such a judgment is qualified in view of the regime's authoritarianism. 
Others stress its economic success, the symbol of which is Abidjan, the capital, 


with its skyscrapers. 


But the Ivory Coast is also a society that evolves according to a slower but 
deeper process as it becomes initiated to political independence and as de- 
velopment brings about considerable changes: demographic growth, the rural 
exodus, schooling, the unhindered entry of western goods and ideas have weak- 
ened traditional society. Doubt is appearing, dissent is emerging, mentalities 
are changing, but it is not yet clear in which direction. 


It is to this somewhat overlooked facet of today's Ivory Coast that we would 
like to devote more attention in this article. To understand it, we must first 
make a rapid historical, political and economic digression. 


Ivorian development appears to be essentially characterized by the perpetuation 
of a regime which, for the past 21 years, has been headed by the same man, 
President Felix Houphouet-Boigny, whose personality has made a strong imprint 


on the country. 


President Houphouet-Boigny's role in Ivorian political life, however, did not 
start when the country became independent, on 7 August 1960. "The Father of 
the Nation,” he was the founder of the African Agricultural Union (SAA), a 
group of planters, traditional chiefs and intellectuals created on 10 July 1944 
to campaign against forced labor. One characteristic of the SAA was probably 
the very strong impact it had on the Ivorian population because of its leader's 
charisma. It became a political party when the question of giving the right 

to vote to the natives of the colonies was raised;! it then met with true 
enthusiasm on the part of the masses and illustrated itself in the anti-colonial 
struggle. As a result, Felix Houphouet-Boigny was quite naturally elected 
president of the Republic in 1960, and selected his first cabinet from among 


his comrade in arms. 
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The Ivorian constitution, which was adopted on 3 November 1960, was designed 
around the president's figure who, as chief of state and head of the govern- 
ment, concentrated all powers into his hands. Such personalization of author- 
ity is conform to African tradition. By celebrating the man who had won in- 
dependence, the country was reviving the cult of the chief, the hero who re- 
ceives universal support. "Sole keeper of the executive power"--under the 
constitution--the president appoints at his discretion cabinet members who 

are accountable only to him. As for the Legislative Assembly, it soon be- 
came a mere registration chamber. The authorities had rejected multipartyism, 
out of fear it might provide a setting for ethnic struggles, and the only ex- 
isting party, therefore, was the Democratic Party of the Ivory Coast [PDCI]; 
the voting system selected for legislative elections--voting on a national 
list prepared by party officials and approved by the chief of state himself-- 
prevented the formation of any opposition. Although it had started as a mass 
party, the PDCI progressively became a party of cadres and--we could even say-- 
a one-man party: actually, the president himself is ruling it through his 


faithfuls. 


As years went by, this situation created a deadlock: the party became a mere 
driving belt and militant life was non-existent. However, as the country em- 
barked on a modernization process, it became widely open to western ideas and 
questioned the increasing authoritarianism of the regime. The young, who form 
a strong social force, no longer accept to see the same man in power since 
independence. A permeating feeling of unrest has been spreading among the 
people in the past three years: on the one hand, Ivorian economic performances 
are no longer what they used to be; on the other hand, the president is well 
on in years, which quite naturally raises the issue of his succession. 


Being aware of this fact, President Houphouet-Boigny had the political courage 
of initiating a democratization process that resulted in a marked renewal of 
the Ivorian political class: free election of the general secretaries of party 
subsections in July-August 1980, and of the deputies in November 1980. Although 
they greeted this current of reforms with enthusiasm, the people were neverthe- 
less disappointed after a while: the rejection of multipartyism was repeated, 
the president was not delegating his powers. In a word, ideological debate in 
the Ivory Coast remains non-existent, and no one is allowed to dissent with 

the regime. The chamber of deputies does not seem to behave much differently 
from the previous chamber: although many bills from the presidency have been 
amended, none has been rejected. As for the president, the power concentrated 
in his hands keeps increasing. His control of the PDCI has even become more 
direct since he has effectively become its chairman at the last congress, 

late in 1980.2 He does not seem to have taken the people's verdict much into 
account when he reshuffled his cabinet on 2 February 1981.3 Finally, he had 
the Assembly pass a bill that modified the rules of his succession and created 
a position of vice-president, a position to which he has as yet not appointed 
anybody. Indeed, should the chief of state die, the country would be faced 
with a constitutional vacuum. 





This situation is a cause for considerable concern for the Ivorians. Economic 
conditions are difficult, and the future of the regime is not ensured--which 
is a paradox in a country where there does exist an elite capable of continu- 
ing the president's work. At least, if it were trained for it! 
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In 1978, the Ivory Coast entered a stage of economic recession--which enabled 
dissenters to challenge the Ivorian model. The people, most of whom had been 
willing to accept the regime's authoritarianism while they benefited from the 
country's economic succ*ss, were now lending a willing ear to the dissenters’ 


words. 


For many years, the Ivory Coast experienced a remarkable rate of growth (7 per- 
cent) and it can boast of a number of achievements that have brought about 
profound changes in the country. Development took place along a few major 
Orientations: priority was given to agriculture and schooling, and to opening 
the country to the western world by encouraging the establishment of foreign 


companies. 


This desire to privilege agriculture is unusual in Africa‘ and it has been an 
undeniable success for the regime.” Agriculture makes possible an endogenous 
development of the country that is adapted to the traditional way of life: 
here, society is essentially rural. Therefore, the president won his gamble 
and practically all African countries which had not made the same choice are 
now reversing their policies and stressing the need for a real agricultural 
policy. This is the case, among others, of oil producing countries such as 
Nigeria, Algeria and Gabon, which had based their development on their raw 
materials and are now experiencing an agrarian regression. 


In the Ivory Coast, on the other hand, this option was never questioned: every 
year, 25 percent of the gross domestic product is reinvested in the primary 
sector, and the foreign currency required for the country's growth has been 
provided by the exportation of cash crops (coffee, cocoa, wood). Special 
terms are granted to the farmers: in particular, they are guaranteed fixed 
coffee and cocoa prices by the Equalization Fund, so that they are not affect- 
ed by the fluctuations of world prices.® Connections between towns and vil- 
lages are among the best in Africa and have truly broken the isolation of many 
regions and villages, many of which are now supplied with drinking water and 
electricity. New state-subsidized crop programs (rice, cotton, sugar) were 
implemented in the north of the country, a zone of savannas that was lagging 
behind Ivorian development. Thus, the state is doing all it can to put a stop 
to rural exodus, one of the ills of the Third World. _For Abidjan, the capial, 
exerts considerable attraction on the Ivorian masses.’ Its population in- 
creased from 230 thousand in 1963 to 1.3 million in 1978, and projections in- 
dicate that it could reach 3.4 million by 1990. Most of this growth, at least 
until 1985, will be accounted for by migration. Migrants are not only Ivorians, 
but also immigrants (Upper Voltans, Malians, Guineans, etc.) whom, in spite 

of clashes with native Ivorians, the authorities refuse to send back home now 


that times are hard. 


The leaders’ second priorities are the creation of an elite that, in time, 
could rule the country, and the eradication of illiteracy. Huge efforts have 
been accomplished toward this goal, and the rate of schooling has now reached 
approximately 75 percent. The number of primary school students has quadrupled 
in 20 years (800 thousand in 1980); in secondary schools, the number of stu- 
dents has increased from 8 to 120 thousand, and in vocational schools from 

1 to 45 thousand. As for higher education, for which the country was entirely 
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dependent on foreign countries until 1960, it is now essentially provided in 
the Ivory Coast, and the student body numbers about 12 thousand. 


Industrialization was started in the 1960's and benefited from very flexible 
tax laws and extremely liberal exchange control terms, which enabled many 
foreign companies to settle in the country. The share of the industriel sec- 
tor in the gross domestic product increased from 4 percent in 1960 to 12 per- 
cent in 1979. It has oriented itself toward the production of goods that used 
to be imported (cement, textiles, building materials, etc.) and to the upgrad- 
ing of agricultural products for local consumption or for exportation (palm 
0il, cocoa, coffee, canned fruit, wood products, etc.). 


The Ivorian economic expansion is mre accurately appraised by comparing the 
country's success with the situation now prevailing in certain bordering 
countries, such as Ghana and Guinea, which possessed more assets ard 1960 

and are now in serious trouble. Thanks to its expansion, the Ivory Coast 

has become an economic pole in West Africa and it now plays the part of a 
regional leader through various organizations (Entente Council, CEAO, ECOWAS). 
It also plays a major role in the West African monetary union. 


Its development has been so exemplary that it was referred to as the Ivorian 
miracle. But now, it is hard hit by the international crisis and the weak 


points of its economy are appearing. 


First, the country is extremely dependent upon foreign countries. Because its 
development is supported by the sale of two export products--coffee and cocoa-- 
it is dependent on international market prices. In 1976-1977, when these 
prices rose 4 lot, the Ivory Coast drained large currency surpluses which 
enabled it to launch an ambitious investment and equipment policy. Now that 
the markets for these two commodities are depressed, the country is experienc- 
ing major losses® which alone could account for its present difficulties. 


The Ivory Coast is also dependent on foreign countries for its industrial 
development. The latter led to an increase in oil products purchases and 

the country did not remain unaffected by the rise in their prices. In 1980, 
its oil bill amounted to 135 billion CFA francs--i.e. one fifth of the state 
budget. Fortunately, now that two deposits ("Ram" and "Hope") have been dis- 
covered, the Ivory Coast should cover its domestic needs by 1983 and, in the 
long run, become an exporter of the black gold. 


Second painful consequence of the oil crises: the purchasing prices of goods 

imported from the West, for which there is a great demand in the country, has 

increased: durable goods required to industrialize the economy, consumer goods 
also as the country is extremely open to the western way of life. 


This openness has resulted in domestic inflation which has adversely affected 
household revenues and could generate social unrest. All the more so as in- 
flation is accompanied by unemployment--something new here--which affects 14 
percent of the active population. Now, following the advice of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund and to control foreign indebtedness and inflation, the 
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government has adopted a policy of austerity and rigor which is not without 
affecting the job market. There is worse still: in a country where the job 
market would quickly absorb young graduates--which is a guarantee of stability-- 
there is now unemployment among the intellectuals: over 1 thousand cadres 

and approximately 5 thousand supervisors are out of work. The remedies im- 
plemented until now appear out of proportion with the scope of the problem. 

This situation, together with the slow rate at which Ivorization is taking 

place and the fact that there still remains a large body of cooperation per- 
sonnel, is causing a lot of discontent and some xenophobia. 


The international crisis appears to have acted as a detonator: it revealed 
the instability of the economic system and emphasized the unrest that is 
growing among the people. The daily problems of the Ivorians now, especially 
tre high cost of living and the difficulty in finding a job, make them more 
critical of a regime for whose continuity they fear. Also, the democratiza- 
tion that had been initiated had triggered many hopes: all wished to see the 
chief of state share his authority and hoped that a man would emerge from the 
rank and in time replace the president at the head of the country. Yet, we 
believe that this discontent has deeper roots. The Ivory Coast is a country 
which has developed rapidly, and the Ivorians may not all have adapted to 
this rate of growth. Mentalities have been marked by the radical changes that 
have taken place in the country's economy and society. It appears to us that 
the Ivorians are looking for an identity. 


The first mutation to take place in African society, which is profoundly rural, 
was urbanization. Nature and the cosmos are very intimately related to the 
life of men: they represent powers whose favors must be won. But urbanization 
--which after all is a recent phenomenon--is causing many traditional values 

to be questioned and implies a change of mentality and behavior. The Ivorians 
have an ambivalent attitude toward the town; they are both attracted and re- 
pelled by it.? The town offers services that are appreciated (schooling, 
transportation, leisure activities, health care) but it is also a place where 
traditional values (family and religious) are disappearing because of the 
omnipresence of money. Having money gives a huge power that overthrows the 
traditional hierarchy. In the village, the chief possesses many powers: eco- 
nomic power, as he is managing the plantation, receives the money paid for 
crops and redistributes it to village members; political and familial power; 
and finally religious power (animist religions are genealogical: they are based 
on the ethnic group, the family). In town, however, the man who is respected 
is the man who is successful in his job and has money. As a result, we can 
observe a cleavage between two mentalities, two societies, although they remain 
open to each other: indeed, many Ivorians pay frequent visits to their native 
villages, build a house there and provide, at least in part, for their families’ 
needs. For them, the village remains a place of security, mutual assistance 
within the family, but time is running against this type of behavior since 
towns are attracting increasing numbers and since, little by little, genuine 


town-dwellers are born. 


This conflict between two forms of culture does not go without problems. Ivorian 
authorities are aware of it since, for the past few yeers, they have stressed 
the development of rural areas to encourage farmers to remain on the land. 


16 











The opposition between town and country can be perceived in the relations bet- 
ween the young and the older generations, between rural people and the 
administration. 


Apart from certain regions where rural structures are extremely strong, as in 
the Senoufo country (North Ivory Coast), the young appear to show little in- 
terest in working the land: for them, the town symbolizes an easy life and 
individual success. Those who have come to study in Abidjan are often dis- 
inclined to go back to their villages. One very marked symptom: very few 
young people want to become teachers. Pierre Kodjo, in the student magazine 
CAMPUS INFO, stated: "Let's face itt, what kind of a future is there for teach- 
ers that will be sent in tiny villages in the North, the Center, the West, the 
East or even the South, isolated from the rest of the world in inaccessible 
areas?" The very words used betray a new outlook on life. And the attitude 
of the older generations toward such aspirations is not always conducive to a 
dialogue: some want to assert themselves and become more authoritarian at the 
very time when their traditional powers are being challenged. For similar 
reasons, relations between the administration and the farmers can also be 
difficult. Civil servants, who hold real power in the country, left their 
villages when th2y were young and went through school. Back in their villages, 
they are holding positions (organizers or subprefects) which, in fact, are 
cutting them off from the rural masses. In many cases, they have been selec- 
ted in a different ethnic group and ignore the language and customs of the 
people they must govern. The farmers are beginning to resent urban people, 
even though this feeling is somewhat alleviated by the fact that--either out 
of precaution or for their own security--town dwellers remain in contact with 
their native villages. Although we cannot yet say that society is divided 
into well-defined classes--as is the case in Europe and in the United States-- 
we must recognize that the feeling of belonging to a family is challenged by 
social position. The Ivorian growth has not proved equally beneficial to all. 
In spite of the efforts made to reduce the gap between the rich and the poor, 
between the South and the North of the country, there are strong social and 
regional discrepancies. In particular, a bourgeoisie of businessmen and 

civil servants has emerged and their ostentatious lifestyle is scmetimes 
shocking. In Abidjan, where growth has been exceptional, inequalities are 
striking and, in spite of official denials, 1° there are considerable gaps 


between standards of living. 


Faced with two types of culture and two ways of life, the Ivorian has trouble 
defining himself. Well aware that he can neither return to an ancestral way 
of life nor servilely copy the West, he is looking for a way of his own. 


Indeed, when the regime chose liberalism, it brought about an imitation of 

the French model. Besides, Abidjan has been called "Africa's western show- 
case." Because they received help from a large body of cooperation personnel, 
developme:.t and education were largely inspired by European examples. But, 
whereas foreign experts and technicians were quite well tolerated, and even 
welcome, during the years of strong growth, now that difficulties are arising 
a certain xenophobia can be felt and the slow rate of Ivorization is pointed 
out by those who, rightly or wrongly, feel that the French who have settled 
in the Ivory Coast are taking their jobs. The Ivorization Charter published 
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in March 1977 contains only recommendations that are not binding because the 
charter is not a law. But a number of enterprises are reluctant to hire 
young Ivorian graduates and prefer recruiting Europeans. While there is an 
increase in the number of jobs held by Ivorians in the bank and oil sectors, 
other branches are sometimes practising a token Ivorization intended to pla- 
cate strong political pressure. The Ivorian job holder is then given a showy 
title but has not access to decision-making. Mr Charles Donwahi, who is in 
charge of this problem at the PDCI, acknowledges that, in fact, some graduates 
are not helping the Ivorization of cadres: "There are still Ivorians who want 
executive jobs as soon as they graduate from the university, without first 
working as assistantsin quality jobs that would qualify them for cadre posi- 
tions."11 Such behavior, we feel, is concealing a fundamental problem: is 
the organization of work in enterprises, which is copied on the European 
model, really adapted to African mentality? Is there an alternative in a 


liberal country? 


Talking, which plays an essential part in African civilizations, is not given 
much importance in enterprises where the ultimate criterion is profitability. 
Contrary to the village, the town does not encourage exchanges, discussions. 
Housing is often far from the working place and town-dwellers waste a lot of 
time travelling back and forth. Politically, the Ivorian's freedom of expres- 
sion is limited since he is not allowed to question the bases of the regime. 
The rejection of multipartyism prevents any ideological debate. Yet, the 
Ivory Coast calls itself "the country of the dialogue." It is true that Pre= 
sident Houphouet-Boigny welcomes representatives from social classes wishing 
to present certain demands and that, when a conflict arises, interminable 
palavers are organized to restore social peace. Yet, dialogue cannot exceed 
certain limits: the president does not allow either his authority or the 
general orientation of his policy to be questioned. But the huge emphasis 
placed on schooling and the creation of higher education units have led to 

the development of an elite who can think and discuss. As was evidenced by 
the incidents of 8-9 February 1982, students and teachers are often at the 
Origin of troubles. By prohibiting any organized opposition, the authorities 
are forcing them to find other outlets for their discontent. This fringe of 
the population, who claims the right to free speech and demands a democratiza- 
tion of the regime, is cut off from the rest of the population by the govern- 
ment which points out to its privileged position, as was shown by the measure 9 
taken against the students and teachers after the troubles we just mentioned. 


The quality of economic development, therefore, contrasts with the mediocrity 

of existing liberties. Now, in developed countries, these two parameters 
evolved jointly. In the Ivory Coast, the situation appears to be Geatlockes; 
the democratization started by the president and which-~in his own words Fae 
was to bridge the gap, did not have the anticipated effect, as we have just 
shown: there has been no redistribution of power, no possibility of ideological 


debate has appeared. 


Spiritually, a ceriain malaise is also felt in the Ivory Coast. An increasing 
number of Ivorians feel that their spiritual needs are no longer met by their 
traditional religions or the great monotheistic religions. There are four 
types of religions in the Ivory Coast, as follows: 50 percent of animists, 
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i.e. people who have retained their traditional religion, 32 percent of Muslims, 
16 percent of Christians, 1 percent belonging to independent religions (these 
percentages, of course, vary according to the region). These statistics show 
that traditional religions remain predominant. Yet, because they are geneal- 
dgical, 14 they are declining for reasons that have to do with the modernization 
of the way of life (economic development, industrialization, urbanization, 
migrations of individuals). The healers, seers, mediums, ancestral spirits 
have all remained in the village and can no longer easily and regularly help 
the individual living in a large town in assuming the religious aspects of 

his daily life in his new surroundings. Actually, animist religions define 
rules of conduct intended to win the favor of the gods, some of whom live in 
nature and some in parts of the human body, for instance. 





This partial ineffectiveness of traditional practices has led the Africans to 
start a quest for new types of religions that could provide man's life with 
the necessary balance among the new powers that are now present in his en- 
vironment. Ina first stage, Islamism and Christianism received a definite 
support because they were bringing a new dimension-~-the existence of life 
after death. Black Islamism, which is far more tolerant than white Islamisn, 
benefited from certain aspects in its propagation: apparent simplicity of the 
creed, lack of initiation rites, the possibility of retaining certain pagan 
rites. The North of the country, a region of savannas that was penetrated at 
an early date, has a majority of Muslims. Today, despite a slight strengthen- 
ing of Muslim integrism, without any common measure with what is happening in 
Morocco, Egypt or Senegal--the thrust of Islamism is very moderate, because 
the Center and South of the country are in fact geographically very far away 
from its center of gravity. Christianism, for its part, benefited from the 
social prestige attached to the religion of those in power (it was introduced 
with colonization), from the fascination exerted on the people by the Bible, 
and from the ease with which the traditional Great God of animist religions 
could be assimilated to the god of the Christians. Christianism invites 
people to communicate directly with god, and god is present in the host. This 
mystery, when offered to Africans who are eager to bridge the gap between 
themselves and the traditional Great God, was a powerful factor in conversions. 
Today, this religion appears on the contrary to be losing ground: it looks as 
if the fact that Christianism came with colonization, with power, and the fact 
that it rejects animist rites, are repelling potential faithfuls. 


Now, a number of Ivorians are aware of the powerlessness of both Islamism 

and Christianism in expressing a specifically Ivorian religious sensibility. 
This situation, together with a desire to satisfy spiritual needs inherited 
from the past, provides a favorable ground for the creation of sectsl> next 

to the great religions. These sects all offer to their followers a sort of 
immediate, mystical and warm-hearted salvation that can be experienced in 
brotherly communities based on prophesying. Considering the economic, social 
and cultural depression experienced by many people, these sects offer a sort 
of evasion from the real problems arising from the country's development. Apart 
from a few exceptions, they do not demand that people work. They offer momen- 
tary security based on the religious impulse, but do not send back their fol- 
lowers to their daily lives and to their jobs. In our opinion, this sect 
phenomenon will prove alienating for Africa and will be followed by great 
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disappointment: intime, the people will realize that sects do not have any 
durable ard relevant solution to offer for their problems. They may not re- 
turn to religious practice but expect success solely from the material power 
of political and economic authorities. 


As the old Baoule bitterly acknowledge: "ble ka a sou"--"times have changed". 
In saying this, they are not denigrating the mutations that have taken place 
in the past 20 years: the benefits of independence and economic progress are 
part of Ivorian daily life and no one would consider questioning the material 
improvement they have brought about. 


On the other hand, traditional culture, which has been seriously harmed, has 
not yet been replaced by a new global system of values and references that 
would be adapted to today's reality and, at the same time, would be consis- 
tent and provide a feeling of security. 


This is why the observer gets the impression of dealing with a society that 

is ill at ease, that is groping to find itself: "People want political and 
economic independence, but they forget cultural independence. "16 Fortunately, 
many young Ivorians are aware of this, as is evidenced by some of their de- 
mands and by some cultural facts (emergence of an Ivorian theater and cinema). 
What they must do now is find a durable balance between the necessary adap- 
tation to modern world and Ivorian authenticity. 


FOOTNOTES 
1. The Democratic Party of the Ivory Coast was founded on 26 April 1946. 


2. Until then, President Houphouet-Boigny had been only honorary chairman. 


3. The new cabinet includes only four new deputies, and three recently 
elected [former] ministers did not retain their cabinet positions. 


4. Rene Dumont did not fail to point this out when he visited Abidjan. 


5. Cameroon, for instance, tried to industrialize before it became aware 
of the importance of agriculture in a developing country. 


6. However, should world market prices rise, the Equalization Fund would 
keep the surplus. 


7. One Ivorian out of five lives in Abidjan. 


8. In 1981, this loss amounted to 360 billion CFA francs, i.e. half the 
state budget. 


9. See Raymond Deniel's book: "Religions dans la ville: croyances et change- 
ments sociaux a Abidjan" [Religions in Town: Beliefs and Social Changes 
in Abidjan] (published by INADES [African Institute for Economic and 
Social Development ]). 
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ll. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


9294 
CSO: 


Did not President Houphouet-Boigny state at the last PDCI congress: 
"We do not want to have, in our own country, our own affluent classes 


and our own Third World." 
FRATERNITE~MATIN, 4 December 1981. 


Students receive scholarships that often exceed a worker's wages. The 
rent for a room at the university, and the price of a meal at the 
university cafeteria are often very low. Teachers benefit from advan- 


tages in kind. 


On 12 une 1980, the president had told the National Council: "We were 
at the forefront of democracy in Africa. However, while we made economic 
and social progress, we regressed politically." 


A newborn child has the religion of his family, of his ethnic group. 


Harrists (the most representative sect), Deima cult, witnesses of Jehovah, 
Celestial Christianism, etc. 


Vincent Guéry, "La vie quotidienne dans un village baoule" (Daily Life 
in a Baoule Village], INADES collection, Abidjan, p 122. 


3419/760 
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IVORY COAST 


MINISTER OUTLINES SHEEP PRODUCTION PLANS 


Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 8 Apr 83 p 10 


[Article by Saliou Kone: ''Two Million Head of Sheep by 1985, says Minister 
Dicoh Garba" | 


[Text] Tne sessions of the llth animal production conference began yesterday 
morning at 0945 in the conference room of the Harmattan Hotel. The opening 
session was chaired by the Ivorian minister of animal production, 


Dicoh Garba. 


As they do every year, animal production officials are meeting together to 
study the various questions relative to our livestock raising in general and 


Sheep raising in particular. 


The Bouake conference once more gives our animal production specialists an op- 
portunity to get together to report on their activities and évaluate the dis- 
tance they have covered on the road to the development of our livestock rais- 


ing. 


For 3 days the conferees will also talk about sheep raising in the central, 
southern and northern parts of the country, as well as presenting the sheep 


selection program. 


Before ne declared the 11th animal production conference open, Minister Dicoh 
Garba explained the effort the Ivory Coast is making to set up a coherent body 
of plans for peasant training, which now covers the entire country, taking into 


account tiie vocations appropriate to each region. 


The minister also said that since 1976 the central region has been the object 
of a training and farm promotion program and a livestock raising program in- 
volving all species of animals. 


Also, sheep raising inarguably appears to be a traditional vocation in that re- 
gion, since nearly 40 percent of the national total of small ruminants are bred 


there. 


That is why our national sheep program began in the central region in 1977, be- 
fore it was expanded into the south and then the northwest, and finally into 
the north. The broad outlines of the program nave dealt successively with the 
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training of peasants in the rural milieu, creating a national sheep center at 
Beoumi and installing the first unit for industrial sheep raising at Toumodi. 


Two Million Head by 1985 


Dicoh Garba concluded by revealing that the results already obtained have been 
positive on the whole, because our raising of small ruminants went from 1.3 
million head in 1975 to more than 1.8 million head in 1982, and the overall 
rate of consumption of sheep meat went from 33 percent in 1975 to over 37 per- 
cent in 1982. 


The animal production minister then explained that the growth rate of the var- 
ious parameters observed during the period makes it possible to say that the 
objectives of the plan for 1985--to have 2 million head, production of more 
than 6,000 tons of meat and a consumption rate of almost 42 percent--will be 
Slightly exceeded. 


Minister Dicoh Garba finally concluded that there is no doubt that the raising 

of sheep is about to expand rapidly in the Ivory Coast, and that sheep produc- 

tion is being called upon to occupy a choice place in an endogenous development 
Strategy aimed at food self-sufficiency conforming to the grand directions de- 

fined by the president of the Republic. 


8946 
CSO: 3419/793 
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IVORY COAST 


PROGRESS OF SASSANDRA AIRPORT EXPANSION REPORTED 


Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 8 Apr 83 p 12 


[Article by P.M. Abialy: "The Restored Airport: Landing Strip to Have 1,700 
Meters Instead of 1,100 Meters" ] 


[Text] In a few months Sassandra, the departmental seat of the Southwest re- 
gion, will have a 1,700-meter-long airport. 


The former runway, which was 1,100 meters long, did not allow planes to land 
safely. Therefore the govermnent decided to rebuild that airport, which was 
no longer adapted to the realities of the capital of the Southwest. 


The new airport, according to Mr Obre, the head of the departmental TP [Public 
Workd] Service, will be able to receive, for example, Fokker-27s and even 
Fokker-28s. It will all depend on the Air Ivory Company. In any case, all 
arrangements have been made at the level of the SATT [African Excavation Com- 
pany], the company in charge of carrying out construction work so that the 
planes may land under the proper conditions. 


But in the meantime it must be said that the work, which began in 1981, was 
later interrupted by technical problems, causing the belief that the Sassandra 


airport project had been canceled. 


The work is moving right along and the company is putting the finishing touches 
on leveling the runway. 


The initial cost was about 401 million CFA francs, but with the building of a 
new air terminal to replace the old one, the budgetary allotment turned out to 
be inadequate. Therefore the government passed an endorsement amounting to 
121 million, so that all installations could be completed. Consequently, the 
cost will rise to 522 million CFA francs. 


To the question of when the airport will be completed, Mr Obre replied, "The 
company is now working on the top layer. It remains for the company to make 
the runway smooth before asking the controllers whether it is ready. There is 
also a dispute, because the estimates submitted by the DCAC [expansion unknown] 
and the construction firm have not yet settled on a happy medium. But by all 
accounts the ball is in the company's camp." 
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In the meantime it must be said that the allotment of 121 million that has 
been decided upon by the state has not yet been put in place. Which is un- 
doubtedly going to slow the work down. 


It is for this reason that Alfred Kouassi Kouame of SATT very much wants the 
supplementary budgetary envelope to be put in place quite rapidly, so that the 
airport can begin operating. 


In addition to the actual construction work, there are additional provisions 
for laying new access roads and making the former runway more comfortable. In 
general, all arrangements have been made where the control tower is concerned, 
to prevent any landing difficulties in the future. 


It must also be stated that the runway will now be 30 meters long, instead of 
the 45 meters initially specified. 


8946 
CSO: 3419/793 
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LESOTHO 


BRIEFS 


NEW INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT--Maseru, 20 Apr (SAPA)--A contract for the con- 
struction of an international airport at Thoteng-Ea-Moli, 20 km south of 
Maseru, was signed in Maseru today by the contractor, Kier International 
of Britain, and the Lesotho Government. The project will cost about 

R40 million and construction is expected to be complete by mid-1985. The 
airport will have a main runway 3,200 metres long and 45 metres wide and 
an auxilliary runway 1,010 metres long and 23 metres wide. It is being 
financed by the Abu Dhabi Fund, African Development Bank, the Arab Bank 
for Economical Development in Africa, the European Development Fund, the 
Government of Finland, the Kuwait Fund, the OPEC Special Fund, the 

Saudi Fund and the Government of Lesotho. [Text] [Johannesburg SAPA 

in English 1049 GMT 20 Apr 83 MB] 


CSO: 3400/1242 
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SOVIET JOURNALIST PRAISES COUNTRY FOLLOWING VISIT 


Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 18 Mar 83 ppl, 3 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


MALAWI’S achie- 
vements in educa- 
tion and agriculture 


since independence 


have been remar- 


kable, according to 
Russian journalist. 
Boris Pilyatskin. 

Mr. Pilyatskin, Southern 
Africa correspondent for 
‘Izvestia’, the Soviet go- 
vernment newspaper, re- ' 
turned to Maputo, Mo-. 
zambique, yesterday after a : 
10-day visit to Malawi. 

He told the Malawi! 
News Agency yesterday, 
rhat he had been in close: 


for 20 years and had visited | 


37 independent African 
states. h 

“You have made full use 
of your independence in 
Malawi. I am impressed,” 
he said before he left. 

Mr. Pilyatskin, who ar- 
rived on March 6, attended 
the opening of the budget 
session of Parliament, vis- 
ited Chancellor College, 
the Kamuzu Academy and 
the new capital, toured 
agricultural estates and 


3400/1181 
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_ He said he was 
impressed by the Life Pre- 
sident’s speech to Parlia- 
ment and that what the 
Ngwazi had said about 
agriculture was exactly 
what he had seen during his 
tour. 

Expressing admiration 
for the extensive agricultu- 
ral activity 


; the 
country, he said he did not- 


doubt that the Life Presi- 
dent’s advice to the peopie 
had been taken seriously. 

Mr. Pilyatskin said Ka- 
muzu Academy had made a 
> og ee on him. 
“It is a fascinati ro} 
in the edpention of Maco 
Wi,” he added. . 

With the assistance of 
the Government, he said, 
he had car tg to talk to 
many in his s 
rw Apes sista 

“From what I have seen, 
heard a Malawi is 
really a beautiful country 
with happy people. It is 
achieving tremendous pro- 
gress in variow's fields, des- 
pite some problems which 
are natural,” he said. — 
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MORE INDUSTRIAL LICENSES ISSUED FOLLOWING NEW POLICY 


Blantyre MALAWI NEWS in English 5-ll Mar 83 pl 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


ARECORD 38 industrial 


ment decision in 1981 to: 
allow more competition 
among industries. ~ Pre-* 
viously some. industries 
were protected against 


competition. 
Only 18 industrial licen- : 
ses were issued in 1980 and’ 


3400/1181 
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prises which established in- 
dustries which require, if 
anything at 11, minimum 


This year the number of 
applicants who may be 
granted licences is likely to 
be bigger,” the spokesman 
said. This is because more 
-MalaWians are going into 
— manufacturing ven- 


iid for the first time this 
year MalawWians have to 
apply for licences, a condi- 
tion which only applied to 
aliens. 

The spokesman said that’ 
the change in policy had in- 
jected greater competition, 

j ly in the manu- 
acturing industry, which 
was becoming very popu- 


lar. 

Last year Malawi laun- 
ched a five-year industrial 
development programme 
with a target on an eight per 
cent growth rate for the 
manufacturing industry in 
the country ree 











NEW FISCAL MEASURES SAID TO REVAMP ECONOMY 


Blantyre MALAWI NEWS in English 19-25 Mar 83 ppl, 4 


[Text] 


THE GOVERNMENT yesterday he 
pee pe = aay measures 
at restoring highey rates of. 
growth in the economy and reduc- 
ing the deficits on the Central Go- 
vernment budget. . 


The measures inciude increases 
in the excise duty for beer, tobacco 
and luxury goods and a new system 
for taxing | individuals. 


The following are the new fiscal 
measures. 


ae aes pg Bengt in excise 
r on , Carisberg and 
chibuku, and a 5 per cent increase 
on cigarettes, tobacco and snuff; 
¢ A 5 cent surtax on goods 
which have not, up to now, 
‘attracted surtax, and an in- 
crease of surtax from 20 per 


cent to 25 per cent on lux- 


How Deficit Will Be Cut 


GOVERNMENT ex 

a combined deficit of 
million on its budget in “~ 
new financial year. 

The Minister of Finance 
said yesterday that K115.9 
million to finance the deve- 
lopment account of K 152.5 
million would come from 
external loans and grants, 
leaving a gap of K36.6 mil- 
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and tubes from 15 per cent 
to 20 per cent, and an in- 
crease in duty rates from 4 
tambala to 15 tambala per 
litre on methylated spirits. 
Industrial spirits will now 
attract duty of 10 tambala 
per litre; 

e An increase in Govern- 
ment levy of 4 tambala per 
litre on petroleum pro- 
ducts, except paraffin. This 
will become effective from 
Ist April, 1983; 

e The fee chargeable for 
changing ownership of all 
sorts of vehicles will now be 
uniform. It will be K25.00 
and is effective from Ist 
April, 1983. 

e The system for taxing in- 
dividuals under the 
P.A.Y.E. category will be 
simplified. Almost all per- 
sonal allowances which ap- 
plied for this category will 
be removed from Ist April, 
1983. 


hon. 

Estimated expenditure 
on the recurrent account is 
K247.4 million. Estimated 
revenues are K228.0. mil- 
lion, leaving a deficit of 
K19.4 million. The com- 
bined deficit is therefore 
K56.0 million. 

To reduce the deficit it is 
intended to limit govern- 
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ment borrowing from the ~ 
banking system to a maxi- 

mum of K20 million. The 
balance of K36.0 million 
will be financed by a loan of 
K25 million which the Go- 
vernment intends to raise 
to meet special needs aris- 
ing from the adjustments 
currently under way, and 
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Major Sectors Get Lion's Share 


GOVERNMENT deve-| 


lopment expenditure for 
the 1983/84 financial 
year stands at K152.5 
million, divided primari- 
ty into projects to be fi- 
nanced from external 
loans and grants, and \o- 
cally borrowed finance, 
the Minister of Finance, 
Mr. Chakakala Chaziya 
said yesterday. 
Presenting his third bud- 
get to the National Assem- 
bly, the Minister said that 
the largest part of the esti- 
mates, K39.1 million had 
= to the agricultural sec- 


ge sectors which had 
received large amounts are 


transport, 


K37,2 million. 


—_>—_ 


and education K22.6 mil- 
lion. 

“These two sectors play 
a large part directly and in- 
directly, in making agricul- 
ture, the backbone of the 


- economy, what it is,” he 


said. 


The three sectors toge- 
ther account for 64.9 per 
cent of the total estimated 


- on the Development ac- 


count. 
Other sectors, such as 
posts and telecommunica- 
tions, forestry and natural 
resources, electricity, 
power and health, which 
also play crucial roles in the 
country’s economic and so- 
cial progress, account for 
the bulk of the remainder. 





Chaziya Spells Budget Aims 


THE MINISTER of Fi- 
nance Mr. Chakakala 
Chaziya said yesterday 
that the two main objec- 
tives of the 1983/84 bud-. 
get were to reduce the 


internal and external im- . 


baiances of the econo- 
my to sustainable leveis 
and to promote the re- 
sumption of higher 
growth rates of the 
economy. 


He told Parliament when 
he presented the budget 
statement that for the na- 
tron to achieve these objec-- 
tives there was need for sta- 
bility in the economy. 


- This- called for a reduc- 
tion im the deficit on the 
budget to levels that are 
consistant with the tlow of 
domestic resources. 

“Expenditures can only 
be allowed to mcrease if 
there is a corresponding in- 
crease in revenues,” he 
Said. - 


“If this principle is noc 


followed, the deficits can 
only be financed by drain- 
ing reserves, which is not a 
desirable thing to do.” 

He said that in order to 


achieve a sustainable imba- 
lance on the balance of pay- 
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ments, all measures which 
encourage the production 
of export goods will be pur- 
sued. 

To do that, he said, it was 


important to redirect pub- 


lic sector investment to- 
wards more productive sec- 
tors. 

“This means that the 
share of resources allocated 
to the agricultural sector 
will continue to grow. For 
the private sector. appro- 
priate imcentives such as 
pricing will be given inor- 
der to promote growth and 
diversification in invest- 
ment.” 

















Malawi's Economy to Grow by 3.6% 


THE Malawi-economy Is | 


expected to grow by 3.6 
per cent in the new fi- 
nancial year, the Minis- 


ter of Finance, Mr. Chak- | 


akala Chaziya said yes- ‘ 
terday. 

In 1982 the economy re- 
gistered a 3 per cent growth 
rate despite depressed 
world economic condi- 


Most of this growth was. 


due to a 6.2 per cent increa- 


x teal eee ee 
re. Total imports declined 


by 5 per cent while exports 
remained 


d from 
their 1981 level. 


For 1983 it is estimated 
that exports will increase 


New Method of Assessing Income Tax 


“A SIMPLER” method 
of taxing individuals, 
whose source of income 


is derived from employ- ° 
ment, comes into effect 
on April I 


Chaziya, told Parlia-. 
ment that the simplified 
methods entailed that an 
individual would be re- 
quired to pay tax on his 
income without recour- 
se to the individuai’s or 
personal circumstances. 


The Commissioner of 
Taxes will be publishing 
in the media details of 
how the new method is 
supposed to operate. 

He said that the main 
advantages of this sim- 
plification were that a 
fair number of 
would start paying 2 fai- 
rer share of tax than had 
been the case before. 

Employers would also 
find it easier to operate 
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by 13 per cent, while im- 
-~ «tegatana Miah ad 


e Chaziya said that the 
current account deficit on 
the balance of payments 
was expected to increase 
slightly due to a deteriora- 


deficit of the balance of 


arrangements, 
ge yt 


continue to be restrained, 


he said. 


and individuals would 
now pay an income tax 
figure which minimises 
the need for further as-_ 
sessment to determine 
arrears. 


It was expected that 
Government would 
benefit from the imme- 
diate use of revenue 
which would have 
otherwise waited for 
issue of assessment ar- 
rears. 

The simplification 
will apply to the “‘Pay as 
you ” category. 

The graduated tax 
category will come 
under scheme in the 
1984/85 financial year. 


Steps have also been 
taken to approach some 
individuals who did not 
deciare fully their inco- 
mes from other sources. 

The Government has 
obtained the relevant in- 

















formation on which to 
base assessments and 
weecine: Scone 

‘* [would like to appealto 
all those individuals or 
companies who will re- 
ceive notification to 
make payments within 
the days prescribed by 
law,” the minister said. 


The Trick is Hard Work 


CSO: 


3200/1181 


THE Minister of Finance, Mr. Chakakala 
Chaziya, presented his budget statement to 
Parliament yesterday. The budget shows a 
combined deficit of K56 million. 

To reduce this deficit, he has introduced 
a aumber of measures which include a new 
system of “simplified” income tax assess- 
ment and increases in duty for beer, and 
other luxury items. 

The Minister also said that the budget 
aimed at reducing the internal and external 
impalances:in the economy to sustainable 
levels and to oer the resumption of 
higher rates of growth of the economy. 

’ We could not agree more with him. 

After registering no growth at all in 1980 
and 1981, the economy registered a 3.6 per 
growth rate last year, thanks to increased 
agricultural output. 

In the new financial year, the economy is 
expected to grow by 3.6 per cent. 

Hard work and sacrifice are called for if 
Malawi is to get back to its desired growth 
rate. 

As the Minister of Finance said, there is 
no reason why farmers should work so hard 
while other people fritter their efforts away. 
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MALI 


DIALLO OUTLINES UPDM'S SOCIOECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TASKS 


Bamako L'ESSOR in French 26-27 Mar 83 pp 4, 5 


[Text] The country began to celebrate the fourth anniversary of the Democratic Union 
of Malian yesterday. For this occasion, we interviewd Djibril Diallo, political 
secretary of the Central Executive Bureau, who outlined for us the party's progress 
and defined its socioeconomic development tasks. 


[Question] Mr Political Secretary, it can be said that the Democratic Union of Malia 
People truly became established after its Extraordinary Congress. What are, in your 
opinion, the objective reasons which brought this noted change? 


[Answer] Yes, the party has changed over the past 2 years and I will try to discuss 
these various changes. 


I must first cmphasize that accessibility to the Party, which was one of the main 
objectives of the Extraordinary Congress, was an effective measure. The proof is in 
the strong democratic revival of the UDPM and UNJM [Malian Youth Union] meetings and 
of the legislative and municipal elections in which eagerly participated party mem- 
bers from all walks of life. To be sure, those are by-products of this accessibility 
but they nonetheless bear witness to its real effectiveness. 


An in-depth analysis shows that this change is reflected in the party members' ever 
increasing awareness and in the party's strength and interest in the defense of both 
just individual causes and the collective good. Let me give you an example: There 
is now much less willingness on the part of party members to leave party business to 
its sole leaders. They no longer feel merely responsible for electing them, nor 
satisfied with letting them tackle community affairs. People were also inclined to 
believe--luckily this too is lessening--that elect officials were responsible for the 
material as well as the moral needs of their constituents. 


There are therefore positive changes, not only in the number of citizens participatin; 
in party activities, but also in the quality of their involvement, both on an individ- 
ual and collective basis, concerning their role and that of the party. 


Party members are changing their attitude, becoming more involved every day and, durir 
meetings, they now often bring up on their own issues of general interest, engaging ir 
lively discussions about the problems of their neighborhood committees and offering 


effective solutions. 
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Under the party's impetus, people have become acutely aware that they are, first of 
all, masters of their own destiny and the driving force behind the economic and so- 
cial development. Look how much progress was made by improving the political 
language and how much was actually achieved, particularly with regard to infra- 
structures and facilities of a social nature (construction and repair of dirt roads; 
building of schools, infirmaries and maternity clinics; sanitation improvement of 
towns and villages; dike building; afforestation »rograms; building of bridges and 
canals, just to mention a few). 


This social and economic development is extremely important, for most of these 
achievement are financed through voluntary contributions of a joint nature, namely, 
money and "work." As you know, our revenues are small. On the other hand, due to 
the extremely seasonal nature of our main activity, i.e., agriculture, many workers 
are available; they represent a very important "work potential." 


The only possibility for ths state to mobilize these potential workers is to create 
jobs. This cannot be done without revenues. It cannot be done without free outside 
aid. It can only be done by increasing taxes, directly or indirectly. 


On the other hand, taking the above-mentioned into account, projects implemented on 
the basis of the Party's suggestion to mix monetary and work contributions would then 
use some of these potential workers whose productivity would otherwise be lost day by 
day. Let us take the example of a dirt road to be built by a sub-section of 30,000 
members at a cost of 30 million francs, 15 million of which for material and 15 mil- 
lion for labor (I am obviously simplifying the figures). If the sub-section chooses 
to make a monetary contribution, each of its members will have to contribute 1,000 
francs; but, if it chooses to make a joint contribution, each will be required to 
contribute only 500 francs in addition to, obviously, a work contribution. I have 
noted in the various meetings I have attended that this second option is most often 


chosen. 


Thus, a maternity clinic which would cost the taxpayers 30 million if it were to be 
built by the state, would only cost 15 million, not counting the symbolic share of 
the project. This plan could be compared to an amplifier, with the Party's policy 
acting as the network, the incoming current being the 15 million contribution which 
would be worth 30 million at the point of exit. It is extremely interesting. 


I am not digressing, for politics, let us not forget it, justifies itself through its 
social and economic goals. 


In any case, we will have other opportunities to study this suggestion more thoroughly. 


What must be retained, however, of the in-depth effects of the Secretary General's 
message concerning the mobilization of our resources for the proper development of our 
model society is their positive impact. To this end, I will repeat once again the 
very encouraging statements made by an official during my recent trip to the Fifth 

and Seventh Regions: "Here we do not like to say that we are in distress, because 

if we keep saying so, we run the risk of remaining forever in distriss." This-state-- 
ment is the more valuable as it was actually accompanied, in the mentioned 
district, by many concrete projects such as the organization of a cattle market and 


population settlement. 
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This change in mentality now taking place, should it continue, will become, in 
time, the party's most valuable middle-range goal. 


We can now say that the party is running fairly smoothly when we look at its struc- 
tures. As a matter of fact, section and sub-section meetings are held regularly. 
The committees still need to make the effort of holding general assemblies, their 
lapse being due partially to material difficulties or social customs. We can, how- 
ever, hope for very rapid progress through, on the one hand, the party's commissions 
set up at both a national and section level, which have already done much work, and 
on the other, the creation of the party's school which is developing on schedule. 


To survey the changes allows us not to discuss at length the reasons for those 

changes; moreover, they are fairly clear. People have understood that the UDPM allo 
them to participate in building the nation without confusion; individual and collec- 
tive concerns can be studied by each person in the party's context and, better still 


their advise will be taken into account. 


Furthermore, the dialog between the party and its rank and file brings into the open 
difficulties and their objective causes, thus encouraging a spirit of solidarity. 


The positive factors may be briefly described by saying that the members wholehearte 
endorse their party. It is perceived as a privileged tool to change our hostile en- 
vironment, a tool which discriminates against no one. This will remain true as long 
as the party continues to focus its efforts on the concerns of its rank and file, 
initiating concrete projects aimed at a better standard of living. 


[Question] Mali's socioeconomic situation has reached a critical point due to inter 
and outside factors. What can the party do to find solutions to the problems arisin 


from this situation? 


[Answer] The party's role in resolving problems due to our difficult socioeconomic 
Situation hinges on the following measures: 


1. To evaluate the situation and analyze its causes; 
2. To search for major guidelines in order to overcome these difficulties; 


3. To evaluate the measures, in keeping with the guidelines set forth in the Second 
National Council; and 


4. To implement then. 


I would like to say that none of these measures may be taken alone and they all impl 
a series of contacts, forethoughts and exchanges of ideas among all the various leve 
of the party and between the party and the administration. 


This is the way the party adopted its important guidelines for the various headings 
of the five-year plan during the first economic meeting of the National Council. 
Some of the results were our policies of self-sustainance, of which the cereal polic 
is one of the features, water control and encouragement of rank and file initiatives 


just to mention a few. 
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I will recall, without tarrying over them, the recent conclusions of the last eco- 
nomic meeting of the National Council, conclusions which were widely distributed. 


In addition, several studies were, or are being conducted concerning the state 
sector; some of these decisions set forth by the party and the government on this 
subject are being implemented. You must also have noted the Secretary General's 
specific guidelines concerning the inauguration of a permanent direct dialog between 
the high officials of the party and the government and the rank and file. The 
purpose of this dialog is to inform openly and objectively each and every member 
about the concrete realities of our country. 


I will mention as an example my trip to the draught-stricken Seventh and Fifth Regions. 
In addition to taking practical measures, my mission was to make the party members 
receptive to the key concepts of national solidarity and will to succeed, the party 
having to crystallize its economic activities around these concepts. 


Every Malian citizen knows that the continuing draught is affecting us adversely and 
that the difficult and troubled world economic activities are evidently an obstacle 


to our development. 


It is up to us, Malians, to convince ourselves that we must not give up our courage 
and century-old dignity because of this unfavorable situation, but that, on the 
contrary, it must become a new challenge to be faced with our traditional faith in 


the future and increased efforts. 


Who, better than the UDPM, can promote this faith in the future? Who, better than our 
party, can encourage this sense of initiative? 


I will quote once again the late Hamatou Ag Firhoun, the deputy from Menaka. I have 
quoted him before and I will quote him again; he declared during the Extraordinary 
Congress: "In the past, Mali has known propitious as well as difficult periods such 
as droughts; but we never accepted to be humiliated by exchanging our dignity for any 
outside advantage whatsoever. We have always fought victoriously and, consequently, 


we are a respected people." 


These words are now a message from the past, but, more than ever, their importance is 


topical. 


Our party does not pretend to be able, alone, to resolve our country's problems, but 
by encouraging objective explanations and forethoughts, it gives rise to collective 
awareness. It also releases our people's self-defense reflexes and gathers their 
energy in a tremendous and enlightened movement of solidarity that will carry all 
redeeming activities and progress, thus mixing decisively state actions with those of 


anonymous party members. 


The Democratic Union of Malian People established fruitful relations of 


[Question] 
What 


cooperation and solidarity with parties in Africa and the rest of the world. 
are its leading principles. Can you survey these relations for us? 


[Answer] The initiation of fruitful relations between the UDPM and other African 
parties may be explained in two ways: First, the will of our party to establish true 
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solidarity among all people of the world who are embracing justice and peace; 
second, the trust kindly placed on our people by the parties with which we have 
established relations. They trusted our people's ability to organize and mobilize 
themselves in order to safeguard their major interests, defend just causes and fight 
against racism, apartheid and the bad reputation of the national product. The 
party's by-laws clearly spell out the leading basic principles relating-to.relations 
between the UDPM and other parties. These principles are friendship, non-interven- 
tion in the internal affairs of other people and mutual interest. They are aimed 
specifically at African parties in order to seal African unity on viable bases. 


We advocate peaceful coexistence and mutual respect and interest with political 
parties outside the continent. 


UDPM works with all the parties, bar none, involved with maintaining international 
peace and fighting for national independence against imperialism, colonialism, neo- 
colonialism, racism, apartheid and Zionism. UDPM works to promote nonalignment. I 
might omit or forget something if I were to try to draw up a comprehensive list of 
our involvements with other parties. Without discriminating in any way against the 
parties with which we have very close ties, may I be allowed, however, to emphasize 
our relations with the Socialist Party of Senegal, the FLN Party of Algeria, the 
Democratic Party of Guinea-RDA [African Democratic Rally] and the Democratic Party o: 
the Ivory Coast-RDA. We recently initiated promising contacts with the Congolese 


Labor Party. 


In Europe, we have a fruitful cooperation with the Unified Socialist Party of the 
German Democratic Republic and the Soviet Communist Party. Many contacts were 
initiated with other parties in the FRG and France, in particular. 


In the Near East, we have a protocol agreement with the Iraqi Baas Party. 


In America, we may point out our very friendly and close relations with the Cuban 
Communist Party. 

In Asia, we cannot keep quiet about our cooperation with the Communist Party of the 
People's Republic of China and the Labor Party of the People's Democratic Republic 
of Korea. 


It would be tedious to list all the joint projects undertaken by the UDPM and its 
brotherly parties and friends. What must be retained is that, together, we are 
trying to build a world of justice, peace and social progress. 


[Question] Two years after the Extraordinary Congress, do you think that the UDPM 
has reached the goals it had set for itself and will it have bypassed them by the 


Second Congress? 
In either case, can you give us the reason for it? 


[Answer] You know the UDPM is not racing against time. We can even say that time is 
working for it. We should recall that our country has just awakened from a lengthy 
political hibernation and it took some time to adjust to the democratic structures 
that had to be set up. These things are not done in one day and trials and errors 


are unavoidable at the beginning. 
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The main thing is that we were perceptive enough to conduct needed self-criticism 
and to start again. You saw the members' response to the revival of the party's 

rank and file meetings; you noted the many contacts between the high officials and 
the rank and file, the latter having the opportunity of discussing regularly with 

the former their concerns, problems and hopes; you noted that the party is parti- 
pating actively in the improvement of the socioeconomic environment through a large- 
scale mobilization of its members. In other words, the UDPM is becoming increasingly 
more involved in the political, economic and social activities of the nation. 


In my opinion, it is an excellent result after 4 years which are a very small 
interlude in the life of a party. Numbers alone cannot qualify our progress; it is 
molding a new spirit among our members and a better adherence to the ideals set 


forth by the party. 


I would like to take this opportunity to salute the fourth anniversary of our party. 
I am sure that each member will celbrate joyfully, thus responding to our Secretary 


General's request. 


Coming back to the survey, I will tell you simply that the primary goal of political 
action is to work at changing man. 


He is the beginning and the end of each of our actions. His effectiveness depends on 
his capability and his attitude. The former is often God's gift which he must develop 
and nurture. As for the latter, it is molded every day; it is often decisive; it is 


part of the party's steadfast goal. 
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MAURITIUS 


MINISTER JUGNAUTH THANKS QADHDHAFI FOR SUPPORT 


Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 16 Mar 83 pp 1,8 


[ Article: "In Message to Colonel Qadhdhafi Published Yesterday, Mr A. Jugnauth 
Thanks Libya for ‘Unlimited Support Given to the Mauritian People'" | 


[ Text | Col Muammar Qadhdhafi, chief of the Libyan revolution, received a mes- 
sage of thanks from Mr Aneerood Jugnauth, prime minister of Mauritius, for 
"the unlimited support by the Libyan people to the Mauritian people,” noted 
the Libyan press agency JANA in a report received in Paris. 


In this message, Mr Aneerood Jugnauth stressed the hope of the Mauritian 
people “to see a strengthening of Libyan-Mauritian cooperation," added JANA. 


Moreover, in a report filed from the island of Mauritius, the agency indicated 
that the Mauritian prime minister had received a Libyan delegation currently 
visiting the island on the occasion of the 15th anniversary of its indepen- 


dence. 


"We are proud of our ties with the Libyan Jamahiriyah," said Mr Aneerood 
Jugnauth -- quoted by JANA -- while stressing "the struggle of the Libyan 
Jamahiriyah against imperialism and colonialism” and its aid "to the African 
peoples fighting for their freedom and their independence." 


Touching on the (possible) twinning of Tripoli and Port Louis, the capital of 
the island of Mauritius, Mr Jugnauth felt that "it is natural for this twinning 
to take place because it means, in reality, the association of the Libyan and 
Mauritian peoples following the accession to power of the Mauritian Militant 


Movement | MMM “a 


The MMM, he added, “had decided on this association before getting to power, 
as a means to express its esteem and its friendship for the people of Libya." 


Svill according to JANA, Mr Jugnauth condemned "the colonialist thrust which 
attacks the ambitions of the African peoples.” "We must develop ourselves as 
an African revolutionary force to oppose this thrust, otherwise Africa will 
once again become an area of exploitation, as it was in the past. To achieve 
real independence, we must endeavor to obtain economic independence," he 


stated. 
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MAURITIUS 


JUGNAUTH, BERENGER INTERVIEWED ON RELEVANCE OF MARXISM 
Port Louis LE NOUVEAU MILITANT in French 16 Mar 83 ppl, 4 


[LE NOUVEAU MILITANT interview with Aneerood Jugnauth and Paul Berenger on the 
centenary of the death of Marx; date and place not given] 


[Text] Is Marxism still relevant in 1983? What is the status 
of the class struggle in Mauritius? Can one build socialism 
within the framework of parliamentary democracy? What are 
the relations between the leftist government and the private 
sector in Mauritius? These questions were put to Aneerood 
Jugnauth, prime minister and former chairman of the MMM, and 
to Paul Berenger, minister of finance and economy and 
secretary general of the MMM for many years. Here they 
respond to party members' questions on the occasion of the 
centenary of Marx's death. 


LE NOUVEAU MILITANT: Do you think that Marxism is still relevant in 1983? 


Aneerood Jugnauth: Yes, Marxism is the basic science of socialism. Every 
socialist is inspired by this science. Though we are not envisaging a utopia, 
we must do everything possible to build a socialist society by changing the 
Capitalist structures and operating through class struggle. As long as we 
have not yet reached that objective, Marxism remains more relevant than ever. 


Paul Berenger: Yes, but I would speak rather of Marxisms, because, as I have 
always said, to me Marxism (in the plural) represents a number of concepts that 
help in analyzing societies. Marxism also provides the tools for transformation 
of these societies. The key concepts of Marxism are the indispensable tools 

for analysis and transformation. Marxism is indisputably still relevant. 


Question: To what extent does the left's accession to power in Mauritius give 
a new dimension to the class struggle, which is one of the foundations of 


Marxism? 


A.J.: This is how it is. When we were in the opposition, we defended the 
interests and the cause of the workers and the oppressed. Now that we are in 
the government, we must continue this policy. We are closer to the workers, 
because, despite the difficulties we have to face, we work for their well-being 
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by continuing this class struggle. The workers as a whole are no doubt 
unsatisfied with the results thus far achieved, but I can assure them that we 
are making all efforts humanly possible in the social, economic and political 
field to iive up to our philosophy of class struggle. 


P.B.: I am not too fond of the expression: "Class struggle is one of the 
foundations of Marxism." Using the key concepts of Marxism, we inevitably 
recognize the existence of classes, of class societies. The social classes are 
thus an objective reality that we recognize. The aim of the leftists--including 
the MMM--has never been to aggravate class antagonisms just for the pleasure of 
doing so. Their aim is to go beyond a class society. In Mauritius, the coming 
to power of a leftist government has, despite the mainly economic constraints, 
definitely added a new dimension of opportunity for the non-owner classes to 
express themselves and organize. After 8 months of leftist government, a great 
deal has been done, though certainly not enough, to enable the non-owner classes 
and workers, especially in a broader sense, to express themselves and organize. 


Question: Is the MMM-PSM [Mauritian Socialist Party] government program a 
phase toward the MMM's ideal of a classless society? 


A.J.: I do not believe that any society, at least thus far, has reached the 
point of eliminating social classes. Human nature being as it is, and civili- 
zation being what it is and has been, some distinction will always continue to 
exist within society for the very reason of the various functions and professions 
and the existence of various categories of workers. However, it remains our 
objective to reduce and eliminate the economic and social distinctions and 
disparities. Our ultimate aim is certainly to get rid of exploitation. 


P.B.: The MMM-PSM government program, on the basis of which we were elected on 
1l June, certainly does constitute an important phase toward a society without 
classes, freed from any form of exploitation or domination. However, the 
problem today for the Mauritian left is that the economic heritage and our 
dependence in respect to the IMF and the World Bank place considerable limi- 
tations even on implementation of our government program. Today we have to 

talk about an austerity of the left. We committed ourselves to building a 
democratic socialism. We are in the process of doing so; a genuinely nonaligned 
socialism--that we have already achieved; and we are in the process of creating 
a modern socialism with stress on management. Nevertheless, the economic 
heritage and the international crisis do impose considerable limitations on us. 
Today, austerity is the rule throughout the world. However, we must explain the 
difference between an austerity of the left and one of the right. We must make 
it understood that the austerity of the left, which is unfortunately inevitable, 
does differ in substance. It has a democratic content and permits the non- 
owning classes to express themselves and to organize. It has a national con- 
tent, anti-localist, and also a class content. To cite only one example, we 
have just started unemployment compensation. 


We must also make it understood that this austerity of the left aims at a 

better future, while the austerity of the right only leads to more exploitation. 
This austerity of the left is a phase, though longer, toward a classless society. 
We must also be able to inspire the entire people, both as the government and 

the party, and demonstrate the necessary leadership in order to get through 

this difficult phase of the austerity of the left. 
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Question: The building of socialism in the framework of parliamentary democracy 
is an interesting, though rare, experiment. Have there been any contradictions 


thus far? 


A.J.: Mauritius is indeed one of the rare countries that have had the 
opportunity to build socialism within the framework of a parliamentary demo- 
cracy. On 1l June we achieved an overwhelming victory, unprecedented in the 
analysis of parliamentary democracy. I am confident that we will be capable 
of building socialism, phase by phase, within the framework of parliamentary 
democracy. Already, during the past few months, we have strengthened this 


democracy. 


Also, we have a number of achievements to our credit. Yet we have to endure 
austerity, an austerity that we are compelled to accept. It is an austerity 
that limits our actions to a considerable degree and imposes on us restrictions 
and constraints. We would have preferred to advance more quickly, but the 
economic constraints prevent us from doing so. However, we must not forget 
that this is an austerity of the left. We have already taken steps that will 
enable us to evolve toward socialism. This austerity of the left in no way 
harms the people; it is the very opposite of an austerity of the right that 
imposes, represses, and rejects dialogue. We operate in a different way, 
because we want the people to be informed about the real situation; we want them 
to participate and understand what is really happening. We are certain that 
the sacrifices that we are asking of the country will soon bear fruit, and that 


things will begin to change. 


P.B.: I would not refer to it as a contradiction. Building socialism in a 
Pluralist situation and in the framework of parliamentary democracy does 
present special difficulties, but I would not hesitate to say that it also 
provides guarantees for success. Our choice is irrevocable. We have always 
elected to build socialism within pluralism, in the framework of a parliamen- 
tary democracy that we have already made more democratic. We will continue in 


this direction. 


Question: Ever since its establishment, the MMM has advocated an alliance of 
the non-owner classes around a program and a plan for society. How is this 
alliance working in the framework of being in power, and how would you char- 
acterize the leftist government's relations with the private sector? 


A.J. As for the alliance of classes, I would remind you that we have always 
said that this was absolutely necessary to our struggle, for a period of time, 
because of our inherited economy, society and structures. We reaffirm today 
that the struggle for socialism in Mauritius requires, for a good length of 


time, an alliance of classes. 


That is even more true today in view of our economic situation, problems and 
constraints. As we have said in the past, even some cooperation with the 
private sector is essential. We all agree that in order to reach our final 
objective we will have to pass through various phases. During several of these 
phases, the oppressed classes with common interests must unite their strength. 
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However, we must recognize and accept that to a certain degree the existence 
of the private sector is a reality. The cooperation of that sector is 
essential for development of the country for a period of time. Obviously, 
however, the people will be called on more and more to take control of their 
economic destiny, and this will gradually decrease the role of the private 


sector. 


Nevertheless, I am not in favor of state control. I am for socialism, without 
favoring state control. I believe that the people involved in the production 
in each sector should assume control, make decisions, administer and operate 
enterprises, factories and properties where they work. 


Based on the production and productivity, they can decide on the share of 
profit they should receive. That would give them a reel motivation that does 
not exist in a state-controlled system. Thus, we must avoid state control. 
In fact, I favor self-management. 


P.B.: I have to refer once again to the constraints mentioned earlier. We 
would like to proceed more quickly; we would like the most downtrodden classes 
to be able to express themselves and organize more than they can today, because 
of the constraints that burden us. In fact, this government was brought to 
power by an alliance of classes. At the time of the coming election, we will 
analyze what phase we have reached. 


As regards the government's relations with the private sector, let us talk about 
what we inherited. We have a crushing budget deficit; we have no choice but to 
reduce it in accordance with the conditions set by the IMF and the World Bank. 
These economic and budget constraints prevent us--and will continue to do so 

for several years--from creating jobs, even production jobs, in the public 
sector. Hence, the inevitable conclusion that over the next few years it is in 
the private sector that production jobs must be created. This thus assumes 

that the government will give the private sector the resources to create these 
jobs. Prior to the elections, the MMM had talked at length about a "conflictual 
working arrangement" with the Mauritian private sector. 


There is still the reality today. The private sector approves of some things 
that the government does and opposes others. It is in this sense that there is 
actually a "conflictual working arrangement" today. The conflictual aspect 
emerges especially when the subject of nationalization comes up. Our program 
for nationalizations laid out in our government program was precise and limited. 
The Mauritian Constitution will be amended in a few weeks to authorize compen- 
sation over a period of time. This bill will inevitably result in a thorough 
debate on the subject of nationalization and state control of the key sectors 
of the economy. The government recently explained its positions in a statement 
by the prime minister that the industrial sector, in particular the free zone, 
as well as the hotel sector are outside the nationalization category. As for 
Sugar industry, our government program envisaged nationalization of two fac- 
tories and 20,000 acres of land. Several of us in the government think that 
that will not be enough to deal with the serious crisis the sugar industry is 














experiencing and to develop future sugar prospects for Mauritius. We do not 
want to override the investigation commission on the sugar industry, but we 

will soon issue a “cabinet memorandum" proposing a much more comprehensive 
approach to the entire sugar industry. If the government approves this project, 
the state will have taken a big step forward in control of the very heart of the 
Mauritian economy. That is one aspect of our activity. In the meantime, the 
Cargo Handling Corporation will be established in the port, and the CNT [expan- 
sion unknown] will be extended to cover all areas of the island; the minister 

of energy is preparing the necessary legislation in respect to "water rights.” 


This then is proof enough that we are moving ahead with respect to our commit- 
ments on nationalization. 
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MAURITIUS 


SUGAR PRODUCERS ASSOLLATION OPPOSES NATIONALIZATION 


Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 16 Mar 83 p 4 


| Article: "Before the Avramovic Committee -- The MSPA Opposes the Creation 
of a 'Sugar Authority’ and Nationalization” | 


[Text | There are three parts to the report submitted yesterday 
morning to the Avramovic Committee by the MSPA { Mauritius Sugar 
Producers Association |. In it, the industry specifically asks 
for reforms in the sugar industry funds, and espresses opposi- 
tion to the establishment of a Sugar Authority and to national- 
ization respectively. 


Examining the case of the Sugar Industry Rehabilitation Fund, the MSPA re- 
quested a reduction of the "levy," better representation of the industry on 
the management committee, an amendment of the law to prevent abuses, limita- 
tion of the activities of the fund to its original objectives within the 
framework of a reasonable budget, the prohibition of public funds, and new 
management methods. In the chapter dealing with the Sugar Industry Fund Board, 
the manufacturers-planters ask that expenses be eliminated, that the subdivi- 
sion of the land be discouraged and the regrouping of it encouraged, that only 
one-quarter of the assets of the fund be invested in state funds, that the 
Board grant loans through the Sugar Syndicate for sugar which has already been 
shippec but for which no payment has yet been made. 


Pondering the need to create a Sugar Authority, the MSPA expressed the opinion 
in this report that: (1) the existing institutions, created by the industry 
and the government, are perfectly suitable for an industry of this size; (2) 
arbitration, regulation and control are adequately taken care of by institu- 
tions, laws and regulations, which the Sugar Authority would only duplicate; 
(3) through its interventions in industry, by means of financial measures, 

the government is already the largest shareholder in the industry and one can- 
not imagine a stronger presence; (4) the government already plays a full role 
in the areas of international treaty negotiations and of marketing; (5) the 
government is already present at the production level in terms of fertilizers, 
water, customs duties, the Duty Stamp, etcetera; (6) government intervention 
is essential in relations involving manufacturers/planters/scale inspection, 
etcetera; (7) the government ensures respect of the labor laws; (8) the state 
is also represented in all the industry funds. 
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Furthermore, it is difficult to imagine that an Authority could solve the 
economic and financial problems of the industry. Up to now, the relevant 
ministries have been at the root of the circulation of information and of de- 
centralization. But there would be room, in the Ministry of Planning, for 
the creation of a Sugar Unit which would coordinate the activities of the in- 


dustry. 


Consequently, the MSPA opposes the creation of a Sugar Authority for the fol- 
lowing reasons: (i) the too extensive powers granted to this body would allow 
it to cover all aspects of the industry: production, research, marketing and 
administration; (ii) bottlenecks would occur everywhere to put a break on 
the efficiency of the industry; (iii) the centralization aspect of an Autho- 
rity is, in essence, the very opposite of modern management principles; (iv) 
the efficiency of the industry in matters of management, technique and admin- 
istration is a fact which is recognized by numerous international bodies and 
nothing, on that score, could justify the creation of an Authority; (v) it 
is to be feared that criteria other than economic ones would intervene, which 
would lead to administrative slowness; (vi) the experience of Jamaica shows 
where excessive state control and bureaucracy lead; (vii) in this respect, 
the case of the TDA [expansion unknown | is eloquent; (viii) a centralized 
body is the ideal target for government pressures and political decisions. 


Reviewing the possible circumstances and the risks of nationalization of the 
industry, the MSPA warned the authorities against the dangers to our economy 
presented by such a measure, for the following reasons: (a) the subdivision 
which will follow, will lead to a reduction of productivity and to ever in- 
creasing debts for the community; (b) most of the time, projects in favor of 
individual producers have been resounding failures; (c) cooperatives have 
not been a success on the island of Mauritius, and one should first think 
about putting them back on track; (d) the replacement of sugar cane by other 
production would result in heavy expenditures and losses. All the more so as 
Sugar cane has numerous advantages: resistance to cyclones, to diseases, and 
to predators, increased profits from manufacturing, market facilities, economy 
of scale, employment of a significant number of workers, contribution to the 
public funds, intercalary crops, by-products, advanced research, contribution 


of foreign currency, etcetera. 


Nationalization itself could only further dismissals in the fields, in the 
factories and in the services, as well as the closing of factories because of 
the general diversification. In these times of crisis, no agricultural re- 
newal program could solve our problems. In addition, nationalization has al- 
ready a threatening effect on foreign investors in the free zone. 


The MSPA also noted a series of constitutional problems imposed by nationali- 
zation and stated that, in terms of compensation, the industry's assets should 
be revalued relative to the inflation which took place during the preceding 
years, that the "tickets" must have a market value, be negotiable, yield rea- 
sonable interest, be indexed to the rate of inflation, and be reimbursable 
after a reasonable period of time. Finally, recourse to the Supreme Court 
should be maintained. 
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MAURITIUS 


BERENGER ON FOREIGN CURRENCY SHORTAGE, IMF 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 16 Mar 83 p 4 


‘ewes “Amount of our Reserves at the End of February: 528 Million 
Rupees” 


| Text | The amount of our reserves in foreign currency was assessed at 528 mil- 
lion rupees at the end of February. This was disclosed by the minister of 
finance, in response to a question from Mr Sylvio Michel. Of this sum, an 
amount of 472.7 million rupees is held by the Bank of Mauritius. 


Asked about the problems the country might encounter in the upcoming months, 
considering the low level of our reserves, Mr Berenger stated that he does 
indeed expect difficulties around the months of May, June and July, but that 
the necessary neasures have been taken to bring in more foreign currency. 


In response to another question from Mr Michel as to the possibility that the 
funds requested from the International Monetary Fund in the new Stand-by Agree- 
ment will be unfrozen before the end of the current financial year, Mr Berenger 
stated that he hopes that the board of directors of the IMF will approve our 
request for a Stand-by Agreement next month and that, if this happens, one 
could expect receipt of some 100 million rupees before the beginning of the 


next financial year. 


Moreover, Mr Berenger added, the Ministry of Finance, the Bank of Mauritius 
and the police have taken all possible steps to prevent foreign currency from 
leaving the country clandestinely. The planned measures include the search of 
passengers at the Plaisance airport. 
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MAURITIUS 


BRIEFS 


BUDGET DEFICIT -- The 1982/83 budget showed a deficit of 601.4 million rupees 
over a period of 5 months (July-November 1982). Expenditures for operation 
and development, during that period, rose to 1,664,838,491 rupees while income 
reached only 1,063, 394,871 rupees. [Excerpt] | Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in 

3 


French 17 Mar 83 p 1 | 


AIR MAURITIUS NATIONALIZED -- The national company will serve Saudi Arabia. 
The ministerial cabinet yesterday decided that the government will take con- 
trol of the national airline company, Air Mauritius. The government specified 
in this respect that its representatives and those of the company have nego- 
tiated "the best way to implement this." [Excerpt] | Port Louis LE MAURICIEN 


in French 18 Mar 83 p 4] 8463 


LALIT FOR NATIONALIZATION WITHOUT COMPENSATION -- "The planters should form 
cooperatives." LALIT | expansion unknown |, an extreme leftist political party, 
yesterday proposed to the Avramovic Committee, the total nationalization of 
the sugar industry, without payment of any compensation. The representatives 
of the party, Mrs Lindsey Collen and Mr Vijay Ram, stated that the country 
should reduce its dependence on sugar, because the future is not bright for 
this product. They also lashed out against the employers, whom they accused 
of "discrimination" at the level of the workers. They said that the workers 
are sometimes still victims of physical and verbal violence by the "'disik' 
bourgeoisie." [Excerpt] [Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 17 Mar 83 p 1| 


8463 


CORN PRODUCTION DROP -- The objective set by the government to produce 3,500 
tons of corn was apparently not reached. Indeed, it is said within private 
sector circles that the production figure is only on the order of 2,800 tons. 
This in spite of the guaranteed price of 2,800 rupees per ton, set by the 
Marketing Board, as well as the numerous facilities offered at various levels. 
People within the government circles are wondering about possible reasons for 
such a drop. [Excerpt] [Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 17 Mar 83 p 1] 
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JUGNAUTH CLAIMS DINGO GARCIA -- In the speech he made at the summit meeting 

of non-aligned countries in New Delhi, on Tuesday, Prime Minister Aneerood 
Jugnauth defended the Mauritian claim on the Chagos archipelago, which in- 
cludes Diego Garcia. The prime minister condemned the "immoral and illegal 
separation" of Diego Garcia from Mauritius by "the former colonial power" 
(Great y jcoeeed reported the . 3ENCE FRANCE IRESSE in a dispatch from New 
Delhi. [Excerpt | 1 {Port Louis LE NOUVEAU MILITANT in French 10 Mar 83 pp 1,4] 
8463 
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NAMIBIA 


SWAPO CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETS IN CUANZA SUL 
MB240639 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 0500 GMT 23 Apr 83 


[Text] The meeting of the SWAPO Central Committee, enlarged with the parti- 
cipation of 138 delegates representing the national leadership of that organi- 
zation, the People's Liberation Army of Namibia, and representatives of the 
organization abroad and in international organizations, ended in Cuanza Sul 
Province in Angola on Wednesday. The participants in the enlarged SWAPO 
Central Committee meeting analyzed the critical political and military 
situation in Namibia and re-elected Sam Nujoma to the post of the president 


of the organization. 


Analyzing the situation resulting from the continued illegal occupation and 
the military aggression in Namibia by the Pretoria racist regime, the 
participants in the meeting stressed that this was taking place at a time 
when the situation in southern Africa in general and in Namibia in particular 
was assuming proportions which seriously threatened international peace 

and security. The enlarged SWAPO Central Committee meeting, which was also 
attended by representatives from the combat zones, the National Union of 
Namibian Workers, the Namibian Health and Education Centers in Angola and 
Zambia, condemned the support of the NATO countries, particularly the 
United States, the FRG, and Japan, for the policy of brutal repression and 
exploitation of human and natural resources by racist South Africa, parti- 
cularly in Namibia. 


The Pretoria racist regime's use of Namibian territory as a springboard 

for its continuing aggression against neighboring countries, particularly 
against the people's Republic of Angola, was also condemned by the 
participants in the meeting. A communique issued at the end of the meeting 
condemned the attempt orchestrated by Washington and Pretoria link to the 
question of the independence of Namibia with the presence of Cuban inter- 
nationalist troops in Angola. The meeting also said that the so-called 
Western Contact Group on Namibia is no longer a factor in the implementation 
of Resolution 435 of the UN Security Council. 


The meeting also made an urgent appeal to the UN Security Council to exercise 
its total responsibility for the quick implementation of Resolution 435, as 
the futile activity of the Contact Group has become a mere furtive action in 
favor of the racists. The meeting condemned the crimes perpetrated by the 
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Pretoria regime against the peoples of Angola, Lesotho, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
Zambia, Botswana and the Seychelles and other countries of the region, and 

it called on the Namibian people to close ranks behind their vanguard organi- 
zation in the struggle to destroy the occupationist forces. 


SWAPO also expressed its deep gratitude to the MPLA-Labor Party Central 
Committee and Angolan President Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos for the 


political, diplomatic and material support given the struggle of the 
Namibian people. 
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FEDECO, ELECTION SITUATION UPDATED 


London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL in English No 7, 30 Mar 83 p 8 


[Text ] 


dangerous to national cohesion. 
Certainly FEDECO’s ruling has sealed the fate of the Progres- 
sive Peoples’ Alliance (PPA), whose only conceivabie hope was 
NPP would emerge ahead of the other 
after the first rounds, so that the leading party’s presidential 
candidate could have become the PPA j ial candidate. 
Anyhow, the strains within the disintegrating PPA had already 
become intolerable, not least by the decisions of the smaller 
opposition parties to align themselves with one of the other of 
i i . Earlier this month Alhaji 
PRP (Iimoudu) in the House of 


NPP platform. Ironically, the first serious electoral clashes in the 
PRP stronghold of Kano were between the party’s Aminu Kano 
faction and the NPN, at a rally held by Senator Sabo Bakin 

Another embarrassing episode for FEDECO is the apparent 
inadequacy of last August’s electoral registration following publi- 
cation of the preliminary voters lists. Ovie-Whiskey has publicly 
apologized to those such as Azikiwe whose names were omitted 
although they had registered. (Azikiwe believes the omission io 
have been deliberate.) FEDECO ascribes the ‘‘bungling’’ to 
De La Rue, the London-based company which had been sub- 
contracted. Whoever is to blame, it is almost certainly the result 
of inefficiency rather than political malice. In NPN-controlled 
Sokoto State 1.5m names are-reported to have been left off the 
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list; in Makurdi, capital of Benue State (also NPN-controlled), 
registration work has started again after only one name had 
appeared on the preliminary voters’ list in one sector. 

For the task of apportioning blame, it might turn out fortunate 
for the authorities that the ballot boxes have also been ordered 
from abroad, and that Internal Affairs Minister Ali Baba awarded 
the contract to furnish Nigerians with identity cards to foreign 
concerns as well. . 

FEDECO has had to. extend by a week the period during which 
the electoral register can be amended, and Ovie-Whiskey frankly 


expects the decision on the electoral sequence to be challenged in 
the courts. This could give the government a breathing space in 
which to improve preliminary arrangements. (There is a lot of 
litigation still to be decided). The result of any election based on 
FEDECO’s efforts so far is bound to be disputed. There are now 
rumours that referenda are to be held in May for the establishment 
of a New Cross River State and a Katsina State, though the other 
$0-odd proposed new states are not contemplated this year. If 
the two new states are established, it will largely be for pressing 
electoral reasons. 

The failure to renominate Cross River State Governor Clement 
Isong (AC Vol 24 No 5) for the NPN continues to improve the 
chances of UPN victory. The UPN candidate, Esuene, is” well 
known as the head of the former Le administration in the 
state. And Isong’s supporters; the so-called ‘“‘Home Front’’, 
under the chairmanship of Chief Victor Etta, still flock to the 
UPN. The recent death of the veteran Cross River politician, 
Chief E. QO. Eyo, whose word was practically law among the 
Ibibios of the area, has made the NPN’s hold on the state that 
much more precarious. Hence the somewhat frantic attempts to 
create a New Cross River State. 
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NIGERIA 


PROBE ORDERED INTO MISSING ELECTION FORMS 
Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 31 Mar 83 p 5 


[Article by Sam Ogwa] 
[Text] HE Federal Electoral Commiesion (FEDECO) 


ters to th secretary of action.” : 
the Warri Local Mr. Otaru said the eRe ong nm 
Government Area cemmission viewed sand each EC1A and 
where alleged witr seriousness the 4.400 ECID forms 
that materials meant various complaints were sent to Warri 
for Warri were and would not area. 
directed to non-exist- hesitate to bring to In spite of this, 
ing villages in Rive book those found however, this com- 
rine area. wanting. mission has 
I hree- - > os aye Mn f “ 
na it page was a matter t ‘orms 
strongly worded concern that available to Warri 
statement in Benin espite a large Local Government 
esterday and signed. prs of Area for distribution 
y the state admini- supplied to Warri and in the right 
strative to Local Government quantity,” Mr Otaru 
FEDECO, Mr M. A. Area, there could be added. 
Otare, said thet an of- cause for complaint Apart from these 
ficial of the commis- culminating in iapses he said, that it 
sion had been out on protest. was most disturbing 
an investigation to - He explained that to note that claims 
report back for ae at March 29 and objection officers 
what happened 16,000 ECI 54,400 were not found on 
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NIGERIA 


CORRUPTION, PARTY POWER STRUGGLES DETAILED 


West Berlin DIE TAGESZEITUNG in German 24 Mar 83 pp 6,7 


/Article by Bettina Decke: "The Arson Monuments of Nigeria"/ 


/Text/ Corruption is very much a tradition in Nigeria. To hide 
its traces not only the relevant files but the public buildings 
storing them are simply burnt down. In Lagos bets are being laid 
as to what public edifice will be the next to go up in flames. 


The much heralded drive against corruption seems no more than the 
reflection of internal and interparty power struggles. 


Lagos taxi drivers are laying bets as to what public building will be the next to 
fall victim to arson. Two weeks ago the National Bank and NEPA (the National Elec- 
tric Power Agency) were heavy favorites. NEPA is popularly known as "Never Power 
Again.” It is true that power fails for several hours almost every day. The main 
sufferers are small shops such as printers and bakeries, because they are neither 

in a privileged position nor have private generators. Working hours and, consequent- 
ly, the lives of the workmen must be adjusted to the erratic operations of the NEPA. 


Still, the taxi drivers of Lagos were motivated in their betting by more than the 
expectation that irate citizens might wish to take revenge on the NEPA. At the pre- 
sent time the poor of Lagos tend mainly to fight among themselves, in the shape of 
lynch justice for--often--trivial causes. 


The NEPA management is alleged to be a nest of corruption--"dash" or "“awuf," the 
terms for bribery in pidgin English, the unofficial common language of Nigeria. And 
for the past 1-2 years it has happened quite often that officials and their accom- 
plices set fire to incriminating files together with the buildings storing them, be- 
cause they feared their involvement in financial scandals might be discovered. 


At the end of January, 10 NEPA employees were dismissed because some customers had 
bribed them (to the tune of 5 million naira--about DM18 million) to excuse the debts 
owed the agency. Moreover it is alleged that there are some secret power lines not 
metered by the NEPA as well as many illegal taps. The NEPA head office in Lagos is 
still standing without bearing any fire scars. However, the Nigerian press reported 
that a giant cobra recently invaded the battery room of the Kainji power plant at 
the dam of the same name, north of Lagos, getting into the plant by way of an elec- 
tric power line. There the cobra damaged a cable, and a fire resulted. Power in 
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the entire country failed for nearly a week. What a blessing that the rulers were 
for once able to plead the force of nature. Or were they unable to think of a bette 


explanation for management failure? 
NET Fire: Removing the Traces of Corruption in Full View of Everyone 


Since 24 January last the center of Lagos has been dominated by a burnt out skyscra- 
per, the smoke blackened highest tower in West Africa. It belongs to Nigerian Ex- 
ternal Communication Ltd (NET), the agency in charge of international telephone and 
telex communications. About the middle of 1982 the DAILY TIMES reported on a com- 
mission of investigation authorized to get to the bottom of the embezzlement of at 
least 2.4 million naira (some DM8 million). The newspaper, close to the government, 
mentioned that threats to set the NET building on fire had already been received, 
"certainly" originating from among the employees alleged to be involved in the em 


bezzlement. 


On 23 January 1983 Ray Ekpu, one of the editors of the SUNDAY CONCORD, wrote an ar- 
ticle headlined "Sodom and Gomorrah" and complaining about the investigating commis- 
sion's lack of efficiency. Ekpu also made cynical fun of the still unknown crimi- 
nais' "stupidity." As in similar cases in the past, a little gasoline and a match 
would suffice to remove all incriminating evidence. A day later the NET tower was 
on fire. The blaze quickly spread because security had slackened just before, and 
fire engines were withdrawn. The fire caused a far greater sensation and aroused 
more criticism than the expulsion of the African foreign workers, the so-called il- 
legal aliens. Depending on the newspaper consulted, the fire is said to have 
caused no deaths, or two or even twenty-eight. No definite accounting has yet been 
given of possible victims. On the other hand a lot of printer's ink was used up to 
reprimand students who demolished and set fire to automobiles in the course of a 
protest demonstration against the arson scandal. 


Explanation To Be Found in Party Strife 


Following the fire 20 people were arrested and indicted for arson, murder and con- 
spiracy. The most prominent defendants were the above mentioned journalist Ray Ekpu 
and a senior official of the NEPA as well as two senior fire officials. By mid- 
February the Supreme Court in Lagos had ordered their release and dropped the murder 
indictment. The official reason was the outbreak of jurisdictional disputes among 
the courts. ''Remaining in the and (as so often happens) will be a van der Lubbe," 
was the comment of a man involved in Nigerian-FRG cultural exchanges. 


Another fire broke out on 14 February, this time on thepremises of the Concord Press. 
A newspaper friendly to the government reported that it had originated in a brush 
fire. The Concord Press, on the other hand, stated that there were no bushes any- 
where near the publishing house, and arson had to be suspected. Journalist Ray Ekpu, 
arrested in connection with the NET fire, works for the Concord Press, and so does 
another reporter who, last January, disparagingly quoted a government report on a 
fire in the "Building of the Republic" and was arrested as a result. The chairman 
of the Concord Press Corporation is Chief Alhaji (Mecca pilgrim) M.O.K. Abiola who 
is alsc head of ITT Nigeria. It is multimillionaire Abiola's ambition two run for 

the national presidency. Some time ago he turned his back on the National Party of 
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Nigeria (NPN), the party governing the federation, evidently because the NPN prefer- 
red to have present President Alhaji Shehu Shagari as its candidate once again in 
next summer's elections. Since then Abiola has led a crusade against the NPN. 


These considerations strengthen the impression that Nigeria's much heralded drive 
against corruption is often no more than the reflection of internal and interparty 
power struggles, in the course of which the rivals seek to discredit one another. 


A few hundred meters from the burnt out NET tower stands the skeleton of the educa- 
tion ministry and so do other monuments of arson fires. In the half finished new 
capital Abuja, the building of the Federal Capital Authority has already been burned. 
It was in that building that the disappearance of 21 million naira was first dis- 


covered. 
Is Criticism of Corruption Eurocentric? 


Ethnologists, development aid personnel and employees of multinational corporations 
occasionally argue against a "Eurocentric" evaluation of "awuf": For Africans, they 
claim, "corruption" is not particularly reprehensible because it originates in the 
old custom of reciprocal manifestations of respect and favors designed to promote 
the maintenance of ties between and within groups. 


Still, in addition to such gestures of complaisance, mostly in the form of cola nuts 
and beverages, precolonial Nigeria did know types of bribery--mainly of the courts-- 
that, while not considered moral, were tolerated within strict limits with respect 


to extent and effect. 


Colonialism acted like a greenhouse for corruption. As the colonial state directly 
involved the traditional chiefs in its apparatus of oppression, and local checks on 
the chiefs were eased, the regional administrations and their employees often turned 
corrupt . They were all too willing to be bribed by their underlings and, at the 
same time, sought as far as possible to circumvent the colonial state to which they 
were distantly subordinated. "The natives thought they were sabotaging the white 
man; in fact they destroyed the moral fiber of their society," wrote E. Amadi, a 


Nigerian author. 


The post-colonial state is largely a continuation of the colonial state. Consequent- 
ly the colonial attitude to it--stubborn insistence on obtaining individual and 

group privileges--also carried on almost untouched and, indeed, on a larger scale. 
Another and most modern engine of corruption arose from the rivalry of foreign and 
domestic firms. In the competition for fat contracts in a country until lately 
flooded with petrodollars, all these companies tended to use bribery. 


Still, criticism of corruption and the embezzlement of public money is just as wide- 
spread as the "vice" itself. In particular those who adhere most strongly to tra- 
ditional values and are usually able neither to rear nor write, consider politicians 
and public servants with the utmost contempt. Letters to the editors of newspapers 
quite often express protest against corruption in a form dating back to the age of 
colonial oppression, in profound despair of "the black man as the type of homo 


sapiens persecuted by fate." 
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Why is the concealment of corruption not conducted by the more subtle methods known 
to Europe? Why are incriminating files allowed to fall prey to arson in public 
buildings? Presumably this is due to the fact that the state is not really consider 
ed the representative and pramoter of general public concerns. Public buildings 
are therefore regarded as the domain of one's own or a rival group and, once scandal 
looms, quickly involved in the conflict. 


This logic probably flourishes in Nigeria because, in the wake of the 01il boom, pub- 
lic money was misappropriated to an extent unprecedented in Africa, or invested in 
projects that lined the pockets of multinational corporations and resulted in the 
impoverishment of broad sections of the public. Now that petrodollars are scarce, 
the battles for a slice of the cake are conducted with even greater severity and 
resolution. 


11698 
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BUDGET ALLOCATIONS REPORTED FOR MINISTRIES, PARASTATALS 
Committee Approves List 


AB200849 Lagos NAN in English 0815 GMT 20 Apr 83 


[Text] Lagos, April 19 (NAN)--The joint finance committee of the National 
Assembly ended todays sitting after approving the budget of seven ministries 
and two parastatals without any amendments. 


Budgets for five other ministries and one parastatal were also approved 
with some amendments. 


The Ministry of Health got about 134.5 million naira for its recurrent 
expenditure and 170 million for its capital projects. 


About 84.5 million naira was approved as recurrent expenditure and about 
21 million as capital expenditure for the Ministry of Social Development, 


Youth and Culture. 


The Internal Affairs Ministry had about 85.9 million naira approved as its 
recurrent expenditure and about 82.6 million as capitai expenditure. 


The Ministry of Employment, Labour and Productivity got about 14.6 million 
naira as recurrent and about 10.9 million as capital expenditure. 


About 12.1 million naira was approved as recurrent and 251.1 million as 
capital expenditure for the Ministry of Mines and Power. 


The Housing and Environment Ministry got approval of about 55.5 million 
naira for its recurrent expenditure and 141 million for capital projects. 


The Ministry of Transport had about 14 million naira and 10.7 million 
approved as its recurrent and capital expenditure respectively. 


The Ministry of External Affairs had a recurrent expenditure of about 108.2 
million naira and a capital expenditure of 40 million approved for it. 

This amount, as adjusted by the senate committee on appropriation showed 

a reduction of 3 million naira in the amount proposed by the executive. 
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For the Ministry of Industries, a recurrent expenditure of 9.6 million naira 
was approved while the amount for capital expenditure was 203.3 million 
showing an increase of 8 million naira in the amount proposed by the executive. 


The request by the senate for an increase of 158,910 naira in the allocation 
to the Nigerian Law Reform Commission for the development of libraries was 
approved. This brings the amount approved for recurrent and capital expendi- 
ture for the Ministry of Justice to about 6.8 million naira and 173,400 


respectively. 


The Ministry of Science and Technology had a recurrent expenditure of 76.1 
million naira and capital expenditure of 93.4 million approved for it, 
following an increase of 5.4 million naira requested by the House of Repre- 


sentatives committee on appropriation. 


The capital expenditure approved for the Ministry of Commerce was increased 
from about 19.9 million naira to about 21.4 million, the additional 1,500,000 
naira being intended for office furniture and equipment in Nigeria's 16 


foreign missions. 


58,320 naira was approved for the judicial Service Commission, while public 
Complaints Commission got about 4.3 million, instead of about 4.1 million 
proposed for its recurrent expenditure, and 4 million for its capital 


projects. 


The federal Civil Service Commission got approval for about 4.3 million naira 
as recurrent and 70,000 naira as capital expenditure. 


Additions to List 


AB210920 Lagos NAN in English 0900 GMT 21 Apr 83 


[Text] Lagos, April 20 (NAN)--Three more ministries and eight parastatals 
had their budget approved at the end of today's sitting of the joint finance 
committee of the National Assembly. 


The Ministry of Water resources got 5.8 million naira for its recurrent 
‘expenditure and 897 million for its capital expenditure. 


The figure shows an increase of 3 million naira in the amount proposed for 
the ministry. 


About 183.4 million naira was approved as the recurrent expenditure and 924 
million as capital expenditure for the Ministry of Works. 


The Ministry of Finance got a recurrent expenditure of 108.6 million naira 
and a capital expenditure of 42.5 million. 


For the federa! capital territory, a recurrent expenditure of 14.7 million 
naira and capital expenditure of 445 million was approved, while the Federal 
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Electoral Commission had its recurrent expenditure increased from 142 million 
to 576 million naira. 


The capital expenditure approved for the commission was 50 million naira. 


The judiciary had a recurrent expenditure of 18 million naira and a capital 
expenditure of 12.6 million approved for it. 


One million naira was approved for the Department of Steel Development as 
recurrent expenditure and 1 billion as capital expenditure. 


The 103 million naira proposed as contingencies fund was reduced to 2 million 
in view of the 382 million naira already approved for the presidency. 


The National Universities Commission got 396 million naira and 179 million 
as recurrent and capital expenditure. 


For the national Institute for Policy and Strategic Studies 6.8 million 
naira was approved while the Nigerian Institute of International Affairs 


got 955,000. 


The committee also approved a capital loans reserve of 2.5 billion naira. 


CSO: 3400/1233 
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NIGERIA 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OFFICIAL DECRIES INDUSTRIAL POLICY 
Lagos BUSINESS TIMES in English 21 Mar 83 p 32 


[Article by Chima Nwafo] 


[Text] "FOR any country concerned about the growth of the industrial sector 
of her economy, there must be a clear-cut industrial policy. This should not 
be haphazard panic measures, rather a well planned and sustained policy start- 
ing from the development of raw materials for the local manufacturers through 
provision of exportation guidelines for the finished products after the domes- 
tic market has been saturated," declared Chief Dotun Okubanjo, President of 
the Nigeria-America Chamber of Commerce. 


"At best what we have is disguised importation (from finished goods to semi- 
processed inputs) referred to as import--substitution manufacture. In the 
light of this fact, what Nigeria needs is a complete civersification of the 
economy if we are to effect any meaningful chauge -n the industrial sector of 


the economy," he added. 


He told the Business Times that while not against any measures aimed at re- 
suscitating the economy, the chief condemned any attempts to politicise the 
productive sector of the economy as evidenced by the introduction of a 'Feder- 
al Spread’ in the issuing of import licenses. This according to him, could 
stagnate the economy if not pursued with some restraint, thereby defeating the 
objectives of the Economic Stabilisation Act. 


He then called for a complete turnabout in our approach to industrial develop- 
ment by starting “from the peasant economy which ours really is". 


Towards this end, the Chamber's boss would want the nation's economic planners 
to emphasize the development of small scale industry as a starting point and 
from there we could go to the medium scale and finally the large scale produc- 


tion based on the outcome of the first two strategies. 


On the present efforts to encourage local input production, he said, that what 
we are now struggling to salvage and revamp is a ‘copycat economy’ and con- 


sumption pattern borrowed from the West. 
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At this point he called on the same businessmen who through advertisements 
created the need for those imported items among Nigerians to promote locally 
made goods so that they could be given equal patronage. 


Chief Okubanjo would also want less government participation in the productive 
sector of the economy since according to him, political decisions and business 
decisions are two different things. The performance of government owned 
enterprises, he further stated, testifies to his claim. 


On Nigeria's import/trade policy, the chief would want to be quoted as saying; 
"untill Nigeria adopts a diplomatically restrictive import policy, she would 

never be a force to reckon with in world economy." He went on to say that the 
United States is practising it, so also the E.E.C countries of Europe as well 


as Japan, and India. 


An unrestricted free-for-all import state is detrimental to economic growth, 
the Chambers boss stressed. He then challenged the relevant authorities to 
explain to the public why they have allowed such an unprofitable foreign trade 
policy to persist even at this period of world economic recession? 


If the Nigerian economy has witnessed any growth over the years, Chief Oku- 
banjo sees it as ‘five steps foreward and nine steps backward’. To expatiate, 
he pointed out that standard of living has remained almost constant for the 
average rural dweller, for the past hundred years. For the businessman, 
profit is minimal while labour has become more disloyal when compared with the 
past 20 years, or so. Competition in business, the chief further opined, has 
become unfairly conpetitive, thereby encouraging dishonesty, mediocrity and 
other sharp business practices now prevalent in the country today. 


Development 


On our land tenure viz-a-viz industrial development, that the chief believes 
that any further involvement by the government would amount to ‘decommercial- 
isation’ of that unwasting asset which he believes will make it uneconomic. 


In his opinion, land should be accorded the traditional and customary respect 
which the society confers on its custodians. Asked if this will not hinder 
industrial development, especially large scale farming, as some experts 
believe. He disagreed and blamed this on our economists who have failed to 
appreciate the fact that neither the acquisitive propensity of the capitalist 
Western bloc nor the total governmental control as in the Socialist/communist 
Eastern bloc, favour the Nigerian traditional system of economic activity. 


The businessman further argued that what Nigeria needs is an economic and in- 
dustrial policy that must take cognizance of our socio-cultural realities, 
which the chief described as favouring communualism in the productive sectors 


of the economy. 


CSO: 3400/1184 
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NPP REPORTED 'CAPTURING' CROSS RIVER STATE 
Enugu DAILY STAR in English 12 Mar 83 p 1 


[Article by Cyprian Madu] 


[Text] Thirty-two legislators from the Cross Rivers State House of Assembly 
have unanimously undertaken to contest this year's elections under the plat- 


form of the NPP. 


Out of this member, 16 were NPN legislators from the "Home Front" led by 

Governor Clement Isong and who had earlier relinquished the membership of 
their party over a serious brawl with the "Lagos Front" led by the Senate 
President, Dr Joseph Wayas, while 12 others were GNPP, three PRP, and one 


UPN. [as published] 


The facts were contained in a communique read by the Anambra State Governor, 
Chief Jim Nwobodo, on behalf of other NPP Chief Executives while briefing 
newsmen at the Enugu Airport on the outcome of their closed-door meeting with 
Governor Isong’s "Home Front" of the NPN held in Calabar. 


Chief Nwobodo who was accompanied by Governor Solomon Lar of Plateau State, 
Alhaji Abubakar Rimi of Kano State and Chief Sam Mbakwe of Imo State to 
Calabar, further told the journalists that the decamped legislators had vowed 
to have nothing to do again with tne NPN, adding that the breakaway was total. 


The communique also made it clear that the legislators had no intention to 
contest under the UPN ticket as was erroneously rumoured by some people. 


Chief Nwobodo had in his comment noted that the crisis in the NPN hierarchy 
between the Lagos and Home Fronts of the Cross Rivers State was a political 
wave and that it has had the effect of identifying the progressive elements 
in that state which reactionary forces in the NPN had wanted to engulf. 
With the new political development, the governor said with optimism, the 
political history of Nigeria has been rewritten in Cross Rivers State and 
predicted that the same progressive fever would soon grip all progressive 


minds in the Rivers State. 


Answering a reporter's question, Governor Abubakar Rimi, assured that his 
colleague, Governor Clement Isong of Cross Rivers State belonged to the 
camp of the legislators who had resolved to go along with the NPP. 
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He regretted that Governor Isong was too "sentlemanly" to belong to the NPN, 
a party that had wrecked the nation's economy and suffered the commonman 
in the society. 


Governors Rimi and Lar later left for their respective states after the 
Calabar meeting. 


CSO: 3400/984 
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CRITICISM OF POLICY BY PRESS REPORTED 


IG Accused of Harassment 


Kano SUNDAY TRIUMPH in English 13 Feb 83 p 6 
[Editorial: "The Police Is Not the State"] 


[Text] By his needless harassment of members of the press and his general 
attitude, Sunday Adewusi, Inspector-General of Police, may think he is doing 
the job to which he was catapulted over and above the heads of his superi- 


ors in the force. 


He is not however serving the cause of peace and stability. Far from helping 
to maintain law and order, he is, by the way he has been ordering the affairs 
of the police force since he got his controversial elevation, cutting a sorry 
image for the force and undercutting its effectiveness. 


Co-operation between the police and the public is an indispensable pre- 
requisite for the effective maintenance of law and order. That cannot be 
achieved when the purveyors of public opinion and understanding are hounded 
at every turn at the instance of an individual with a bloated ego who tempo- 
rary circumstances have given the power of coercion. It is in any case one 
thing to arrest individuals at a police officer's whim and caprice and to 
subject them to mental torture. It is quite another to prove the basis of 
such arrests before a court of law. And until the Inspector-General of 
Police has a fascist state of his dreams, where law flows from the power of 
one individual or a group, he should be told that he cannot carry on the way 
he likes. He is not the state. And he cannot be. 


There are several areas where the Inspector-General can better turn his 
attention to rather than harassing innocent and hapless individuals. Armed 
robberies are on the increase all over the country with places that seemed 
havens of peace from such marauders no longer so. Fraud and arson are two 
other areas to which the attention of the police could be salutary for the 


good of the society's health. 


Then there is the matter of the relationship between police commissioners who 
behave as if they are super governors of states and the duly popularly- 
elected governors of those states. If Mr. Adewusi is genuinely concerned 
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about law and order, then he should do something urgently about tyrannical 
police commissioners who represent little better than NPN storm troopers in 
uniform, who are adequately warmed of impending trouble but do nothing to 
avert such trouble in the states at their command. Kano, Kaduna, Borno and 
Anambra (until recently) to mention but a few are examples of states, where 
an Inspector-General more concerned with law and order would have addressed 
his attention to with a view to reorganising the police commands and doing 
away with police commissioners who by their very attitude and posturing are 
a source of needless conflict. 


And if Mr. Adewusi wants a more effective force then he should prevail on 
his masters to provide the police with better facilities and better pay 
and to stop using the force for politically partisan purposes. 


Tin-pot tyrants will not survive the press. The press will survive them. 


Boast To Kill Governor 


Kano SUNDAY TRIUMPH in English 13 Feb 83 p 1 


[Article by Musa Ilallah] 


[Text] There are now indications that the Governor of Kano State is not 
safe touring parts of his state. 


A member of the State House of Assembly, Alhaji Garba Muhammed Turmi, who 
revealed this in a letter to Police Commissioner Sani Wali, alleged that a 
Divisional Police Officer (D.P.0.) in the state recently boasted that he 
could have killed the Governor, Alhaji Abubakar Rimi, last month if he 


(D.P.0.) wanted. 


Alhaji Garba claimed that the D.P.O. for Hadejia, Mr M. K. Dubi, told him and 
four others that he (D.P.0.) could have ordered policemen under his unit to 
shoot and kill all those, who gathered when Governor Rimi visited Guri town 


late last month. 


The legislator said that the D.P.O. claimed he had 40 policemen fully armed 
at his disposal when the governor arrived Guri. 


Alhaji Garba also alleged that the D.P.0O. threatened to shoot and kill 
Alhaji Muhammadu Danjani, who represents Guri constituency in the state 
House of Assembly because the legislator had written petitions asking for 
his (the D.P.0.) transfer from Guri. 


He also described the pronouncements as a threat to the peaceful co-existence 
of the people of the area and the state in general. 


In another development, a legislator in the Federal House of Representatives 
representing Birniwa in Kano State, Alhaji Mohammed D. Hadejia, has called 
on the Inspector-General of Police, Mr. Sunday Adewusi, to redeploy the 
Divisional Police Officer for Hadejia area, Mr. M. K. Dubi, in the interest 
of peace, justice and fairplay. 
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The call was contained in a petittion the legislator sent to the Inspector- 
General of Police against the conduct of the Divisional Police Officer in 
the area. The legislator alleged that the police officer had involved him- 
self in partisan politics by taking sides with the NPN in the area. 


He added that there has never been peace in the area since the officer was 
deployed to the area in 1978. 


Detention of 'STAR' Editor 


Enugu DAILY STAR in English 12 Mar 83 p l 
[Article by Arthur Ezenekwe] 


[Text] A Lagos lawyer, Mr Kola Awodein, has warned the Inspector-General of 
Police, Mr Sunday Adewusi, that it would amount to a contempt of court if he 
continues to compel the WEEKLY STAR Editor, Chief Obi Okudo, and the WEEKLY 
STAR columnist, Mr Egbuna Akpa, to continue reporting to the police in Lagos 
daily. 


He said that a Lagos High Court had already permitted the journalists to sue 
the I-G, two other police officers and the NSO for unlawful detention. 


In his letter dated 9/3/83 which was also copied to the Assistant I-G, 
Alagbon Close CID, the Lagos State Commissioner of Police and the NSO, 

Mr Awodein pointed out that following Mr Justice E. A. Oshodi's permission 

on February 25, 1983, to sue the police, "all actions or matters relating to 
or connected with the complaints of the applicants will wait until the deter- 
mination of the substantive application for the enforcement of the appli- 
cant's fundamental right. [as published] 


He referred the Inspector-General to Order I, Rule 2 (d) of the Fundamental 
Right Enforcement Procedure Rules, 1979, made in pursuance of Section 42 (2) 


of the constitution. 


Mr Awodein further pointed out that the provisions he referred to included 
daily directives to the journalists that they must report to the police in 


Lagos dai'y. 


"You are therefore respectfully advised to stop forthwith from requiring or 
directing tiat the applicants should report to you or your servants as this 
would amouni to contempt of court”. 


Meanwhile further proceedings in the case brought by Chief Okudo and Mr 
Akpa against the police have been adjourned following three days of power 


failure in the Lagos High Court. 


Earlier, the state counsel representing the I-G had challenged the juris- 
diction of the Lagos High Court to hear the suit. 
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ARMED FORCES MAY BE ON ALERT DURING ELECTIONS 


Kano SUNDAY TRIUMPH in English 27 Feb 83 p 2 


[Article by Thomas Adejo] 


[Text] 


CSO: 


3400/984 


MEMBERS of the 
Armed Forces will not be 
granted annual leave dur- 
ing this year’s general elec- 
tions. 

Investigations by me_re- 
vealed that during the 
period. members of the 
force would “be placed on 
the alert.” 

It was also understood 
that this was necessary be- 
cause, “big power-drunk 
politicians might cause 
trouble if they were defe:- 
ated at the polls.” 

The army would however 
not take part in the elec- 
tions even if they were cal- 
led upon to do so because 
of the non-partisan posture 
of the military, the source 
said. 

Durning the 1979 general 
elections, members of the 
military were refused their 
annual leave because of 
what was described then as 
a stand-by action against 
unforeseen circumstances. 

And recently, there haa 
been calls for the military 
to take part in the forth- 
coming general elections. 
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Retired Major-General 
Olu Bajowa, a strong mem- 
ber of the NPN in one of 
such calls said that 


since the army personnel 


were part and parcel of the 
society, they should be 
allowed to take part in the 
general elections. 

Already. a circular 
had gone to ali military 
units in the country, direct- 
ing all the members who 
hoped to go on annual 
leave to do so before the 
general elections or forfeit 
them. 


All efforts to contact the 
General Commanding 
Officer of 1 Infantry Batta- 
lion, Nigerian Army, Bri- 
gadier Alfred Adoloju 
failed as | was prevented 


from entering the barracks. 
When I telephoned the 
office of the Army Public 
Relations Officer (APRO), 
a female voice told me that 
the APRO was not in and 
that she was not in a posi- 
tion to tell me anything on 
the issue. 
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PROBE INTO ABUJA ACCOUNTING FRAUD SAID COMPLETED 


Kano SUNDAY TRIUMPH in English 13 Feb 83 p l 


{Article by Ismaila Mohammed] 


[Text ] 


CSo: 


“POLICE have’ 


now completed 
their investiga- 
tions into the 15 
million Naira 


allegedly stolen 


from the Federal 
Pay Office, Kaduna : 
by some staff of. 
the Federal Capital 
Territory Adminis- 
tration (FCTA) 


Abuja. 
Disclosing this 


me in Abuja last week © 
a source said the 
police were now inves- 
tigating the 6 million 
Naira allocated to the 
office of the former 
administrator in July 
last year, following 
allegations that the 
money was aiso 
stolen. 

The source said the 6 
million Naira was a sup- 
plementary vote made to 
the office of the former 
administrator after he had’ 
given a notice that he had 
exhausted his 15.3 million 
Naira statutory allocation. 


The investigation is 
aimed at ascertaining 
whether the money in ques- 
tion was paid out in respect 
of any works. Already. this 


3400/984 


‘had led to more interroga-~ 


tions and seizures of prop- 
erty of some FCTA staff. 
Last week some officials of 
the accounts department of 
the FCTAwere again ques- 
tioned, including a few 
from the stores depart- 
“ment. 


In another development, 
the permanent secretary, 
FCDA, Alhaji Aliyu 
Mohammed, has ordered 
all staff of the FCTA and 
FCDA.to submit their cur- 


ricula vitae to his office ina | 


move towards a- major 
shake-up. The permanent 


secretary has also ordered | 


the transfer of all building 
contracts under the FCTA 
to FCDA’s Department of 
Development. 


“A source indicated that‘ 


the permanent secretary in- 
tends to use the re-orga- 


nisation exercise to tighten ° 


his grip over the FCDA 
and check a particular poli- 
tical appointee who 
allegedly use Katsina-Zaria 
geopolitical sentiment to 


by-pass him in awarding © 


contracts. ““The permanent 
secretary is insisting that 
nobody should by-pass him 
because in the final analy- 
sis, he is accountable for 
every kobo spent in Abu- 
ja’, added the sources. 

It asserted that the for- 
mer administrator of FCT 
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and the minister of state 


were similarly at’ each 


other’s neck “because as . 


political appointees, both 
of them are claiming that 
they are responsible to the . 
president only’’. 

Meanwhile, the inter- 

dicted administrator of 
FETA; Alhaji Ibrahim Ma- 
jidadi has filed a motion in 
a Minna high court contest- 
dng the refusal of a Suleja 
chief magistrate court to 
grant his application for 
bail. : 

Meanwhile the inter- 
dicted -administrator of, 
FCTA, Alhaji Ibrahim Ma- 
jidadi had his application 
for bail rejected by a Minna 
high court on Wednesday. 
‘ Giving his ruling, the 
judge, Mr. L.A. Awonyn 
said he could no take evi- 
dence from the s" pect be- 
cause the police had faile¢ 
to send a prosecutor in 
connection with the case. 

Asking that all the six 
suspects in the Abuja fraud 
be remanded in police cus- 
tody until Tuesday, the 


judge warned the police 
not to frustrate the efforts 
of the court and ruled that 
it was the responsibility of 
the Abuja police, not 
Lagos C.I.D. to prosecute 
the case since there was one 
police in the country. 
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BRIEFS 


HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT RUINED--AN X-Ray equipment meant for the Methodist Hospi- 
tal, Ituk Mbang in Ishiet Uruan local government is lying waste in the pren- 
ises of the hospital. A competent source told the Nigerian CALL last week 
that the equipment was purchased by the state government several years ago. 
The source also confided in the CALL that all efforts made to officials of the 
ministry about the installation of the equipment have failed. Investigations 
carried out by the Nigerian CALL reveal that most X-Ray patients who go to the 
hospital are often referred to other hospitals and private clinics. Mean- 
while, the medical superintendent in charge of the hospital, Dr. Richard Ibia, 
has confirmed the story. Dr. Ibia said on Thursday March 3, that nothing has 
been done about an extension of the X-Ray unit to accommodate the new equip- 
ment which is lying waste in the hospital premises. Besides, Dr. Ibia said 
other projects approved for execution in the hospital are suffering the same 
fate. The medical officer who was conducting newsmen round the recent fire 
disaster area in the hospital called on the government to release funds to the 
hospital to enable it to undertake those capital projects. Dr. Ibia also 
called for adequate facilities to enable the hospital to give effective train- 
ing for its nurses who travel to Anua hospital for part of their training. 
[Text] [Calabar THE NIGERIAN CALL in English 9-10 Mar 83 p 16] 


MONEY FOR ABUJA CLAIMS--THE Federal Government requires about WN1l7 million to 
settle claims and compensations for all those affected by development projects 
in the Abuja Federal Capital Territory. Since this amount would be difficult 
to be made available because of the current financial constraints in the coun- 
try, the National Assembly, is seeing to it that at least two thirds of it is 
paid out this year. Making these remarks while speaking to the Daily Times at 
the Abuja Airport, a member of the House of Representatives for the Abuja, 
Alhaji Mohammadu Rabiu Ishaq, said everything was being done to make the money 
available to the FCDA which would in turn ensure that all genuine beneficiar- 
ies were paid their dues. He stressed the importance of ensuring that those 
who vacate the Abuja FCT area were paid their claims soonest with a view to 
making room for faster development in the area. Alhaji Ishaq told the Daily 
Times that an official team was going round the Federal Territory to explain 
the situation to the affected people and also to enlighten them on the fact 
that the Abuja FCT development area was a no-man's land. [Text] [Lagos DAILY 


TIMES in English 19 Mar 83 p 1} 
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"WEEKLY STAR' EDITOR RELEASED--THE Editor of the Weekly Star, Chief Obi Okudo 
is back to his desk but says he dosen't know for how long he will be there. 
Speaking to our staff reporter in his office, Chief Okudo said he and his col- 
umnist, Mr Egbuna Akpa, who had been with the police in Lagos since February 
9, had to come back after one month, because the police had neither taken them 
to court nor said anything about the order that they should report at the 
Force CID every day in Lagos. "All efforts to see and speak to the Assistant 
Inspector-General in charge of the CID, Mr Mohammed Gambo, failed", Chief Oku- 
do said. Chief Okudo who was ill before being taken to Lagos, said the 
police, contrary to an oral promise by Police Superintendent Emmanuel Onuche, 
did not take him to any doctor for treatment. He has, since his return to 
Enugu, been under the care of his doctor who, we understand, is carrying out 
investigation into the state of his health. Asked why he and Mr Akpa had to 
be taken to Lagos and detained there while there is a police command head- 
quarters, police cell, and courts in Enugu, Chief Okudo said only the Inspec- 
tor-General of Police and perhaps the court, will answer the question. He 
said the police accused him of "publishing false news with intent to cause 
fear and alarm to the public.” On whether he and his colleague were provided 
a different cell from those for people being accused of serious crimes, Chief 
Okudo said they shared cells with people being accused of conspiracy, arson 
and murder. "It will be an understatement to merely say that we were de- 
humanised. Only God and our will pulled us through it all", he added. The 
full story of Chief Okudo's experience will later be published in the Weekly 
Star. [Text] [Enugu WEEKLY STAR in English 20 Mar 83 p 16] 


ABUJA HOUSING LOAN--THE United Bank for Africa Limited (UBA) has announced a 
N50 million Abuja Residential Housing Loan Scheme. The scheme is designed to 
provide financial assistance to Nigerians desiring to build houses of their 
own in Abuja. The chairman of the bank, Mr. Michael Audu Buba, announced the 
scheme in Abuja at a meeting of the members of the Board of Directors of UBA 
and the Honourable Minister of the Federal Capital Territory, Alhaji Abubakar 
Iro Dan Musa. Mr. Buba further disclosed that under the scheme, WN5 million 
will be disbursed annually over the next 10 years and applications for loans 
under the scheme will be entertained from all over the Federation on the bases 
of merit, first come, first served and availability of fund. Mr. Buba invited 
all those who have been allocated plots of land in Abuja, whether in the high 
or the low density areas to contact the nearest branch of UBA for further 
details. He appealed to them to take advantage of the UBA Residential Housing 
Loan Scheme. Speaking on the occasion, the minister of the Federal Capital 
Territory, Alhaji Abubakar Iro Dan Musa, expressed the gratitude of the gov- 
ernment to the UBA for its kind gesture and hopes that the UBA example will 
show the way for the other banks to follow. The minister called on private 
organisations to come forward and contribute their quota to the development of 
Abuja. [Text] [Lagos BUSINESS TIMES in English 21 Mar 83 p 3] 


EDIBLE OIL PLANT--TOMORROW Lever Brothers Nigeria Limited will be opening a 
new factory, its third, in Agbara, Ogun state. This factory, built at a cost 
of N23 million, is devoted exclusively to the manufacture of edible fats and 
dairy products, including Blue Band Margarine, Planta, Margarine, Holsum Bak- 
ery Fat, Biskin Palmin, Solo and Cove. The factory built on a 10 hectare site 
would continue on the present level of production those products formerly 
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produced at Apapa, to cover the 913,000 square kilometres of Nigeria. Through 
the company's 29 distributing centres and using over 455 vehicles for prompt 
delivery the company would maintain uniform prices throughout the country. 

The factory is expected to be declared open by the Ogun State Governor, Chief 
Bisi Onabanjo. Expected at the opening ceremony is Mr. Kenneth Durhan, 
Chairman of Unilever PLC from Britain. [Text] [Lagos BUSINESS TIMES in Eng- 
lish 21 Mar 83 p 3] 


GOVERNMENT STOPS INVESTMENTS--Professor Emmanuel Edozien, Special Economic 
Adviser to President Shagari, has said that the Nigerian Federal Government is 
pursuing a deliverate policy of divesting itself of investments in areas where 
private capital is capable of taking over the responsibility (it will be re- 
membered that General Gowon and other military leaders said that Government 
holdings in enterprises were merely temporary--in trust--until such time as 
the ordinary Nigerian investor--not rich individuals--could participate). 
Professor Edozien said, in addition, that a detailed review of the capital 
structure of various quasi-commercial parastatals had recently been completed 
and that the government was in the process of restructuring the capital of 
most of the parastatals. During the election campaigns in 1979 the National 
Party of Nigeria said that it would be returning ownership of various news- 
paper organisations, which had been nationalised by the military government, 
to private ownership if it were to form the Government. Having won the elec- 
tion the NPN changed its mind and retained ownership of, for example, the 
Daily Times of Nigeria group. Professor Edozien did not say whether the new 
"privitisation" steps would include newspaper and other‘ media interests. 
[Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3425, 4 Apr 83 p 850] 


JOS STEEL PLANT OPENED--The Jos steel rolling mill has been commissioned by 
President Shehu Shagari. The WN120m. plant is the third steel plant commis- 
sioned since last year, and will produce long steel products to be used mainly 
by the construction industry and manufacturers of nails, nuts, bolts and other 
such products. The centre piece of the country's steel production programme, 
the Ajaokuta project, is expected to be completed later this year as would the 
third of the rolling mills at Oshogbo. The minister for steel development, 
Mallam Mamman Ali Makele, however said that new steel plants are to be built 
to complement the products of those already opened or under construction, 
whose range, he said was narrow. The new plants will include a flat products 
mill, an aluminium smelter, two foundry complexes and a steel plant. [Text] 
{London WEST AFRICA in English No 3426, 11 Apr 83 p 918] 
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RWANDA 


BRIEFS 


CONGRESS INVITES ZAIRE'S MPR--We have learned from our permanent correspondent 
at Mont Ngaliema that the MPR has been invited to attend the fourth ordinary 
congress of the National Revolutionary Development Movement in Rwanda. The 
invitation was presented this morning to the headof state, Field Marshal 
Mobutu, at Mont Ngaliema during an audience with Rwandan Primary and Secon- 
dary Education Minister Col Aloys Nsekalije. During the audience, relations 
between Rwanda and Zaire were ciscussed at length. [Excerpt] [AB211230 
Kinshasa Domestic Service in French 1130 GMT 21 Apr 83] 
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SENEGAL 


ROLE OF ISLAMIC BROTHERHOODS IN RECENT ELECTIONS NOTED 


London WEST AFRICA in Fnglish No 3422, 14 Mar 83 pp 644, 645 


[Article by Christopher Harrison] 


{Text ] 


ONE OF THE MOST striking aspects of 
last month’s elections in Senegal was the 
force of Moslem leaders’ support for Presi- 
deat Abdou Diouf. Such support was by no 
means a new phenomenon. Senghor, and 
even the French colonial government, en- 
joyed similar support. But Abdou Diouf, 

the first ever Mosiem head of state in a 
country where Moslems account for an 
estimated 85-90 per cent of the 5.5m. 
population, succeeded in winning an un- 
precedented degree of support from 
Senegal’s religious chiefs. 

Even before the election campaign 
started the marabouts made their support 
for the President public. The first to do so 
was the Khalife General of the Mouride 
brotherhood, whose followers number 
some 500,000. Early in December at the 
time of the annual ‘‘magal” or pilgrimage 
to Touba to the tomb of the founder, 
Cheikh Amadou Bamba, he asked his 
disciples to support the President. He said: 
“The disciples know what kind of support 
is expected of them.” 

' Following this, the vast majonty of the 
other principal religious leaders declared 
themselves for the President. Serigne 
Abdoul Aziz Sy, the Khalife of the Tid- 
yaniyya of Tivaouane told his followers: ‘I 


pray that Abdou Diouf, who works hard 
for Islam and for the country, will remain 
at the head of the state for a long time to 
come.” Sengne Mountaga Tall, grandson 
of El Had) Omar Tall. renowned Moslem 
resistance leader, argued that, ‘all Mos- 
lems owe it to themselves to support 
Abdou Diouf so that he will triumph in the 
interests of Islam.’ El Hadj [brahim Nias- 
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se, head of the Kaoiack Tidjaniyya, de- 
clared: “As a Mosiem I recommend all my 
disciples in particular and all my fellow 
Moslems in general to give massive support 
for Abdou Diouf."’ As the election drew 
nearer the Government-sponsored Sene- 
galese daily Le Soleil, carried more and 
more statements such as this. According to 
L’Afrique Musulmane, the monthly organ 
of the Federation of Islamic Associations 
of Senegal, no marabout backed any other 
candidate other than Abdou Diouf. 

Once the campaign got into full swing 
the marabouts maintained their support for 
“Abdou” and the ruling Socialist Party 
(PS), who in their turn actively courted the 
marabouts. In the first week of the cam- 
paign both Abdou Diouf and his Prime 
Minister, Habib Thiam, spent much of 
their time with religious leaders. 

In his tour of the ‘Fleuve’ region, the 
President found time to make what was 
described as a “pilgrimage” to the village 
of Gaye, the birthplace of El Hadj Malick 
Sy (1855-1922) the father of Abdou! Aziz 
Sy and, along with Amadou Bamba and E! 
Hadj Omar Tall, one of the most revered 
figures in Senegalese Islam. Later in the 
same day Abdou Diouf went to the village 
of Thillé Boubacar where he paid his 
personal respects to Serigne Mountaga 
Tall, who renewed his pledge of support 
for the President, asking him at the same 
time to fight against the twin evils of 
“alcoholism and desertification.” 

eanwhile, Habib Thiam made a tour of 
the region of Louga in which religion has 
played an even more prominent role. 
Scarcely & day went past without the Prime 
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Minister receiving or being received by a 
delegation of marabouts, most of whom 
belonged to the Mounde brotherhood. In 
Diourbel, a local PS representative, a 
Mouride, reminded the voters that, “The 
Khalife General of the Mourides has asked 
us to vote for Abdou Diouf. A good 
Mouride should love and fear his Khalife 
and follow his ‘ndiguel’ (command).” 
Such overwhelming support was all the 
more remarkable because all the Presiden- 
tial candidates were Moslems, and some 
even made religion a campaign issue. 
Mamadou Dia, the 72-year-old candidate 
of the Mouvement Democratique Popu- 
laire (MDP), who spent 12 years in deten- 
tion after being deposed from his post as 
Prime Minister in 1962, devoted many of 
his election meetings to the theme of a 
decline in Senegalese morals. He argued 
that drug-addiction, alcoholism and pros- 
titution all developed rapidly since he left 
the government. If anyone could call him- 
self ‘Un combattant de i'Islam,” it was he. 
Islam posed a serous problem for the 
Marxist-Leninist parties. They tried hard 
to play down the Marxist doctrine of 
religion as “the opium of the people”’ and 
paid honour to Senegal’s Muslim leaders. 
The Parti Africain de | ‘Independance held 
a minute's silence in memory of Amadou 
Bamba at its conference in December, and 
at an election meeting in Diourbel the 
spokesman for the /igue Democratique- 
Mouvement Populaire des Travailleurs 
(LD-MPT) potrayed the founder of the 
Mourides as “Un homme de refus’’ — a 
man of no compromise. But such gestures 
did not convince the present generation of 
religious leaders, many of whom have 
condemned the far-left parties as atheistic. 
The marabouts’ support for Abdou 
Diouf is resented by the other parties. All 
the speakers at a meeting of the Parti de 
l'Independance et du Travail (PIT) in 
Thies were reported to have condemned 
“The lack of integnty and the corrupt spirit 
of certain marabouts."’ One of them said 
that “Abdou Diouf is a Moslem like 
anybody else. If the marabouts cannot be 
content with remaining neutral then they 
should give their support to all Senegalese 
without distinction.’ In Tivaouane, 
Serigne Diop. a member of Abdoulaye 
Wade's Parti Democratique Senegalais 


3400/1056 


76 


(PDS) criticised the political role of the 
marabouts and stressed that Tivaouane 
belonged to all parties. 


The PS and the marabouts responded to 
such complaints by saying that the marab- 
outs were quite entitled to make political 
Statements. In Darou Mousty, Serigne 
Kasso Lo M'Backe, a Mouride marabout, 


said: “We give instruction on the Koran 
but also on life’ — and he urged the 
people to get up early on February 27 to 
vote for Abdou Diouf who had been 
chosen by God, and had already been 


favoured with two good rainy seasons. 

Although the fact that Diouf is a Moslem 
and that he favours traditional Moslem 
customs and values obviously counted in 
his favour, it is the fact that it is he who 

Jepresented the real power and authority 
in Senegal which explained why the marab- 
outs were so willing to support him. If one 
is to understand the role of the marabouts 
in contemporary Senegalese society one 
should see them not just as spiritual direc- 
tors of the Sufi brotherhoods but also as 
spokesmen for the rural areas in which the 
brotherhoods are based. Their political 
support for the government reflects the 
belief that it is this government which is 
most able to supply facilities the rural 
areas so badly need. It must also be said 
that many marabouts are involved in com- 
mercial farming (particularly of ground- 
nuts) and even industry. Mutually benefi- 
cial relations with central government, who 
control seed distribution and import li- 
cences, have therefore developed. 

What difference did maraboutic support 
for Abdou Diouf make to the election? 
None of the brotherhoods, after all, have 
as many followers as the PS, which has 
nearly a million paid-up members. It is fair 
to say that the marabouts have as much 
interest in courting the PS as the PS has in 
courtir g the marabouts. The support of the 
marabouts provided the government with a 
huge moral advantage over the opposition 
parties. In an interview shortly before the 
elections, Abdou Diouf summed up the 
situation. He played down the political 
influence of the marabouts, but added: “I 
know that they are very influential and that 
when the time comes thgir words will carry 
a certain weight.” 7 














"ELECTORAL RIGGING’ REPORTEDLY COST DIOUF'S POLITICAL INITIATIVE 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3425, 11 Apr 83 pp 875, 876 


[Article by Mark Doyle] 


[Text ] 


PRESIDENT DIOUF has announced a 
cabinet shuffle and a change in the Con- 
stitution, both of which may be seen as 
replies to the charge that he is a “prisoner 
of his party’’. The dumping of some of the 
more unpopular party “Barons” was ex- 
pected. The revision of Article 3 of the 
Constitution, which gives automatic suc- 
cession of the Presidency to the Prime 
Minister, was also not a bombshell; it was 
always suspected that this was designed 
specifically to allow Diouf a smooth transi- 
tion. Some changes were on the cards. But 
will these be enough? 

The Prime Minister, Habib Thiam, has 
had his post suppressed. and he himself has 
been named President of the National 
Assembly. As such he would be responsi- 
ble for organising elections in the event of 
Diouf’s death or retirement. The Foreign 
Minister, Moustapha Niasse, has taken 
over as interim Prime Minister until the 
Constitutional proposal becomes law. 

Another of the prominent barons, Ama- 
dou Cissé Dia, formerly President of the 
Assembly, has been firmly kicked upstairs; 
he becomes “Honorary President of the 
National Assembiy™’. Two others, Assane 
Seck, the Casamance leader and former 
Equipment Minister. and Alioune Badara 
Mbengue, former Justice Minister, have 
been made, respectively. First and Second 
Vice Presidents of the National Assembly. 

These three are the main casualties of 
what may become known, for public rela- 
tions purposes. as the beginnings of /'aprés 
Senghor. The beneficiaries of the “new 
wave’. on the other hand, a clutch of 
“opposition” politicians who enter the 
Government. are not such historically im- 
pressive names. Doudou Ndoye has been 
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named Justice Minister. A former member 
of the Parti Democratique Sénégaiais. he is 
now a Parti Socialiste convert. Thierno Ba 
becomes Secretary of State for Labour and 
Iba der Thiam becomes National Educa- 


SENEGAL 


tion Minister. These three have tenuous ° 


“opposition” credentials and were quiet. if 
not tamed, during the election campaign. 

The same cannot be said of Cheikh Anta 
Diop, the renowned scholar and leader of 
the Rassemblement Nationale Democrati- 
que. He was widely tipped for office in the 
new Government, but remains in the cold. 
Perhaps throwing in his lot with Abdoulaye 
Wade when it came to contesting the 
legality of February's poll outweighed his 
support for Diouf’s candidature for the 
Presidency. On the other hand, perhaps 
more mundane considerations were at 
play; there is a vicious rumour going round 
that shortly before the elections Diop was 
awarded a State professorship, with back- 
pay, that he had been waiting for since the 
early 70s. 

Several younger members of the PS are 
at last to taste power. Their bids for office. 
indeed, were seen last year as a greater 
threat to the status quo than the challenge 
of the disunited opposition. Thus the High- 
er Education, Rural Development, Hous- 
ing, Commerce and Labour portfolios go 
to the “Young Wolfs” or ““Technocrats”’ as 
this group has colourfully come to be 
known. 

Will these changes be enough for Diouf 
to be seen to have conducted a house- 
cleaning exercise? The first observation is 
that the shuffle appears to completely 
ignore the opposition as it manifested itself 
during and immediately after the election 
campaign. The opposition, spearheaded by 
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Abdoulaye Wade's Parti Democratique 
Sénégalais, have announced the formation 
of a “Shadow Government”. This dissatis- 
fied and patently cheated section of the 
political community have also said that 
they will not take the nine National Assem- 
bly seats offered to them as a consolation 
prize. This boycott will make the new 
President of the “National Assembly”’, 
Habib Thiam, more like a Parliamentary 
PS co-ordinator. 

Politics is the Art of the Possible. But it 
can legitimately be asked whether Abdou 
Diouf has done all within his power to 
change Senegal’s static political landscape. 
When he announced the suppression of the 
post of Prime Minister, Diouf said this 
would speed up and simplify the process of 
government. It will also concentrate power 
in Abdou Diouf's ample embrace, confirm- 
ing a comment he made in March that the 
Senegalese political system was ‘“‘presiden- 
tial not parliamentary”. 

The new Government. Diouf said, 
would not be a vehicle for the Party but 
representative of “all Senegalese”. The 
claim begs a number of questions: who will 
represent those Senegalese who were eligi- 
ble but did not register? What of the 42 per 
cent who were registered but did not vote, 
many of whom also mistrusted the elector- 
al process? Of those who cast their papers, 
what of the 17 to 20 per cent (at the very 
least) who voted for the opposition. 

The electoral rigging, which was noted 
by most independent observers apart from 
those of the mealy-mouthed and racist 
“Well this is Africa . . .”’ tendency, lost 
Abdou Diouf the political initiative. It ts 
doubtful whether this partial shuffle and 
tinkering with the Constitution will win it 
back for him. But whoever or whatever has 
the initiative, in a “parliamentary” or 
“presidential” system, in a context where 
the Party is more or less synonymous with 
the State, who, of those in office, cares? 
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SIERRA LEONE 


BRIEFS 


COOPERATION WITH SAUDI ARABIA-—Mr. Salia Jusu-Sheriff, Minister of Finance, 
and Dr. Ahmed Mohamed Ali, President of the Islamic Development Bank signing 
an agreement in Jeddah early this month, during the Minister'’s visit to 
Saudi Arabia, under which the IDB will provide Sierra Leone with technical 
aid worth 777,000 Islamic dinars (about $850,000). The money will be used 
to help build a road from Freetown to Conakry, in Guinea ($350,000) and for 
water exploration in Freetown ($490,000). Mr. Jusu-Sheriff and Dr. Ali 
also discussed various aspects of co-operation and ways to strengthen it at 
the level of projects to be established. Officials with the minister also 
had discussions on certain projects with officials o* the Saudi Fund. 
[Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3426, 11 Apr 83 p 920] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


NATIONAL PARTY REFORMS SPLIT COLOREDS 


Braamfontein FRONTLINE in English Apr 83 pp 29-35 


[Article by Helen Zille entitled: ‘Between Amandla and the Peecee"] 


Since Dutch East India Company days a question has been hanging over a back corner 
of South Africa’s collective mind: .On which side of the Great Divide do the “Coloureds” 
fall? With the Blacks, towards whom successive governments have tried to push them for 
centuries and especially for the iast 30 years? Or with the Whites, who are now 
desperately trying to undo their past successes and lure them to the “white” side of the 
apartheid line? With the fire! answer now looming near, HELEN ZILLE conducted 


[Text ] 


some ground-levei research around the heartland, the Cape Flats. 


at a distance if people are discussing 

politics. Every now and then someone 
will lift both hands and scratch the air in 
front of him, twice, with his forefingers. 
The odds are he is. saying the word 
“Coloured”. Two scratches in the air are 
hand-made quotation marks, used to 
distinguish the word “Coloured” from 
Coloured -— and the difference is 
important. “Coloured” means “People 
who are classified by the Government as 
Coloured”. Coloured, without quotation 
marks, has become an insult, a term that 
conveys acceptance of the official 
obsession for placing all South Africans 
into neat ethnic compartments, in a 
formula that won't threaten white 
control. 

Yet even the most vigorous opponents 
of ethnic compartmentalisation find that 
they have to use the term “Coloured” at 
times. For them it has become impossible 
to discuss politics without using their 
hands. “If my hands were tied behind my 
back, I would not be, able to make a 
speech,” says Alan Bcesak, the Dutch 
Reformed Mission Chu:ch dominee who 
recently became Presid=nt of the World 
Alliance of Reformed ‘«"hurches, and has 
been outspoken in his opposition to the 
government’s constitu‘ional proposals. 


E Cape Town these days, you can tell 
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The “Coloured Salute” as the hand- 
made quotation marks have become 
known, is likely to become a standard 
feature of 1983’s political debate. It 
usually comes up once or twice at the 
beginning of a discussion, to make the 
point, but falls away when it becomes 
tiring and disruptive. The same applies to 
the written “salute”. It is used a few 
times and then Coloured automatically is 
understood to mean “Coloured”’. 


I. was a young Coloured fruit vendor, 
selling his wares outside a suburban Cape 
Town station, who summed up the 
political prospects of the year ahead. 


Surrounded by neat pyramids of shiny 
nectarines, -— known as ‘“Kaalgat 
peaches,”” (or “Sandy Bay peaches”) — 
he stared in fascination at a daily news- 
paper’s dramatic front page photograph 
of chairs being hurled across a hall where 
a political meeting was to have taken 
place. With a gap-toothed smile, he 
announced, in language as fruity as his 
wares, that “this Peecee” was still going 
to cause a lot of trouble. “‘Peecee”’, is the 
popular term amongst the Coloureds for 
the Government’s constitutional propos- 
als. It is derived from the letters PC — for 














President’s Council — which has come to 
symbolise the government's attempt to 
find a formula for the political inclusion 
of South Africa’s 2 500 000 Coloureds 
after decades of constitutional manouevr- 
ing to ensure their exclusion. 

The attempt to find this formula split 
the mighty and monolithic National 
Party and is now causing disruption 
every bit as torrid in its emotional 
intensity among the Coloured people. 
The Labour Party’s decision to “go in” to 
the proposed three chamber parliament is 
the beginning rather than the end of the 
process that is slowly tearing apart the 
fabric of Coloured politics. For it was far 
more than a simple political decision. 

It was, for many Coloureds, a state- 
ment about their identity. For those who 
hated apartheid because it kept them 
apart them the whites, the door to power 
has at last opened. For those who see 
their future alongside the country’s black 
majority, the decision is a massive betray- 
al. The torn emotions pour out at politic- 
al meetings, erupting in fighting and 
slogan-shouting. It was all captured in a 
single instant at a recent meeting in 
Eldorado Park: As one section of the 
audience chanted “Amandla Awethu” 
(power is ours) in solidarity with the 
black struggle, an enraged woman her 
eyes blazing, faced them and roared 
from the bottom of her large chest: 
“Amandla se voet. Ek is ’n Boesman.” 
_ This is the agony of a minority group 
whose alliances have vacillated repeatedly 
in their search for identity and security. 
They have, at various times in their 
history, joined forces “with whites 
against blacks or with blacks against 
whites or with whites against whites, in 
varying combinations,” as Mary Simons 
puts it in her study of Coloured politics. 
In the process they became South Africa’s 
ultimate political football. As early as 
1853 they had equal political rights with 
whites on 2 qualified franchise, but as 
soon as efforts were made to elect colour- 
ed candidates the Rhodes administration 
changed voting procedures to prevent this 
happening. This erosion continued 
gradually for a hundred years until, in 
195}, the ruling National Party, fearing 
that “Coloureds” would gang up with the 
Opposition United Party, moved to safe- 
guard its marginal newly-won power by 
attempting to remove the coloureds from 
the common voters’ roll. 
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B.. Botha, the young MP for George, 
had already been in Parliament for three 
years when the government of which he 
was a member began its attempt to pass 
the Separate Representation of Voters 
Bill. His next six years in the House were 
to be dominated by the National Party's 
constitutional contortions to get the 
Coloureds off the common voters’ roll. It 
tried — and failed — on four occasions 
between 1951 and 1954, thwarted each 
time by an Appeal Court ruling or the 
failure to win the two-thirds Parliamert- 
ary majority needed to change the 
constitution. Coloureds successfully led 
the fight to retain the existing democratic 
features of the constitution in two epic 
court battles. But the National Party, 
determined to get round the independent 
judiciary and entrenched constitution 
that were thwarting its aims, eventually 
obtained the majorities it needed by 
changing the very structures of both the 
Appeal Court and the Senate. It raised 
the necessary Appeal Court quorum to 1] 
for constitutional cases, appointing five 
new appeal judges who would favour its 
case. Then it enlarged the Senate so as to 
ensure the necessary two-thirds majority 
with both Houses sitting together. (The 
deal done, the Scaate was later brought 
back to normal size.) 

Thus, in 1956, the South Africa Act 
Amendment Act made its way through 
Parliament, removing Coloureds from the 
common roll and rendering the Supreme 
Court powerless to challenge laws passed 
by Parliament in all but a small number 
of cases. 


= years after coming to power, 
the National Party eventually succeeded 
in abolishing the-coloured people’s last 
parliamentary toe-hold; the power to elect 
four white representatives to the House. 
The year was 1968 — two years earlier Mr 
P.W. Botha had completed a five year 
stretch as Minister of Coloured Affairs. 
The Coloured Person's Representative 
Council was offered as an alternative, and 
became the site of a new constitutional 
struggle. The Labour Party attempted to 
use this platform to fight the system from 
within, ultimately playing its trump card 
by refusing to pass the budget. Finally 








the CRC, propped up by government 
appointees alone, died from a lack of 
legitimacy. The age of black conscious- 
ness had arrived, when all people of 
colour were called “black” and a new 
fear arose: that the Coloureds would join 
forces with Africans in the fight against 
apartheid. 

Mr Botha’s premiership, which began 
in 1978, has been dominated by the 
attempt to avert this threat by drawing 
the coloureds back once more. But he is 
finding that many are not as keen to 
return as they were to remain — not on 
the terms he is offering, anyway. And this 
time the government cannot pass a law to 
ensure the majority support it needs to 
make the system work, as it could almost 
three decades ago with the Appeal Court 
and the Senate. It is up to the Coloured 
people to make their choice. The Govern- 
ment will be forced to sit on the sidelines, 
sweating it out till the Coloured people 
express their opinion in the election for 


the Coloured chamber that must be held 
some time next year. 

This election is unlikely to be a 
contest between those voting for or 
against participation in the new sytem. It 
is more likely to be a contest between 
those who vote and those who do not. 
For “Boycott” or the “politics or 
refusal”, runs deep in the history of the 
“Coloured” people. On the other side is 
the tactic of “fighting from within the 
system”, with its equally long history. 
This, says the Labour Party, will be its 
strategy once more, as it was with the 
CRC. It will use its newly-won bargaining 
position to fight for equal political parti- 
cipation for all South Africans. 

The party’s opponents, who are 
marshalling their forces in a “United 
Democratic Front” say this will be 
impossible, for the constitutional 
proposals have been carefully worked out 
to prevent the recurrence of the very 
threat for which the Coloureds were 
disenfranchised. If the Labour Party had 
been serious about using its leverage to 
change the system, it would have set 
some conditions for its participation, at 
least to ensure genuine power sharing and 
the dilution of the system’s most auto- 
cratic features. Instead it has agreed to go 
into a Parliament that is but a small cog 
in a system in which the fixed 4:2:1 distri- 
bution of political power will entrench 
rather than challenge the position of the 
National Party; in which the executive 
President is likely to be elected by 50 
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Nationalists and where 75% of the power- 
ful President’s Council are likely to be 
Nationalists. If the Government would 
not be prepared to compromise now, why 
would it want to compromise later? The 
Labour Party is banking on the fact that 
the government is serious about winning 
legitimacy for its new constitution from 
the Coloured people and will therefore 
be forced, under pressure, to make 
increasingly significant concessions to 
keep its reform strategy on track. Once 
the process has started it will gather its 
own momentum. “The Government has 
given us a lemon. We will make the 
lemonade,” says David Curry, deputy 
Labour Party leader. 

The fermentation has already begun. 
For the Coloured people, 1983 seems set 
to be the most turbulent, divisive and 


politicising year in their history. 


ONVENTIONAL mythology has it 

that the first “Coloured” made his 

appearance in South Africa about 
nine months after Van Riebeeck and his 
party landed at the Cape of Good Hope 
in 1652 unencumbered by the Immoral- 
ity Act. 

History has it that the group now 
classified “Coloured” has a rich and 
varied ancestry that can be traced back to 
the Khoi and San people, sallow-skinned 
hunter-gatherers and herdsmen who were 
virtually wiped out by two smallpox 
epidemics and the military might of the 
white settlecs. Their culture and the clicks 
of their language died with them, but 
their genes survived through intermarriage 
with imported slaves and other inhabit- 
ants of the Cape Colony, to produce the 
“Cape Coloured people”, They, of all 
South Africans, can say they are “made 
in South Africa”. 


_ those classified “Coloured” are 
a people of differing cultures, languages 
and religions, a filing cabinet where apart- 
heid’s architects have stored anyone who 
doesn’t fit the neat categories of “‘black” 
or “white”. According to Proclamation 
46 of 1959 (as amended) the Coloured 
people comprise seven sub-categories: 
Cape Coloured, Cape Malay, Griqua, 
Indian, Chinese, “other Asiatic” and 
“other coloured”. Together, they were 
supposed to form an “emergent nation”, 
but, with their identity imposed from 








above, many Coloureds had more in 
common with people outside their group. 

The obsession with classification 
traumatised the Coloured people. It split 

‘families in which siblings had a different 
skin shade or hair texture. It produced 
what must rank as one of the world’s 
greatest institutionalised insults: The 
Mixed Marriages and Immorality Acts, 
which in effect, tell Coloureds that their 
procreation was a crime in the first place, 
and that the smaller their group can be 
kept in future, the better. It has been 
responsible for the forced removal of well 
over 100000 families in terms of the 
Group Areas Act as the planners attempted 
to separate the various groups into neatly 
arranged “ethnic compartments” and 
keep such ideally situated pieces of real 
estate as District Six for whites only. 
Most of them were moved to the sandy- 
soil of the Cape Flats, stretching across 
the Peninsula south east from Cape 
Town, or to Atlantis, 45 km to the North, 
in the shadow of the nuclear power 
station, Koeberg. 

“We ride the train and we keep our 
money in ovr panties. We used to put it 
in our bras but this is now taboo because 
the skoilies get it out of there, no 
problem,” says Maria Adams of Mitchell's 
Plain as she explains that the “worst thing 
about the Group” is the difficulty and 
danger it has brought to transport. “A lot 
of people is ge-rape oppie trein and any- 
way ons kan dit nie afford nie.” 

Noel Williams of the Atlantis cricket 
club agrees. His club paid R1 700 during 
the last three months of 1982 in trans- 
port costs alone. “People can’t play 
cricket anymore because of this. They 
can’t afford it.” 

It takes a team 90 minutes to travel 
from Atlantis to the cricket club in 
Mitchell’s Plain — an 80-km stretch 
through the area that is home to the 
majority of South Africa’s coloured 
people. 

This richly diverse, densely-packed 
world grew rapidly and haphazardly 
during the past thirty years as the Port 
Jackson bushes of the windswept Flats 
were pushed back to make room for 
those not wanted in “‘white” areas. What 
were once close-bred communities were 
dispersed across the plain as people took 
whatever shelter they could get in the 
search for stability and security. As the 
fibres of communities were torn apart, 
new ones grew but the scars of disruption 
remain. 





jon many still live in the flimsy 
structures, called “nylons”, of Athlone, 
Kewtown and Hanover Park, where over- 
crowding makes every argument and love 
affair a public issue. 

Others came more recently to the 
standardised housing and modern shop- 
ping centres of Mitchell’s Plain, where the 
uniform windows of uniform houses are 
patterned with burglar bars of diverse 
designs: wrought iron rising suns, intricate 
cobwebs or woven diamonds. 

Mrs Pieterse says she “‘can’t complain” 
about living in Mitchell’s Plain. She grew 
up in District Six’s Jordaan Street but her 
father “got rid of the house, the family 
were fighting over it too much.” Al- 
though the Pieterse family is one of a 
small group who were not forcibly moved 
out of “the District” they believe they 


were forced to live in Mitchell’s Plain. It 
is a feeling shared by others in their 
position and their logic is simple: As long 
as “The Group” exists they will not be 
free to choose where to live, but will be 
forced to take whatever houses are avail- 
able in inconveniently situated areas 
reserved for coloureds. 

“*. . .Dis dieselle no matter what. Hier- 
die beloved land se housing is gefokk.”’. . . 

The pathos, laughter, tragedy and 
violence of their world is captured in the 
lively patois of the Flats, called gamtaal, a 
vibrant mixture of Afrikaans and English, 
fast-flowing end high-pitched. It takes 
time for a newcomer to distinguish where 
one word ends and another begins as the 
sentences roll and jerk against the cadenc- 
es the ear has learnt to anticipate. 

By day the townships are transformed 
into giant, precarious roller-skating rinks 
as children take to the streets on wheels, 
negotiating sandy stretches patched with 
worn concrete bumps, glass, deflated 
tyre-tubes, twisted metal and the rest of 
the flotsam of the Fiats. 

By night these streets become the 
terrain of the “‘gangsters and mobsters” 
that terrorise the townships: the Born 
Free Kids, the Genuine Schoolboys, the 
Mongrels, the Scorpions, the Weekend 
Spoilers, the Three Bob Kids, the New 
York Yankees, the Corner Kids, the 
Vultures, the Laughing Boys, the Sexy 
Boys and many more. 

Their names and slogans are scrawled 
on the walls of dingy yellow tenement 
buildings, marking their territory. An S$ 
usually has two slashes through it — $ — 
the mark of the “dollar”, symbolising the 








money for which they are in business. 
Some are armed with switchblades and 
pangas, others, “Chicago-style”, with 
handguns, and sawn off shotguns which 
they have used to turn the Flats into one 


of the most violent places on earth. With 
a murder every 12 hours, a rape every 6% 
hours, a robbery every 90 minutes, an 
assault every 30 minutes and a theft every 
22 minutes, according to recent statistics, 
people take care to bolt themselves firmly 
into their houses where they watch “van 
boekevat tot vlagrys,” as one man from 
Elsies River put it. “And when the flag 
comes on we only stand up to switch 
off.” 

No matter how poor, people own a 
television set, (usually a colour set) mostly 
bought on hire purchase, and sometimes 
on the thriving black market. This flour- 
ishing trade no longer centres on tele- 
vision — the market is all but saturated. 
“Now it is video,” explains a “groot 
mobster”. He has an order for ten, and 
estimates he can steal at least one a week 
over the next 10 weeks that he can sell at 
R400 a time. 

His buddy (wearing a bandage round 
his neck to cover a stab wound of the 
night before) specialises in “radios and 
tapes”. “Ek is georganise,” he says, 
explaining how the contacts of the under- 
ground network function to protect each 
other from “die laws” as the police are 
known. 

On the sofa nearby sits his mother, a 
tiny withered woman. She is preoccupied 
by other problems: how to organise bail 
for her youngest son who is on trial for 
theft. She brings out the well-thumbed 
photograph album that falls open on the 
page with her favourite photo. It shows 
three cherubic boys in diminutive grey 
suits and straw boaters: “Dis . y seuns, 
aged eight, nine and ten in the Christian 
cho.r,” she explains. 


Nuasy. surveying the street life, a 
young woman stands in a doorway, 
“pregnant deur ‘n one-night stand”. 

“| Wat ek nie kan regkry is hierdie 
contraception scene. Maar nevermind, dit 
is worldwide en day-to-day. Hier probeer 
hulle test-tube babies te perfek en hier en 
daar word die arme kinders sonder gedag- 
te or gedigte gemaak. Waar kom al die 
siecle? Ons God is maar baie besig, né?” 
An acquaintance approaches, her shiny 
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hair just released from the tight grip of 
plastic rollers. “Is jy weer pregnant?” she 
asks in the patronising tone of one who is 
““gesterilise."” “Nee, man, net te veel 
geéet,” comes the instant reply. They 
laugh. 

Out of an open door comes the un- 
mistakable whiff of dagga, easily obtain- 
able on the Flats in packs of 50c, R1,00 
or R13,00. Sometimes it is mixed with’g 
crushed “‘button”’, as the mandrax, tablets, 
costing R7,50 each, are known. “It could 
be much cheaper but it is a monopoly. It 
is capitalism,” I’m told. 

The dope racket is not confined to the 
underworld. Ronald has a good job in 
town and lives a middle class existence in 
Mitchell’s Plain. He also “blows” when he 
comes home from work at night and has 
an assortment of bottlenecks he uses as 
“pipes”. On the wall in the room where 
he smokes is a lone picture, tilted to the 
left by the weight of four burning sticks 
of incense jammed into the frame, the 
sweet, pungent odour drowning the 
distinctive smell of dope “‘in case any 
mother-in-law comes.” The only other 
piece of furniture in the room is a radio- 
gram beating out the repetitive reggae 
rythmns, imported from Jamaica, that are 
the rage in the township. On the floor lies 
a roneoed reggae songsheet with the 
words of a song called “Black petty- 
booshwah:” 


“Dem side wid oppressah 

when di goin’ get ruff 

side wid aggressah 

when di goin’ get tuff. 

Dem a black petty-booshwah.. .” 


Not that Ronald is into the class 
struggle. He sees things in black and white 
and his politics revolve around dope. The 
white man, he says, bans dagga because it 
is grown and sold by the blacks. But wine 
is legal, although it is “far worse than 
dope”, because it is “made by the Boere”. 
Like many others, he has no idea what the 
“three parliament” plan is about. He has 
heard of the Labour Party because “I saw 
them on TV. But I give them a miss. 
Hulle is nie ’n benefit nie.”” He has also 
heard of the “civics” that have sprung up 
in all the townships, organising and 
politicising people around daily issues 
that affect their lives. “As far as I am 
concerned it is bourgeoisie who are 
involved in the struggle. They come to 
the lumpens with their groot Engelse 














woorde en sé kom hierso, Broer, ons is 
alma! saam innie struggle. . .” 

His barbed remark, is aimed at people 
like Farieda, educated, politically aware, 
and passionately committed. Many like 
her spend their free time working to 
strengthen the “civics”, as the com- 
munity organisations in the townships 
are known. The civics were born in the 
aftermath of the widespread community 
action and school boycotts of 1980 when 
“People were motivated but there were 
no organisations through which they 
“ould mobilise.” Ad hoc committees and 
groups were formed which were later 
transformed into community organi- 
sations to give people a continuing sense 
that through their own efforts, they 
could work towards some control over 
their lives and living conditions, tackling 
issues like transport, rents, recreation and 
childcare facilities. Today several “civics” 
have their own newsletters written in 
simple English, compiled and distributed 
by residents in their spare time. 

LOGRA NEWS is the newsletter of the 
Grassy Park and Lotus River Residents 
Association and tells at a glance what a 
civic is all about. “. . .Many residents have 
joined the struggle to make our area a 
better place to live in. Due to constant 
pressure the Divisional Council has 
finally woken up. More roads are being 
built, street lights erected, sewerage pipes 
laid and a new civic hall is to be built 
soon. . . The story on page 3 tells of the 
“Bus Shelter Victory” in ten steps. It 
starts with step. 1. Residents complained 
there was no shelter at Buck Road 
Terminus. 

The next eight steps tell how the 
people take up the matter through their 
“civic”, organise a petition of 2000 
signatures, stage a demonstration at the 
Divisional Council Building in Cape Town 
and in no time arrive at step 10: 

“VICTORY COMES THROUGH 
ORGANISED ACTION. 8 YEARS 
WITHOUT A SHELTER. THROUGH 
ORGANISED ACTION A SHELTER IN 


8 WEEKS.” 


= with a circulation of 
20000 and a readership that some 
estimate is 10 times as high, is a com- 
munity newspaper serving all areas. It is a 
monthly, produced and distributed by 
volunteers — mainly the youth — from 
various “civics”. In simple language 
and communicative cartoons it gives 


advice on health problems ranging from 
worms to VD; explains how to set up an 
organisation and draw up a constitution; 
and documents the successes and failures 
of the “civic” movement across the 
Peninsula. 

Politically aware youth are strongly 
opposed to the alcohol, drug and crime- 
ridden lives led by the “Lumpens,” the 
popular abbreviation of “lumpenproleta- 
riat,” used to describe people like 
“Hosepipe”. Well over six feet tall, he just 
manages to straighten his angular frame in 
the corrugated iran shack-turned-shebeen 
where he djols. The Christmas decoration 
stubble, that will remain on the ceiling till 
the sticky tape perishes, tickles his skull 
as he does a solo shuffle across the floor. 
The music, beating in his brain alone, 
brings a look of benign idiocy to his 
round, young face. His booze-filled world 
is aeons away from that of his committed 
contemporaries who spend their sober 
weekends planning meetings, handing out 
newsletters or collecting signatures. 

An equally large divide separates many 
of the committed youth from their 
parents. 

A mother sits in one room of a tene- 
ment flat watching Sport on television. 
In the kitchen next door, her student son 
and his frieads conduct a fervent political 
discussion, in English, over a meal of pea- 
stew, white bread, strawberry Koolaid 
and chili sauce with everything. They 
analyse South African politics in class 
terms and see racial inequalities as a 
functional part of the capitalist system. 
As they leave the kitchen they cross the 
generation gap and enter another world. 
The discussion switches to Afrikaans and 
away from politics. “We don’t talk about 


politics with our parents,” one young 
man explains. “They think just mention- 
ing that word will get you on Robben 
Island. I wouldn’t talk about politics to 
my mother like I wouldn’t talk about. . .” 
— he pauses as he searches for a suitahle 
comparison — “. . . like I wouldn’t talk 
about fucking.” 

Many of their parerts are people like 
Patrick, a factory worker with a standard 
three education who lives in Bonteheuwel. 
If he has the choice, he says he would 
“rather go with the whites”. He speaks 
scathingly about his white boss, his 
“lanie” who is “a PFP”’. 

“That means he is for the blacks. All 
the old office furniture goes to Cross- 
roads, but I must work weekends en tot 
laat innie aand to pay for these things,” 











he says, gesturing towards his radiogram, 
his fridge, his TV, his car and his motor- 
bike, all bought on hire purchase. 

The Labour Party is clearly aware of 
the conservatism and radicalism of its 
fractured consistuency. At the same 
meeting one leader pledges that the 
party will use its position in the Coloured 
parliament to fight for the inclusion of 
all, while another asks: “What have the 
blacks done for us? When our land was 
taken away which blacks spoke up for 
us? It it is time that the Coloureds look 
after themselves.” 


yw kind of language would have been 
unthinkable a mere two years ago when 
the Labour Party, reacting to generations 
of white rejection, consciously referred to 
all people of colour as Black. Now for the 
first time im decades, they have the 
option of moving closer to whites and 
have chosen to do. Many are no doubt 
sincere about thei desire to fight the 
system from within. Others are clearly 
equally happy to increase their measure 
of half-status they have enjoyed in com- 
parison with blacks. 

But so far none of these speeches have 
been made to coloured audiences in the 
Cape Peninsula. 

The closest the Labour Party has 
ventured in a South Westerly direction is 
Stellenbosch where its meeting turned 
into a near riot as party supporters and 
opponents exchanged blows using bricks, 
stones and chairs. The meeting planned 
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for Ravensmead on the Flats the next 
evening would, in all probability, have 
engendered enough heat to make 
Stellenbosch seem like a cosy frying pan 
in comparison. But the meeting was 
cancelled. This course of action might 
have been the Party’s immediate way 
out of a tricky situation but it cannot be 
a lasting solution. If the Labour Party 
wishes to bring any legitimacy with it 
into the new deal, it can only do so by 
selling itself on the home turf of the 
“Coloured” people: the Cape Flats. 

Although more and more coloured 
people are moving to Johannesburg 
where artisans’ jobs are going at good 


wages, “die Kaap” is still home. Regularity 
they spend their Friday nights driving 
back to spend a weekend in the shadow 
of the mountain. 

Nina cannot. She is 6 000 miles away 
in London, “this cold, foreign alien, 
expensive, big place” as she describes it in 
a letter to the lover she left in Elsies River 
— and this is a quote from the letter: 

She tells him about a live reggae 
concert: ““Die music was just right outta 
this world, maar die mense was ‘n bietjie 
affected deur die koue weather hierso. 
Vir die mees part het die audience super- 
glue innie stoele gehad — stokstil gesit!”’ 

In her homesickness, she recalls “die 
mense met wie ek saam gelewe het, die 
liefde en die laughter. . . Dit is sad en 
partykeer even pynlik. Dis nie net ‘n 
physical need maar ook ‘n emotional 
lus. Soos die plante wat na my venster 
kyk asof hulle buite wil .. ces, die gevoel 
just keeps on growing. Dis dieselle no 
matter waar ek is.” 














SOUTH AFRICA 


CONSERVATIVE LEADER ON 'POLITICAL DROUGHT’ 
MB231319 Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 23 Apr 83 p 3 


[Text] Leevpoort--The drought which caused the prime minister, Mr P.W. Botha, 
to postpone the referendum was a political drought, Dr Andries Treurnicht, 
leader of the Conservative Party [CP], said this week. 


It was a drought in support for the National Party [NP], Dr Treurnicht told 
an election meeting of about 65 people in the Waterberg. 


Mr Botha's decision to hold a referendum on the proposed new deal only after 
the real drought lifted came straight after his announcement last month that 
a referendum would be held and was "typical of the indecision and vacillation' 
of his government, Dr Treurniclhit said. 


The same indecision marked Mr Botha's initial rejectica of the old United 
Party policy of race federation and subsequent propagation of a similar 
form of racially-mixed government under the label of "healthy power-sharing." 


He accused Mr Botha of trying to “hang his policy of integration around the 
neck of Dr Verwoerd." 


After citing a recent speech in Parliament in which Mr Botha reportedly 
quoted Dr Verwoerd as anticipating and sanctioning the introduction of coloureds 
into parliament, Dr Treurnicht said Mr Botha either had a bad political memory 


or had told a "blatant lie." 


Dr Treurnicht then quoted from a speech by Dr Verwoerd in 1960, in which 
Dr Verwoerd warned that introducing coloured MPs would lead to perpetual 
conflict between them and white MPs. 


Far from advocating the introduction of coloureds into Parliament, 
Dr Verwoerd stood for a policy of "absolute parallelism” between the races. 


Dr Treurnicht accused the NP of abandoning the nationalism which had motivated 
the NP for decades and substituting a form of liber: ‘sm. 
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In a separate speech Mr Willie van der Merwe, CP MP for Meyerton, said 

Mr Botha's “sudden decision" to hold a referendum was prompted by fear that 
the NP faced defeat in the Waterberg and Soutpansberg byelections and that 
defeat would generate "irresistible pressure to hold a general election." 


"Now the NP is using every opportunity to postpone the weferendum," he said. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


DROUGHT AID SHOWS "CONSTRUCTIVE ENGAGEMENT ' 
MB210825 Johannesburg DIE TRANSVALER in Afrikaans 14 Apr 83 p 14 


[Editorial: "Concrete Involvement"] 


[Text] The 25,000 rand which the American ambassador, Mr Herman Nickel, 
presented to alleviate the need in drought-stricken areas will be initially 
evaluated as financial assistance. However, in the broader sense it also 
displays an attitude for which every South African should be thankful. 


Here comes the representative of the leading country in the Western world, 
and he offers concrete proof of what the Reagan administration calls 


constructive engagement. 


Instead of blindly criticizing the South African Government and placing 

the blame for everything at its doorstep, Mr Nickel and his embassy staff 
acquainted themselves with the miserable effects of the drought and decided 
to offer assistance. It is refreshingly different fromthe attitudes of other 
Western countries and even former American administrations. 


It is not that Mr Nickel himself and his administration approve of the 
internal politics of our country. Rather this action is a testimony to 

the evenly balanced assessment of the facts of this part of the world; facts 
which require that political differences should never stand in the way of 


emergency relief. 


In the light of the American gesture one may as well ask where those in the 
United Nations stand with their help for the needy, being so hypocriticaliv 
concerned about our coloreds. 


However, there is another factor in the current period of hunger in Kwazulu 
and other homelands that requires attention. It must not be regarded as a 
reproach, but the task of obtaining food makes emergency relief much more 
difficult. There is thus a direct connection with an increase in population. 
People who without a sense of responsibility bring children into the world 
place a tremendous burden on the community. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


TRANSKEIANS FEAR DETENTION UNDER SECURITY LAWS 
MB210938 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2150 GMT 20 Apr 83 


[Text] Umtata, 20 Apr (SAPA)--Many Transkeians lived in constant fear of 
being detained under the security laws as a result of being misled by 
members of the opposition Transkei Democratic Progressive Party, the 
Transkei National Assembly was told in Umtata today. 


A government member from Engcobo, Mr A. N. Sotyatu, said some people feared 
even to allow government machinery to be left in their custody because of 
not being sure whether or not they could be arrested. 


A government member from Umtata, Mr Mike Mazwana, said the decision of 
Transkei to opt for independence was a wise step of democracy which provided 
a firm ground for those who wanted a complete liberation of the black man 

in southern Africa. 





Another member for Umtata, Mr P. M. Ntloko, said Transkei was one of the most 
progressive states south of the equator and it was held in high esteem because 
it peacefully and successfully became sovereign before continuing to update 
and maintain peace very much, unlike black states like Zimbabwe. 


Mr Ntloko said after visiting Zimbabwe in 1978, "I can assure you our debates 
here are by no mears inferior to those I witnessed in that country." 


Mrs C. N. Silo from Engcobo said before independence there were no job 
opportunities for blacks. Jobs were reserved only for whites. 


Mr. C. I. Komsana of Engcobo praised the government for making strides, noting 
that locomotives wer now operated by blacks. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


P.W. BOTHA ON COLOREDS--The National Party never intended that colored 
people should be treated on the same basis as the black peoples. That is 
the word from South African Prime Minister Pieter Botha. Speaking in the 
House of Assembly in Cape Town, Botha said the word, apartheid, has been 
misused. lie said it was Hendrik Verwoerd's plan that the colored people 
should get representation in Parliament. The prime minister says there 
has never been greater progress in what he has called the upliftment of 
colored people. Botha has also hit out at the Westminister system of 
government. He says as long as the system is used, justice cannot be done 
to the various population groups. [Excerpt] [MB201825 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1700 GMT 20 Apr 83] 


BLACK HOMELANDS LEADERS --The chief minister of the self-governing black 
state of Qwa Qwa in South Africa, Mr Kenneth Mopeli says black leaders, 
particularly those in the self-governing states of South Africa, should be 
projected abroad as fully fledged leaders and not as henchien of their 
white compatriots. He was speaking at the official opening of a new 

radio studio complex of the South African Broadcasting Corporation in the 
capital of Phuthaditjhaba. He said black people could not be expected to 
condone everything done for the black people by the South African Govern- 
ment. Mr Mopeli said many black people also regarded radio in South Africa 
as an ideological instrument in the hands of whites who wanted blacks to 
think in a specific direction. [Text] [MB210948 Johannesburg International 
Service in English 0630 GMT 21 Apr 83] 


OPPOSITION-ANC Ti{ES--Umtata, 22 Apr (SAPA)--The banned African National 
Congress was usiug the Transkei opposition Democratic Party (DPP) as its 
agent, and through it the ANC had created a number of cells in many 
Transkeian towns and villages, the prime minister, Chief George Matanzima, 
said in Umtata today. Chief Matanzima, who was speaking in the weeklong 
no-confidence debate in the national assembly, said he had proof that 
supporters of the DPP were also fellow-travellers or supporters of the 
banned ANC. He urged the leader of the party, Mr Caledon Mda, who intro- 
duced the motion, to dissociate himself from some of the statements of his 
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followers. He said that "none of us in the Transkei" were against the 
philosophy of the ANC as a liberator, but they differed in their methods. 
"The ANC believes in violence while we believe in non-violence." Replying, 
Mr Mda said he dissociated himself from the statements of Mr Xobololo. If 
any organisation did attempt to use his party as its agent, he would be 
the first to be consulted. The policy of his party was presented to the 
house and there "is not a tinge of ANC policy in it." [Text] [MB221816 
Johannesburg SAPA in English 1413 GMT 22 Apr 83] 


THABA NCHU iNCORPORATION--South Africa and Bophuthatswana have decided on a 
proposed date for the incorporation of Thaba Nchu into Bbophuthatswana. The 
announcement came in a joint statement issued at the town by the deputy 
minister of development and land affairs, Mr Hennie van der Walt, and the 
Bophuthatswana minister of foreign affairs, Mr (Molatlwa). The date will 
be submitted to the two governments. The statement says details of the 
agreements reached will be announced on 23 May, and legislation on the 
incorporation is expected to be introduced before the end of June. [Text] 
[MB240548 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 23 Apr 83] 


VENDA FORCES TRAINING--President Patrick Mphephu of the Republic of Venda 
has announced that members of his country's armed forces are to receive 
training with the security force in South-West Africa/Namibia. He says 

it is important that they gain experience in the operational area so that 
they will be able to maintain peace and stability in southern Africa. [Text] 
[MB230904 Johannesburg International Service in English 0630 GMT 23 Apr 83] 
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SWAZILAND 


TEACHERS ASSOCIATION ATTACKS EDUCATION MINISTRY 
Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 28 Mar 83 pp l, 16 


[Article by Mandla Magagula] 
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[Text ] 


THE Swaziland Head-° 


masters Association un- 
leashed a bitter attack 
against the Ministry of 


Education at the weekend. 


In a resolution adopted 
eat their annual general 
congress in Ezulwini on 
Satarday, ‘the 
headmasters rejected out- 
right proposals from the 
Ministry calling on them 
to form a sports panel to 
organise inter-schools 
sports at national level 
They warned that there 


would be ne intes-schools - 
sports unless the gover. . 


nment lifted the ban. on 
the Swaziland National 


Association of Teachers. 


——— =~ 


Such a panel would 


decide policy matters on | 
sports in conjunction with | 


the Ministry, the meeting 
was told. 

The Principal Personne! 
Officer said: “We have 
sponsors but we feel 
sports must be organised 
by the teachers then 
selves, although in the 
background the ministry 
will give all possible 
support.” 

The headmasters pas 
sed a resolution rejecting 
the proposals. The resolu- 
tion said: “In view of the 
negotiations that have 


-been going on between 


teachers and government 


$s 

Mr Mamba said there 

were disturbing rumours 
about sports in schools. 

He said the Principal Se- 
eretary for Education had 

been reported in the Press 

as saying soccer and net 

ball competitions were to 

start soon. 

“One is left wondering 
what all this means,” said 
Mr Mamba. “If we have 
just handed to govern. 
ment a memo of 


.understanding regarding 


the resuscitation of our 
organisation with an un- 
derstanding that we all 
agree that our system of 
education cannot function 
normally without a viable 


(SNAT). | via 

proposals regarding the resurrec- teachers’ organisation, 
B.. to the thon ate tion of SNAT, and the then efforts to circumvent 
by three officials from the Outery concerning the this issue-are not only 
Ministry of Eduestion. ever-falling standards of illegal in terms of the sub- 
The officials included the perfomance in schools, and judice principle, but 
Chief Inspector of Schoois, the absence of sporting deliberate mischief 
Mr J.V. Diamini, the Pri harmony which could bordering on chicanery 

result in national sporting and instransigence. 


neipal Personnel Officer, 
Mr O.K. Diamini and the 
Acting Senior Inspector 
for Sports and Culture, 
Mr J.M. Malaza. 


One of the proposais 


activity, we headmasters 
resolve that governemnt 
should not treat the issue 
of sports in isolation, and 
that this issue should not 
be discussed again until 


national organising com- 
mittee had been given the 
task of organising schools 
sports and that “uatil 
SNAT is revived, any 


jor tp pata een i SNAT is revived.” other formula will be seen 
i the 
panel like other subject One of the prominent as an effort to subvert 
speakers was-Mr Jameson bridges we were directed 
Mamba, vice-president of by the late King to build 
the banned SNAT who between the teachers and 
_@elivered. 2, hard-hifiing . the government.” 
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All those who engaged 





CSO: 


themselves in such 
activities, Mr Mamba said, 
“were mercenaries and 
could not escape the 
biame.” 

“I have heard it said 
that ministry officials 
trying to bully teachers 
into dancing to their own... 


music, have bandied about | 


the . soecer tournaments 
being played in the 
Shiselweni District,” Mr 
Mamba said. “As a man 
from the South, I can only 
say that this is mis 
chievous tom-foolery. 
Teachers in the South had 
organised these tourna- 
ments on their own and as 
they proved more and 
more successful, ministry 
Officials started casting 
envious eyes on them and, 


wishing to ensure their . 


own advancement, got 
themselves involved and 
fimally they have hijacked 
it to thefe own destina- 
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then grow fat and 
comfortable with teachers 
in their stomachs.” 
stomachs.” _ 
Mr Mamba told the 
meeting that the issue of 
SNAT and sports in 
schools should be viewed 
in the light of a situation 
where “the Head of State 
is deliberately misled, 
Heads of Government 
constantly thwarted and 
gullible or selfish teachers 
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their way 


manipulated to achieve 
the sims of individual 
people.” He said in some 
countries where it was 
said sport should not he 
mixed with polities, go 
vernments had gone out of 
to get 
sportsmen from other co 
untries to play in those 
countries. 

“What I mean is that 
there may be those among 
us who might argue that 
the issue of SNAT can be 
divoreed from sports and 
music competitions in 
schools,” said Mr Mamba. 
He continued: “That 
would be actually saying 
that we are prepared to 
have SNAT minus one leg 
or arm. ‘ 











OP IN CATTLE PRICE HITS FARMERS 


Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 79 Mar 83 pp l, 16 


fArticle by Mandla Magagula] 
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“team to come and conducta- ss “The need for controlled 
study which will lead to the §=—_ and planned development s 
necessary legsianon. self-evident.” Dr. Gumede 
The West German > sad. ; ae 
vernment had offered to sp “There was a vast potential 
onsor the study. Dr. Gu- _ in the area of export for beef 
mede said. and hides. it was mnperative 
A team of four consul ‘ thas the policy framework 
pcs age ugg the - blsshed urgently. 
about 10 months. The team | Dr. Gumede pointed out 
would include an animal sci- that under the Lome 11 Con- 
| mast. a legal draughtsman | given 2 quota of 3 300 met- 
\idamarketingexpen. |, fc toms, but the country had 
The aim of the study was been unable to fulfill that 
to produce a comprehensive amount. The main consira-- 
and the setting up of fee- -been the inability _ 
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SWAZILAND 


STBC FACES SERIOUS FINANCIA’. CRISIS 
Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 15 Mar 83 p l 


[Article by Donny Nxumalo] 
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[Text] WAT7t Z ~ E25 licence fee. “We were . ‘the border who watch our 
Television may be? faxes, ter tas | egearni 
j was . < case 
forced to close do- fore Partiament, “Prince Ma. ose aun at te TY om 
Deputy " qube said. are owned and the rema- 
_ So Aa “Are the hotels who have" pale et ge 
9 ; country is against 
ator Ben Nsiba-; opts dau? hiss come ors we wil be forced 
ndze, . known fact Swaziland to go to the Mister 
a pineieanetnday. Foam Finance and tell him the 
Senator Nsibandze has imstaiied a TV set m <3 whole thing has failed. My 
. . his different homes will he only worry now is the E2,5m 
said STBC was facing a get a discount too?” Prince which will have gone down 
sd aut Gout th Bae By Alling Bape 
closes,” - 
ve to choose between Thorn pointed out. 
footing the bill or dot- “When the station was on 
ng without TV. “Will the Deputy Prime the verse of collapse we 
Senator Nsibandze Minister like it if all TV approached the Minister of 
also hinted that licence owners took their sets and Finance and he gave us E2.5 
fees might have to be dumped them in front of million to revive it. 
farther a “He told us that this was 
increased fui ESE “if this TY is a thorn in the last sam we were getting 
a oo oe ee oe 
sceptical about away with it altogether?” he- element that may precipitate 
new E25 licence fee we asked. the closure of the station is 
will be left with two al- Senator Nsibandze said the internal battle for adver 
ternatives — either we STBC cost government tisements by the local 
increase the present E650,000 to run for a year. media.” he said. 
rental fee or we close He said the station, which If one media dies the 
: ' tonal sim of E; to 
sowing ausions 9 arcs more eaipment «av oachel the Und 
wp Fegan it was to be completely lo- ee 
proved of the proposed new calised. He added: “There — 
ase more people from across : 
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SWAZILAND 


AGRICULTURAL SECTOR FACES BLEAK FUTURE 
Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER in English 12 Mar 83 p 5 


{Text ] ' ds 
WITH 2 possible loss of gross income of about 


CSO: 


The University of 
Swaziland Agric«itural 
Research ation 
1969, the first year 
Statistics were kept for 
annual rainfall figures, 
1982 has been the driest 
year on record. 

Reflected against a 
total average rainfall for 
1981 of 682.5 mm which 
is considered to be a year 
of light rainfall, 1982 
rainfall figures reveal a 
record low of only 28.2 mm 
and with the winter 
months from May to 
ly no rainfall at all. 

The rainfall figures 
just released for the first 


two months of 1983 in- 


3400/ 1.048 


E3,8 million and 2 10 percent decrease in yields 


this year, Swaziland faces its worst year ever in the. 


agricultural sector. 


schemes in the country, 


will be seriously hit by 
shortage of water this 
year. 

The general manager 
of the scheme, Mr David 
Clark, said many of the 


trends point to a worsen- 
ing of the present 
drought situation. 
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the large inrigation Commenting on the 


situation Mr Clark said, 
S.1§ water re- 
quirements are in the 
region of 400 cubic feet 
per second of water flow 
from its supply source, 
but if present trends con- 
tinue, it appears likely 
that the flow will get 
down to 50 cubic feet per 
second, adding, that 
would be serious indeed! 

The S.1.S. which 
draws a considerable 
amount of water off the 


plications for Swaziland 
is that this will reduce by 
10 percent the harvest 
from the Swaziland Ir- 
rigation Schemes and 
will mean a gross income 
loss of E3,8 million, Mr 
Clark said. 


The long-term effect 


of such a loss could not 
be measured, but as a 
farmer, he said, he 
always remained op- 
timistic about the future. 


Other farmers hard hit 
by the drought will no 
doubt be the small 
farmers mainly in the 


their crops. 

And with the continu- 
ing drought, many of re, 
small farmers will be — 
forced to find “other 
means to survive, said 
one farmer who has 
since found empidyment 
in town. 

Againsi this 
background, foreign aid 
projects assisting the na- 
tion with water develop- 
ment projects have 
pumped in about E15 
million in aid, but this 
will neither avert or help 
ease the present crisis 
because the aid is 
primarily for the storage 
and distribution of 
water. 

One project which is 
engaged in the drilling of 
boreholes will not make 
a difference, according 
to a rural water project 
spokesman, because of 
its limited nature. 














SWAZILAND 


CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES TO LAY OFF WORKERS 
Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 17 Mar 83 pp 1, 16 


[Text] At least 180 employees of Swaziland Chemical Industries will lose 
their jobs at the beginning of next month. 


This was confirmed yesterday by a director of the company, Mr. Ernest 
Atkinson. 


"This is a very sad occasion for us when we have to tell so many loyal workers 
that they have to leave,” he said. "But it is a sign of the times. We 
know these people have families and other commitments, but there is nothing 


we can do." 


Mr. Atkinson said the retrenchments had been necessitated by the current 
drought which hadnot only hit Swaziland, but the whole of Southern Africa. 
The drov~ht forced many fertiliser companies to stop production because the 
farmers were not buying the product. 


Obvious 


"As you know, there has been one of the most severe droughts in history which 
has affected Swaziland and the Southern Hemisphere," he said. 


"It's obvious that the farmers have suffered severely in the process and a 
lot of them are virtually destitute. They have no money to buy fertilizers. 
It is, therefore, not surprising that at the moment we have no orders for 


fertilizer." 


That being the case, Mr. Atkinson said, SCI had been forced to stop producing 
fertilizer at the plant. 


SCI normally worked on a three-shift per day basis, seven days a week, he 
explained. 


The drought situation had forced SCI to cut duwn to a single shift per day 
on five-day week basis. The working hours had also been reduced. 
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Facts 


"We are fortunate in that we have not had to close down the factory completely 
as we have orders for nitric acid and explosives from South Africa,” Mr. 
Atkinson said. "But the sad story is: if you have no orders, you have no 
revenue and you cannot pay salaries. This is one of the economic facts of 
life. I can assure you that this is a very traumatic experience for us--to 
have to make loyal workers redundant.” 


He expressed the hope that the market would pick up in another three or 
four months. Should that happen, Mr. Atkinson said, the company would recall 
the retrenched workers. 


He said the Labour Commissioner had been informed about situation. 


"The Labour Commissioner has given us his advice on what to do in this 
difficult situation,” Mr. Atkinson said. "There is no option left for us. 
We just have to retrench a large number of our workforce in the fertilizer 


section of the plant.” 


He said the workers concerned would get their terminzl benefits in accor- 
dance with the labour laws. Such benefits would be relevant to each employ- 
ee's term of service with SCI, he said. 


The drought and the resulting drop in fertilizer sales had forced SCI to 
abandon some expansions plans, Mr. Atkinson said. Indeed, SCI had repeat- 
edly put off making employees redundant in the hope that the situation would 
improve, but this was not to be, he added. 


We are the only fertilizer factory in the Southern Hemisphere to have held 
out so long before we resorted to making our workers redundant," he said. 
[as published] "Four to five months ago, the other big companies had severe 
retrenchments and we had some of their ex-employees coming here asking if 

we could take them on. 


"I'm very upset about the whole thing p~ onally.” 


CSO: 3400/1048 
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SWAZILAND 


BRIEFS 


JOBS CREATED--About 100 new jobs will be created if plans to open new garment 
factory at Matsapa go through. The factory is to be opened by a Korean firm 
and a delegation from Korea is expected in the country soon to clinch the 
deal with Tibiyo Taka Ngwane. The National Industrial Development Corpora- 
tion (NIDCS) will assist in leasing factory premises. A spokesman for 

Tibiyo said the operation may start within the next two months. He said all 
the equipment was already in the country awaiting installation. Tibiyo will 
be in a 50 per cent partnership with the Korean firm. [Text] [Mbabane THE 


TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 17 Mar 83 p 1] 


MAIZE CROP DROP--Swaziland's maize crop has this year slumped by a staggering 
70 per cent below the normal harvest figure. This has been revealed by the 
Minister for Agriculture and Co-operatives, Mr. A. K. Hlophe in a grim 
statement to Parliament. He said the country's harvest will be much less 
than 30,000 tonnes compared to the normal 100,000. The statement is to be 
discussed during the ministry's vote today. Mr. Hlophe blamed the current 
drought which is devastating crops and said rural farmers were the hardest 
hit. "Mahamba and Zombodze Rural Development Areas, which have had a good 
stand of maize, are now recorded as going to have a zero harvest," he said. 
"As a result of the severe drought which has hit the entire country, we have 
submitted a request to the World Food Programme and the EEC for food aid for 
a larger number of homesteads this year than last year.” A spokesman for 
the veterinary department in the ministry also told THE TIMES that more 
livestock were expected to die this year, than many other year on record. 
[as published] Cattle, the spokesman said, were expected to die in large 
numbers between June and August. Last year, drought killed 23,096 cattle. 
"The crucial times will be July and August when there will be no grass and 
water for the cattle, especially in the Lowveld areas like Lavumisa and 
Hluti where the rivers are dry," he said. The spokesman added that sheep 
and goats will be affected less because they are able to live off poorer 
pasture. "They will be affected but not as badly as the cattle," he 

pointed out. [Text] [Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 16 Mar 83 


p 1) 
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SENSITIVE NEWS WARNINGS--The prime minister, Chief Bhekimpi, has warned the 
Swaziland Broadcasting Service [SBS] Advisory Board to be aware of sensitive 
stories that might cause divisions in the country, the Director for SBS, 

Mr Joe Vilakazi, said yesterday. Mr Vilakazi, who is the secretary of the 
SBS Advisory Board, was briefing the press yesterday afternoon after a 
meeting the board had held with its outgoing chairman, Chief Bhekimpi. 

Mr Vilakazi said Chief Bhekimpi put the example of the Jehova Witnesses’ 
case in which that sect claimed to have been persecuted by the authorities 
of this country when in fact it failed to respect some certain laws of the 
land. He said the prime minister explained that Swazi laws respect everyone 
in this country irrespective of colovr, race or creed and in turn «¢ «pected 
all residents to respect the country's laws. "Chief Bhekimpi said despite 
all this respect of one another, there were certain laws of this country 
that were above everyone. Some of the Jehova Witnesses felt oppressed by 
these laws and failed to sit down and talk the matter over with the authori- 
ties. Instead they decided to express their feelings somewhere outside 

this country.” [Text] [MB210925 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER in English 

21 Apr 83 p 1] 


CSO: 3400/1243 
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MALIMA MAKES CLOSING ADDRESS AT SYMPOSIUM ON MARXISM IN AFRICA 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 


[Excerpt] 


CSO: 


-by.--capitalism’ and: -im - 


MARXISM is an. in- 
dispensable instrument by 
which the oppressed can suc- 
cessfully assert their power 
over the oppressors, the 
Minister of State for Planning 
and Economic ‘Affairs, 
Professor Kighoma Malima, 
has said. 

Ndugu Malima said at the 
closing of a iwoday sym- 
posium on ‘Marxism in 
Africa” Marxist ideology has 


had profound impact on 


mankind over the. last cen- 


perialiam ”. See 
“In the course of time, 
more and more countries have 
had political power seized by 
groups and parties which have 
drawn more than intellectual 
inspiration from Marxism”, 
he pointed out. » , 
said Marxism was “s 
formidable ally’ of. socialist 
struggles, adding that those 
attempting to build socialist, 
just and egalitarian societies 
could only fail to take into 
account such lessons at “their 
own peril”. LIN 
“Just like Socialism is part 
of history's inexorable course, 


3400/1079 





12 Mar 83 p 3 


so is Marxism to Socialism..... 
Whether one likes it or not, 
only Socialism has conquered 
hunger, turned slaves into 
men and ms ie enormo $ 
material benefits to workers 
and peasants in an extremely 
short time”, he said. 

He said the problems often 
associated with Socialism by 
capitalist “apologists were the 
result of its successes. 

Ndugu Malima cautioned, 
however, that creation of a 
socialist order would not 
come as riain sailing. “Those 
who embark on this route 
have to accept the fact that 
their age-old predators will 
try every trick to sidetract 
them trom their cherished ob- 
=: he said. 

symposium organised 
by the Dar es Salaam Univer- 
sity’s Institute of Develop- 
ment Studies (IDS) was at- 
tended by participants from 
local academic institutions 
and universitites ‘in Uganda, 
Zimbabwe and Mozambique. 
Some 17 papers on the 
historical aspects of Marxism 
and the position of the 
ideology in Africa were 


discussed. 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTER PRAISES CUBAN RELATIONS 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 15 Mar 83 p l 


[Excerpt ] 


TANZANIA has commended 
Cuba for her commitment to 


expand and strengthen relations 
between the two countries. - 
Tanzania’s Minister for 


Foreign Affairs, Ndugu Salim 
Ahmed Salim said in Dar es 
Salaam last night that the two 
countries would continue in their 
firm resolve to develop and 
strengthen the relations. _ 

N Salim was speaking at ¢ 
dinner hosted at the Ki jarc 
Hotel to bid farewell to the 
outgoing Cuban Ambassador to 
Tanzania, Ndugu Oscar 
Fernandez Padilla who returns 
home after two-and-a-half years 
work in the country. 

“Our two countries remain 
joined in our firm resolve to 
develop and strengthen these 
relations and _ oneither the 
thousands of miles that separate 
us, nor the language barrier 
between us, can stop us from 
achieving that goal,” Ndugu 

He said that Cuba and 
Tanzania shared similar views on 
many international and regional 
issues. These views, he added, 
were further enhanced by 
constant consultations 
diplomatic channels, visits 
Party and Government leaders 
and consulttions between the 
countnes Gd. iegations 2: various 
international fora. 
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_ Ndugu Salim commended 
Cuba for her great political will 
to assist other developin 


is greatly ired by Cuba’s role 
in maintaining a spirit of 
solidarity among the countries. 
Provision of medical 
personnel to Tanzania to supple- 
ment the country’s efforts in the 
sector, goo | icuitural 


centre for livestock development 
were only a few areas “in which 


we have received Cuban: 


assistance ,”” Ndugu Salim said. 
On _ the economic 
situation, he said that Tanzania, 
like many other developing 
countries, would continue to 
suffer from the adverse effects of 
the current __international 
economic situation. 
duct said that “the current 
eloping countries’ payments 
situation which now thea ten the 
entire world financial system 
have helped to strengthen “our 
argument that the creation of a 
more just economic system is 
more than a moral question.” 
Ndugu Salim commended 
Cuba's role — diplomatic, moral 
and material — in the struggle 


for independence of southern 
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CONSTRUCTION FIRMS OPEN BIDDING FOR TANESCO POWER PROJECT 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 16 Mar 83 p l 


[Article by Attilio Tagalile] 


[Excerpt] 


project come 
Finland, India, ons the 
Federal Republic of Germany, 
the Nertherlands, 
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. Briefing after 


opening ceremony. a “a 


transmission lines would be bul 
from Masasi through Newala to 
Nachingwea. 

He said the transmission lines 
with 33 KV and 11 KV power 


11D and 152 Lilometres tong. 


He said the or agi sector of the 
project would involve 
distribution of power in Masasi 
and Nachingwea townships. 

The o said the whole 
financed by the 
African ox ti ank 
(ADB) and Tanzania, would 
take about three years to be 
completed. 

He however said construction 
of transmission and distribution 
lines network would be carried 
out by TANESCO. 

He explained that selection of 
the firm to undertake the project 
would be based on a number of 
factors including Cosi 
quotations, specifications and 
proven experience on such 


projects. 
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TANZANIA 


NATION, MOZAMBIQUE SIGN ANNUAL TRADE PROTOCOL, BANKING PACT 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 16 Mar 83 p l 


[Article by Emma Faraji] 


[Excerpt ] 


TANZANIA and Mozambique 

have added five new products in 

= wget trade protocol for 

t ar. signed a banking 
ye 

the two 


an ite five products pg 
its an tables, um, 
aes oe stainless steel 
tableware, alarm and wall clocks 
— are contained in 


agreement on the 1983 annual , 
trade protocol signed in Dares . 


Salaam yesterday. 
The 


by the ty Governor of the 
Bank of 


anzania, N Bob 
Makani and the po on 


Governor of the Bank of 
Mozambique, Nd Prakash 
Ratilal. No de of the 
agreement were disclosed. 

The agreement on the annual 
trade protocol was si by the 
Minister for Trade, Ndugu 

CSO: 3400/1079 


the | 


Mustafa Nyang’anyi and N 
Ratial 8 dugu 


“The annual trade protocol 
contains the essential list of items 


batteries. 

Be a mtg ie es 
to Mozambique 

hy cocoa beans, 

tfruits and 


sand “Saas aoa 
and sheets, stainless steel and 


export to Tanzania cement, 
pI “ol len “a 
chimneys, motor _ vehicle 
batteries, tyres and_ tubes, 
Se ig Coe 
sui materi 
and and wall clocks 
Yesterday’s trade 
further stipulated t the 
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Ruvuma Free Trade Area 
(RFTA) would become 


operational by next January. 
The RETA en nt 
reached by the two countries in 


er 1982 intends to 
vely reduce and 


progressi 
eventually eliminate customs 


tariffs on imports from either of 
the two countries. 

The coming into effect ha the 
agreement is expected to 
develop and increase the a Pow 
of trade between the two 
countries. 

The agreements signed 
yesterday were the culmination 
of week-long talks between trade 
Officials of the two countries 
where the 1982 trade protocol 
was reviewed and the proposals 
on common export and import 
Strategies discussed. 
_ The common export policy 
includes tea, sisal uts 
and timber and the common 
import strategy includes 

armaceutical ucts, 
— chemicals and crude 





TIPER CCM BRANCH MEMBERS BRIEF SOKOINE ON PLANT'S PROBLEMS 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 16 Mar 83 p 3 


[Article by Mkumbwa Ally] 


{Excerpt ] 


FREQUENT shutdowns at. 


the Tanzanian and Italian 


Petroleum Refining Company 


(TIPER) have been cited as 
responsible for the refinery’s 
failure to meet its processing 


Tiper CCM Branch 
members said this in Dar és 
Salaam yesterday when 
briefed Prime Minister : 
ward Sokoine on Party ac- 
tivities at the plant. 

Party Branch Secretary 
Henry Mbogo, reading a 
report said: “Tiper fails to 
meet its processing target 
because of frequent shut- 
downs caused by shortage of 
crude oil.” 

Ndugu further said in 
some cases were detained 
in the outer enchorage for long &p- 
parently because they called at 
the port ahead of schedule. 

The Party Branch also alleged 
that some amount of refined oil, 
which it did not quantify, 
“vanished” in transactions bet- 
ween the refinery and marketing 
comipanies — Total, Agip, BP, 
Caltex and Esso — further 
alleging that the Tanzania 
Development Corporation (TPDC) 
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showed little concern over the 
matter. 

They made a number of other 
allegations for which Ndugu 
Sokoine promised to appoint a 
committee to investigate them and 


where proven, appropriate acti 
would be taken. ‘ai 


The Prime Minister told the 
Party Branch members that 
Italian co-operation in 
establishing the company was 
highly commendabie and hoped 
that contradictions exposed in the 
report were between individuals. 

Ndugu Sokdine said the refinery 
was of vital importance to the 


national economy and that few 


developing countries’ had such in- 
vestment. 

“This is the heart of: our 
ecénomy... The development of 
major sectors is heavily dependent 
on Fe products”, he stressed. 

e pledged immediate action to 
solve transport and security 
problems at the company. 

Earlier, TIPER Managing 
Director Viero Cogaigni told the 
PM that the refinery had a 
capacity to process 750,000 metric 


tonnes of crude oil annually which - 


was 65 per cent of the country’s 
demand. 

The deficit was bridged by 
refined products directly imported 
» ae marketing companies, he 
said. 
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KAWAWA URGES LEADERS TO BE IN FOREFRONT OF WAR AGAINST CORRUPTION 





Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 17 Mar 83 p l 


[Excerpt] 


THE CCM Secretary ‘General, 


Ndugu Rashid Kawawa, has 
called on Party and government 
leaders in the country t6 exercise 
caution in distributing essential 
commodities to the: people, 


Shihatahasreported. 
ere Ca. rally + at 
Mpigamiti Village, 40 kilometres 


from Liwale, in Lindi Region 
yesterday. Ndu Kawawa 


urged Party an | nother nt 
leaders to be in the forefront in « 
the war against racketeering, - 


corruption and injustice. 

Ndugu Kawawa noted that the 
leaders should be very careful in 
distributing the few ‘ essential 
commodities produced by 
industries in the country. 

He said it was unfortunate that 
some leaders regarded the 
present shortages of essential 
commodities as a __ blessing, 
noting that this afforded them 
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the opportunity to exploit while 
at the same time waging a war 
against socialist reconstruction. 

_ He reminded the villagers that 
it was imperative fot one to 
realise that for the ordinary man 
in the street the non-availability 


of sugar, kerosene, toilet and 


washing soap and salt was 


‘tantamount to returning such a 
man to the past. * 


Ndugu’ Kawawa warmed that 
the Party knew all leaders who 


.engaged in such vices, noting 


that the new CCM Governinent 
will deal with them mercilessly. 
He said the solution to our 


‘economic problems lay in hard 
‘work. He called on Tanzanians 


to work hard on the lahd which 
he said was the only source for 
getting foreign exchange 
through the export. of 
agricultural products. 
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TANZANIA 


MEETING TO DISCUSS PROBLEMS AFFECTING TWO REGIONS’ COTTON OUTPUT 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 18 Mar 83 p l 


[Excerpt } THE government will provide 


SO: 


24,297.576/- tor the rehabilita- 
tion of feeder roads in Mwanza 
Region, it has been revealed. 


hihata reports that rd 
‘Regional Deve 
Director, Ndugu 
Shelukindo, told the Reponal 


Development Committee 
ing that the money was appr 
by President Nyerere at a 
meeting with government 
= ~— Mwanza and 

nyanga Region 
also attended by officials of the 
Ministry of lture, Bank of 
Tanzania Tanzania Cotton 
Authority (TCA). 

The meeting was convened to 
discuss lems 
cotton production 
transportation in the 


r 
"Koage Shelukindo said that 
1,603 kilometres of roads in all 
the six districts in the region 
would be improved to ease 
cotton tramsportation tn next 
season. 

Apart from road rehabilita- 
tion, the money will be spent on 
the construction of culverts and 
small bri where 
along the c n roads. he said. 

He informed the committee 
that the President also ordered 
that about one million shillings 
earmarked for the _ regional 
development fund should also be 


two 
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which was | 


‘used for the maintenance of 
feeder roads. 

The director also said that the 
feeder roads would _ be built 


under the supervision of village 


chairmen and that asants 
. would undertake the job and be 
paid an amount of money to be 


agreed co. by the village 
and the regional 
aa. 


Ndugu Shelukindo urged the 
committee members to inform 


the responsibility of each villa 

government to ensure Aig 
- roads were built. Work on the 
roads would have to start 


Regional Commissioner 
Daniel Machemba told the 
meeting that the TCA would be 
hee with more vehicle for 

ting cotton and 
deurbaaen of money to buying 
centres. 

A report on cottén purchases 
issued members "a the 
Regions Development Com- 
mittee showed that 6,272,198.5 
kilos. of cotton are yet to be 
er eel to ginneries from 


Vv 

It Soler showed that the 
Tanzania Cotton Authorit 
(TCA) had bought 44,940,32 
kilos of the crop and that 
38,678,135.5. kilos had been 
transported.to 


* immediately. 
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e this to collect all 
cotton transport it. to 
genneries. 

Most of the cotton is in Mwaya 
and cotton growing 
zones in District where 


(TCA) ; 
Morogoro, other setbacks which 

affected the collection were 
insufficient lorries some of which 
were sent late to rhe aaa areas, 


lack of 
The TCA beat hye 


onan had forwarded an extra 
ee taillion shillings to 

Orogoro to purchase cotton 
from. # the 
operation. That was in addition 
to 30.5m/- originally sent for 
cotton "i daa 1982/83 











TANESCO TO GET THREE GENERATORS FROM FINNISH FIRM 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 18 Mar 83 p l 


[Text ] 


CSo: 


3400/1079 


THE Tanzania Electric Sup- 
will get the electricity 
will ge ree electricit 


generators from a 
Pag eect ag Fee firm, Wartsila, 


in December this year under 
an agreement signed in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday. 

The agreement also covers 
supply of spare parts for Fin- 
nish —— enerators imported 

nland and retraining 
of of TANESCO engineers man- 
ning them. i 


According to a TANESCO 
spokesman, two of the 
machines with the capacity to 
generate 640° kilowatts each 
would be posted to a new 
power station under con- 
struction in Songea. 
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‘Finnish 


* The third machine with the 
for 470 kilowatts 


aaa te installed in Lindi, 


he said. The contract with 
Wartsila will cost 20 million 
shillings granted to Tanzanic 
by Finland through the 
International 
Development Authority 
(FINIDA) early last year. 


The agreement yesterday 
was signed between~ Wartsila 
Deputy Director, Ndugu Lars 
Siren and the TANESCO 
Managing Director, 
Salvatory Mosha. 

Accordin to the 
gene ANESCO has so 

rted 51 generators 

fom the Finnish company, 
the of which was in- 
vealed i in the country in 1974. 


Ndugu © 
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TANZANIA 


UGANDA TO PROVIDE ELECTRIC POWER TO KAGERA REGION 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 15 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] Kagera Region will in the future get electricity from Uganda fol- 
lowing an agreement between Tanzania and Uganda. 


The Uganda Electric Board (UEB), is making feasibility studies on the imple- 
mentation of the project. 


The Principal Secretary in the Ministry of Water and Energy, Ndugu Athman 
Janguo, confirmed in Dar es Salaam that when the project becomes operational, 
Kagera Region would get 15 megawatts from Uganda's Owen Falls Dam. 


Ndugu Janguo said that the move to obtain power from Uganda was only a 
short term one and that it would not interfere with the Kagera Basin 
Development programme which also intends to be a2 source of electricity to 


Kagera Region. 


He said when UEB completed the studies, the two governments would meet to 
discuss the financing of the project. 


The Tanzania Electric Supply Company (TANESCO) intends to install two new 
generators in Bukoba town before the end of this year. 


TANESCO Managing Director Saivatory Mosha said recently that the two new 
generators, with a total capacity of 1.2 megawatts, would bring total power 
capacity to 2.2 megawatts which he said "is quite adequate to meet power 


needs in Bukoba town." 
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BRIEFS 


CANADIAN POLICE FORCE DEVELOPMENT--Training within the Tanzanian Police 
Force should be concentrated in its lower ranks, a two-man delegation 

from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police said in Dar es Salaam yesterday. 

Mr. Dave Pearce and Mr. Gil Yard were talking to senior police officers 
after a one-month tour of various police training institutions in the coun- 
try. Mr. Pearce said that they had found out that 65-70 per cent of the 
training programme in the Force was concentrated to officers from the rank of 
inspector upwards. "It is the lower ranks who should have more training 
since they have almost constant contact with the public and they bear the 
brunt of public discontent,” he said. They presented the Tanzania Police 
Force with a ten-year development programme which is based on organization, 
policy, instructor development and equipment. The visit comes after Canadian 
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau's visit in 1981 in which he pledged to help the 
Tanzania Police Force improve its efficiency. [Adam Lusekero] [Text] 

[Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 15 Mar 83 p 1] 


ZANZIBAR ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS--The Chairman of the Zanzibar Revolu- 
tionary Council, Ndugu Aboud Jumbe, has appointed Ndugu Ali Ameir Director of 
Planning and Administration in the Ministry of Water, Energy and Natural 
Resources. Quoting a statement issued by the State House in Zanzibar yester- 
day, SHIHATA reported that Ndugu Jumbe also appointed five regional adminis- 
trative officers and nine district administrative officers. The appoint- 
ments take immediate effect. Ndugu Mkadam Juma Nasibu is now Regional 
Administrative Officer for Zanzibar West Region while Saleh Fatawi Issa 
assumes a similar position in the Zanzibar North Region. Others are Ndugu 
Omar Mselem (Zanzibar South), Mossi Jecha Pili (Pemba North) and Abdallah 
Mohammed (Pemba South). District administrative officers are Ndugu Bilali 
Ghalibu Bilali (Urban), Jina Hatibu Haji (West), Hilali Mfaume Ali (Zanzibar 
North A) and Suleiman Kutenga (Zanzibar North B). Others are Hamis Kombo 
(Zanzibar South), Saleh Abib (Wete), Shomari Juma (Micheweni), Bakari Mwinyi 
Mussa (Chake Chake) and Mohammed Haji Ameir (Mkoani). [Text] [Dar es 
Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 16 Mar 83 p 1] 


MMTC RECEIVES FINANCIAL AID--The Mang'ula Mechanical and Machine Tools 
Company (MMTC) in Morogoro Region has received 7.9 million shillings in 

aid to off-set production problems facing the factory. A company spokesman 
told SHIHATI in Morogoro yesterday that the financial aid had been given by 
the Chinese Government (4.5m/-), the Danish International Development Agency-- 
DANIDA (2.1m/-) and the Swedish International Development Authority--SIDA 
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(1.3m/-) which will be used for the purchase of raw materials. Apart from 
problems of raw materials, the MMTC had been faced with market problems for 
machines and spare parts manufactured by the factory. [Excerpt] [Dar 

es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 17 Mer 83 p 3] 


OIL PRICE DECLINE--The newly-announced oil prices are a weicome relief on 
Tanzania's oil import bill, although it is too early to say by how much, 

the Principal Secretary in the Ministry of Water and Energy, Ndugu Athumani 
Janguo, has said. He was commenting yesterday on the move by the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) to cut the price of crude oil 
by five dollars (about 45/-) a barrel. Ndugu Janguo, speaking to the DAILY 
NEWS in Dar es Salaam, cautioned that Tanzania was an oil importing country 
which had no control on the market. "The falling oil prices would certainly 
be a relief to us although that would also depend on the volume of importa- 
tion", he pointed out. He observed that oil prices had been on the upswing 
for sometime, bringing pressure on oil importing poor economies. "The fall 
in prices is certainly an advantage to use", he said. At present, Tanzania 
spends about 60 per cent of her foreign exchange earnings in importing oil, 
leaving the remaining 40 per cent for servicing other essential imports 

such as pharmaceuticals, agricultural machinery and inputs, spare parts and 
raw materials for industries. [Attilio Tagalile] [Excerpt] [Dar es Salaam 
DAILY NEWS in English 17 Mar 83 p 1] 





EDITORS RAP BAKITA--Rural press editors have said the National Kiswahili 
Council (Bakita) was responsible for the "indiscriminate" importation and 
formation of new words, arguing that many words were coined without taking 
into account the cultural, traditional and environmental circumstances and 
values of the people. The editors, who were attending an annual workshop, 
have also described Bakita's programmes as "too ambitious" to benefit the 
majority of people in the rural areas. They said the rural people were 
finding it difficult to keep pace with Bakita's diversification programme, 
which they said was in the interest of the elite and urban dwellers. Dis- 
cussing a paper on "Languages Usage" presented by a representative from the 
Tanzania Information Services (TIS) at the weekend, the editors said the 
language used and recommended by Bakita was not in the frame of reference 
of the rural people because it was sophisticated. They said it was impor- 
tant for Bakita to do adequate research on the words so that the findings 
could also benefit new literates in the rural areas. [Anthony Ngaiza] 
[Excerpt] [Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 14 Mar 83 p 3] 
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UGANDA 


BOTH LOSSES, GAINS OF OPPOSITION REPORTED 


London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL in English No 7, 30 Mar 83 p 8 
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NRM, while Museveni, who once called himself a Marxist, now 


Katatumba comes from 
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UGANDA 


BRIEFS 


MP ARRESTED FOR TREASON--A D.P. Member of Parliament for Iganga Central 
Constituency, Yoweri Kyesimira, 47, appeared in a Kampala court yesterday 
charged with treason. He appeared before the Chief Magistrate, Mr John 
Obwangamoi. The first count against Kyesimira alleged that he and others not 
before the court, during the months of June, 1982 at Nalubogo forest in Moigi 
Dist1 ct, levied war against the Republic of Uganda. An alternative count al- 
leged that the accused, during the months of June, 1982, and thereafter, know- 
ing that a group of armed men commanded by Andrew Kayiira intended to commit 
treason, did not give’ information to the Minister, an administrative officer, 
a magistrate or an officer in charge of a police station. The third count 
alleged that Kyeimira and others not before the court, on July 17, 1982, at 
Kisamula forest in Mityana District, levied war against the Republic of Ugan- 
da. It was further alleged that the accused on July 17, 1982 and thereafter, 
knowing that a group of armed men commanded by Andrew Kayiira intended to 
commit treason, did not give information to the Minister, administrative of- 
ficer, a magistrate or an officer in charge of a police station. D/SP Egesa 
prosecuted, while Mr Mulenga defended the accused. The Chief Magis-rate, 
however, warned the accused that the charge carries a death sentence on con- 
viction. The accused did not enter any plea and was remanded in custody until 
March 28th, [text] [Kampala UGANDA TIMES in English 15 Mar 83 p 1] 


LOAN FOR SUGAR COMPANY--THE International Finance Corporation (IFC) has agreed 
to give a loan of 8m U.S. dollars to the Sugar Corporation of Uganda, Lugazi, 
for general rehabilitation of the sugar complex. This was disclosed to the 
Uganda Times yesterday by the Mehta Group Financial Director, Professor Bhagi- 
wati Gordhandas Shah, in an exclusive interview at the corporation's offices 
in Kampala. The complete rehabilitation of the sugar plant and the planta- 
tions at Lugazi is expected to be achieved by the first half of 1985. Sugar 
production will, then be expected to have been restored to the pre-1972 level 
of between 55,000 and 60,000 tons of mill while sugar annually, Prof Shah told 
the Times. Professor Shah also said that the IFC loan was the first of its 
kind to be extende to a joint venture in Uganda, purely on the basis of its 
technical and finaiacial viability, without requiring government guarantees. 
The negotiations for the loan were successfully concluded early this month 
between officials of the Mehta Group and an IFC team led by the Director for 
East and Central African Region, Mr Ali Zai, which visited the Lugazi Sugar 
plant. Prof Shah said that the production of sugar at Lugazi was mainly 
hampered by the corporation's sugar mill, which is very old and has become 
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very unreliable. He said the loan would be used to overhaul the mill and to 
purchase other necessary equipment. The Sugar Corporation of Uganda, Lugazi, 
has received previous loans from the government of India, the African Develop- 
ment Bank ADB and the International Development Association (IDA) for rehabil- 
itation. Prof Shah said the corporation has achieved satisfactory progress 
with the work on the plantations. [G. Kawule] [Text] [Kampala UGANDA TIMES in 
English 15 Mar 83 p 1] 


RICE FROM JAPAN--TOKYO, Friday--JAPAN will give 571 million yen (2.4 million 
dollars) worth of rice and 200 million yen (840 000 dollars) in grant aid to 
Uganda to help boost food production. The Foreign Ministry announced today. 
Notes to this effect were exchanged today between representatives of the two 
governments in Tokyo, it said. [Text] [Kampala SUNDAY TIMES in English 20 Mar 


83 p 1] 


SSESE ISLAND BUS SERVICE--A daily bus service will begin operating on Ssese 
Islands soon. This was revealed by Vice-President Paulo Muwanga at a mammoth 
rally he addressed yesterday at Kalangala sub-district headquarters on Ssese 
Islands. He observed that the people on the Islands were very much out of 
touch with the mainland due to the lack of transport. He said the daily bus 
will ply between Masaka Town and the Island through Bukakata Ferry. To facil- 
itate the smooth running of the bus service it has been decided that passen- 
gers should pay a minimal fee for the Ferry to meet the costs of fuel and 
servicing. The Vice-President directed repairs on the Islands' major roads to 
Start with immediate effect. [Excerpt] [Kampala SUNDAY TIMES in English 20 


Mar 83 p 1] 
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ZAMBIA 


YUGOSLAV COMPANY BLAMED FOR ZECCO COLLAPSE 


Lusaka SUNDAY TIMES in English 3 Apr 83 pl 


[Text] THE Yugoslav company Energoprojekt has been blamec for the collapse of 
Zambia Engineering and Construction (Zecco), a situation report on Zecco has 
said. 


The report suggests that negotiations be held to urge Energoprojekt to write 
off its claim of K4.9 million from Zecco since it bears the moral blame for 


the state of affairs in the company. 


The report was prepared by the office of the financial controller at Zambia 
National Holdings to "highlight in complete perspective the problems of the 
company and their cause." 


Zecco was incorporated under a technical agreement between Energoprojekt and 
National Holdings. Under the agreement, management of the company wernt to the 


Yugoslavia firm. 


The report notes that Zecco's present position was not caused by any sudden 
business catastrophe such as a slump in construction activity, but to a conm- 
bination of factors which could have been controlled. 


The report speaks harshly of Energoprojekt's management of the company saying 
operations were not managed professionally. 


"There was complete lack of planning, coordination and control. The opera- 
tions were carried out on an ad hoc basis as against achievement of planned 


targets." 


Energoproject brought in a number of Yugoslavs to manage various activities of 
the company under the technical agreement. 


"The cost of the agreement was far higher compared to any other management 
contract or engagement of expatriate labour by contract. The cost impact on 


Zecco was immense." 


The quality of management staff was "mediocre in general" and financial 
management was virtually nonexistent. 
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Even basic book-keeping functions were poor as no system worth the name 
existed. 


"In a free-for-all situation where there was no system, records and control, 
the exploitation of the company by various parties like staff, debtors and 
creditors could very well be imagined." 


The average cost of each Yugoslav to the company was K64,000 last year and 
K2,738,000 was the total cost of the 22 Yugoslavs with the company during 


1982. 
Over-staffed 


Zecco':, manpower strength appeared to have been determined "crystal-ball gaz- 
ing" and every department was over staffed. 


At one point there were 142 employees in personnel and 42 others in the ac- 
counts department which could not even keep its books properly. 


The company's organisational structure defied all the theories in organisa- 
tion. There were two personnel managers: One to deal with Yugoslavs and the 
other to deal with Zambians. 


A recent study of technical advisors on Zecco reveals glaring weaknesses on 
tendering, buying, accounting, site supervision and management. 


CSO: 3400/1210 


118 














ZAMBIA 


PRIME MINISTER MUNDIA WARNS ALIENS ENTERING COUNTRY ILLEGALLY 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 1 Apr 83 p 1 
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CHITUNDA CLARIFIES SCHOLARSHIP OFFERS, DISTRIBUTION 


Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English l Apr 83 p 5 


[Text] “THE BURSARIES “Concamittee= 
has denied receiving Danish - 
scholarship offers and said it: 
does not have any unused - 
scholarships as alleged by 
some members of the public. 

Secretary to the Bursaries | 
Committee, Mr Wellington | 
Chitundu said yesterday that 
his committee has so far rece- . 
ived scholarships from India, 
the Soviet Union, Poland, Bul- 


and in neighbouring countries ° 
made by Danish charge - 
d'affaires to Zambia, Mr Finn | 
Christuffersen and some. 
members of the public who ; 
have demanded that they be- 
given these scholarships. ; 

Mr Christofferssen said 


K20,000 to Zambia every 


CSO: 3400/1210 
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‘coumliry’ and ‘neighbouring 
cu untr 1es. 


Mr Chitundu said all the. 


‘scholarships so far received 


have been advertised and 


other scholarships are expe- 


sted from several friendly: 


countries with whom Zambia 
has signed agreemenis. 


“if Danish scholarships 
come to us we shall definitely . 


utilize them."* he added. | 


Mr Chitundu said the c-. 


mmittee has an obligation to 
see that all scholarships offe- 
red are processed adding that 
scholarships are not awarded 
on Pequest as some members. 
of the public had said but are. 
competed for and given on’ 
merit. 

He cleared the air on the 
processing. of bursaries by 
saying that not all of them. 
are sent to the Bursaries 
Committee but others are di- 
stributed to government mini- 
stries or departments and the 
directorate of Manpower De- 
velopment and Training. 





ZAMBIA 














FINNISH GOVERNMENT PROVIDING TRUCKS FOR DISTRICT COUNCILS 


Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 31 Mar 83 p 7 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE FINNISH go- 


vernment is to provi- 
de 55 trucks to the 
Zambian governme- 
nt to be used by 
district councils du- 
ring the 1983-84 
period. 

This was said in 
Lugaka yesterday by 
the first secretary at 
the Finnish Emba- 
ssy, Mr Timo Ore- 
nius. 

He said that the 


-trucks would be in, 
‘addition to the 188: 


agreed upon for the 
1978-83 period. The 
Finnish government 
will spend over K11 
million for the total 
243 trucks. 

The trucks from 
Finland are aimed 
at alleviating the 
transportation prob- 
lems facing the dis- 
trict councils at the 
moment, he said. 


3400/1153 


Mr. Orenius exp- 
lained that his gove- 
rnment had in the 
early seventies ag- 
reed to provide a to- 
tal of 255 Sisu tru- 


cks to the defunct — 


National Transport 
Corporation (NTC), 
Provincial Local Go- 
vernment Administ- 
ration Division and 
other government 


departments. 

He said that his guvern- 
ment has so far delivered 
most of the vehicles adding 
that he did not anticipate 
problems in the delivery 
of the remaining consign- 
ments. :- . 

There are at the moment 


| 255 Sisu trucks in Zambia 


of which the first consign- 
ment was delivered in 1974- 
7S w the National. Trans- 


partment (MSD), he said. 

‘These purchases were 
financed through the Fi- 
nnish Development Credit 
Scheme. After that all Sisu- 
trucks have been delive- 
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He pointed out that after 
the supply of the vehicles 
each council will be able 
to have two Sisu trucks 
each. 


The trucks have been 
manufactured by a Finnish 
company called SISU- 
AUTOT, which has appoin- 
ted BMS Engineering Li- 
mited in Zambia to be 
its sole agents. ; 

It is planned that in 


- future BMS _ Engineering 


would take care of the 
servicing, spare parts sa- 
les and the importation of 
Sisu trucks, Mr Orenius 
said. 

“Up to now the major 
part of spare parts have 
been delivered to and sto- 
red by the Provincial Lo- 
cal Government Adminis- 
tration Department. The 
district councils have then 
collected the necessary 
spare parts from the Lu- 
saka Council stores and the 
actual service has been 
done in different work- 
shups around the country," 
he said. 

At the weekend, Prime 
Minister, Mr Nalumino 
Mundia received 27 Sisu 
trucks at BMS Engineering 
premises in Lusaka. The 


.vehicles were presented 


by the Finnish Ambassa- 
dor to Zambia, Mr Erik 
Heliquist. 
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Details of Nundwe's Report 


tinue to be dogged © 
by scandalous 
financial transac- 
tions in which some 


executives at times 


connive with out- 
siders to swindle the 
companies out of 
thousands of 


Kwacha. 
In a report on the ac- 





counts of parastatal 


bodies for 1981, Auditor- . 


General Mr Stubbs 
Nundwe is perturbed by 
Government failure to 
act on scandals which 
had previously been ex- 


Matters raised by the Parlia- 
mentary Select Committee on 
Parastatals on which the Gov- 
ernment has either partial 
acted or has not dealt wi 
include the scandal in which 
the Zambia National Commer- 
cial Bank wrote off a K5.7 
million debt which now has to 
be recovered. 

The issue about the provi- 
sion for doubtful debts by 
Zambia Railways which stood 
at K2 million in 1978 has been 


_ = ene eee & 





duced 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 29 Mar 83 p 2 


iText] P ARASTATAL 
Organisations con-— 


‘Settled. 


Mr Nundwe is concerned at 


the slow progress tue Govern- | 


ment is making on other 
financial irregularities raised in 
previous reports. 

The latest report, like previ- 
Ous ones, not only ca 
irregularities but highlights the 


failure by some companies to 


comply with the Companies 


- Act as well. 


Namboard has been listed as 


been put at K109,033,000 by 
K49 938,000 Bs Sed end- 
year 

ed December 31, 1979. 

“The accounts also rere 
that Namboard has been oper- 
ating on overdgafts and that 
although the overdraft was 
to K4,007,000 at 
December 31, 1980 from 
K21,993 ,000 at December 31, 
1979 it is clear, taking into 
account trading losses, that the 
mp hd of Namboard has not 


"Oa foam | in the firm, the 


mualls unos section, 
in collusion with a Lusaka- 
based firm, manipulated rec- 
ag issued pe 
purporting that the 
firm had supplied goods when 
this was not so. 
Three members of staff who 


left without paying K 10,327 as 
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ZAMB IA 


AUDT1OR NOTES CONTINUING FINANCIAL SCANDALS IN PARASTATALS 


loans for the vehicles. 

In another case, out’ of 
K622,564 advanced to mem- 
bers of staff in form of car and 
furniture loans, K1$4,796 is 
due from people who are no 
longer with the board. 

The report notes Nam- 
board’s malpractices in ry 
ing surplus cotton 
the country and maize poet 
to Angola in 1979. 

The Cold Storage Board of 
Zambia is keeping animals be- 


longing to Party and Govern- 
ment leaders at the expense of 


the company. 
Among the animals the 
auditors found at the firm's . 
Fountains Farm were one 
pe to a senior Party 
ial, two to a Member of 
Parliament and five said to be 
there at the reauest of the 
police, but police denied this. 
During the first half of 1981. 
146 animals in Southern, 
Western and Central provin- 
ces were said to have either 
died or disappeared yet there 
was no evidence to support the 


Pr debts, it is reported that 
— totalli K39,072 
-rvenrtly By Member of Par- 
liament for one butchery were 
dishonoured by the bank. 

The chairman of the board, 
who is not entitled to any form 
of allowances when attending 
meetings in accordance with 
Government regulations, 
caused to be paid K1,692 
between 1978 and 1981. 




















He was i. 1ong officers ad- compliance with the provisions 
vanced with K6,632 to buy of the Companies Act is 
blankets from Livingstone rampant “among parastatal 
believed to have been bought organisations, many of which 
for resale. At the time of inves- have failed to submit annual 
tigations, K5,062 was still returns regularly as required 
outstanding. by the law. 

Zimco, with a Government **It was evident from the re- 
investment of K522 million as cords that many of them 


at March 31, 1962 has failed to 
pay any dividends to™ the 
Government since 1975 des- 
on the profits the company 

oo ‘over the past 


"Thien ade he Gane 
ment K30 million in arrears of 
interest on long-term loans as 
at December 31, 1981. 

The report notes that non- 


(parastatals) did not maintain 
up-to-date registers of direc- 
tors, secretaries, sharehold- 
ers, mortgages and charges. It 
is apparent therefore that the 
information available to the 
taxpayers at the office of the 

is incomplete and 
outdated and does not serve 
any useful purposes, ** says Mr 
Nundwe. 


Anti-Corruption Commission Should Be Used 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 29 Mar 83 p l 





[Editorial] 


[Text] HERE it is again, the Worse still, the mother Nundwe and his officers 
- same old sad story of body, Zimco is reported that he has year after 
scandalous business ‘“‘not to have paid any year, and from one 
transactions, mialprac- dividends to the Gov- 

tices, fraudulent ac- ernment since 1975 and 

counting, financial mis- that it owed K30 million 


management -— the list _—in arrears of interest on little result. 
is endless and almost as = iong-term loans as at He has always been very 
nauseating. : December 31, 1981’’. graphic in displaying 
It is the story told by the There are numerous other before an alarmed Zam- 
Auditor-General, Mr data of rampant irregu- bian public the lackadai- 
Stubbs Nundwe, in his. larities. For example 11 sical attitude of certain 
1981 reports on the ac- pages of the 23-page public servants towards 
counts, this time, of latest report on paras- public funds. His is an 
parastatal bodies and tatals are devoted to the onerous and unreward- 


reports 

ly tabled in Parliament. 
Think of it that a yu 
respected e 
the Zambia State In- 
surance Corporation is 
mentioned very early in 
Mr Nundwe’s report on 
parastatals as being 
among four organisa- 
tions which flouted the 
provisions of the Public 
Audit Act of 1980! 





numerous sins of omis- 
sion and commission by 
Namboard. 


Mr Nundwe’s report on 


district councils (see 
Page 5) highlights the 


financial indiscipline 


--and. faulty accounting 


which is costing the na- 
tion large sums of 
money. There the story 


is exactly the same. 


It must be agonisingly 


frustrating for Mr 
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ing job. 


And yet his job is a consti- 


tutional one. As such it 
marks one of the free- 
doms Zambians enjoy. 
This is that people are 
told how the Govern- 
ment — and now paras- 
tatals and district coun- 
cils. — spend public 


money. 
Through Parliament, the 


Auditor-General has 
powers to publicise the 








CSO: 


shortcomings of Gov- 
ernment ministries,. 
councils and 


district 
handling 


formed through the an- 


‘ nual reports of the 


Auditor-General. 


And Mr Nundwe conti- 


3400/1153 


nues to do that frighten- 
ing job without fear or 
favour. He is a financial 
watchdog that merely 
barks but does not bite. 
He sends out the warn- 
ing signals. It is not for 
him to mete out punish- 
ment. He merely publi- 
cises the offences. 
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That is the 





rocedure. But 
lack of firm action on. 
his reports eventually 
erodes public con- 
fidence in the honesty of 
public officers. The Par- 
ty and its Government 
should uphold that con- 
fidence. 


In a Zambia hard pushed 


for foreign exchange, 
public money should 
not be used to subsidise 


the rich. The Anti- 
Corruption Commission 
should now be fully 
utilised to provide the 
bite which Mr Nundwe 
does not have. 
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WORKERS SAY GOVERNMENT REACTS SLOWLY TO WAGE INCREASE REQUESTS 


Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 30 Mar 83 p 5 
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ZAMBIA 


GOVERNMENT MAY WITHDRAW SUBSIDIES FROM FOOD COMMISSION 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 30 Mar 83 p l 


[Text] “THE Government ‘may withdraw subsidies from the 
National Food and Nutrition Commission because of 
eo ay financial i od Rnancial imegularkies and malpractices. 

General Mr Stubbs Nundwe. ~— 
report ote Anrtor Gener —_al 1977 and _— 
bodies for 1981 a BS 
uncovers 
Kooy he in an out-of-court 

previous Giciosases of ‘internal’ arrene 
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fl 
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again, reports the Auditor- ber. a. 
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ZAMBIA 
ADB LENDS FUNDS FOR WATER, SEWAGE SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT 
Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 31 Mar 83 p l 
[Text ] 
: oe Work had already started in all centres except 
THE Government will spend K31 million on Choma. 
improving water and sewage systems in six The Government had approached the ADB for 
district councils, permanent ee more funds for the Choma project because 
Provincia] and Local Government ini latest estimation were that KS.2 million 
ns ermine Sat ages would be needed to improve the water and 
were made a sewage system compared with the initial 
from the African Bank (ADB). K2.6 million allocated. 
Mr Mufana said Ndola district council The K18 million for Ndola would go a long way 
had been allocated K18 million of the loan. towards improving the city’s water situa- 
Kalomo and Choma district councils had been tion. 


K2.6 million esch, Monze K2.3 million, The ADB loan would be repaid over 40 years | 
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COPPERBELT FUEL CONTAMINATION RACKET UNCOVERED 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 31 Mar 83 p 5 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


A RACKET in which fuel transporters are mixing petrol 
with paraffin has been uncovered on the Copperbelt. 


This came to light in Ndola. 


yesterday when Cupperbeit 
Provincia] Political Secretary, 
Mr Picksun Chitambala met 
transporters of fuel, NOSCO 
officials and representatives 
from filling stations. 

Mr Chitambala, who called 
the meeting to discuss ways 


and means to end rackets in-. 


volving fuel which is sold on 
the black market particularly 
along the Ndola-Kabwe Road, 
said he was not happy with the 
way petrul was being contami- 

nated. 

Mr Chitambala said he was 
concerned with the -manner 
fueld, particularly Super was 
being mixed with paraffin and 
other fureign substances by 
unscrupulous fuel transporters 
to make up for the stolen qua- 
ntities which are sold on the 
black market. 

Mr Chitambala stressed that 
the matter called for urgent so- 
lution to end the racket becau- 
se if it is allowed to continue a 
kx of vehicles will be wrecked. 

The PPs explained that if 
one is driving along the Ndola- 
Kabwe Ruad where the fuei r2- 
cket is rife, he is greeted with 
alot of waving hand indicating 
that they have fuel hidden 
somewhere in the bush but 
wondered where — people 
obtain the fuel. 


3400/1153 


‘Mr Chitambala said the rac- 
ket was also common in border 
areas where fuel finds self in 
neighbouring countri 

He said already were 
complaining that as- 
sembled Fiats and other Mo- 
dels of vehicles were n0 good 
not realising that the cars were 
being wrecked by contamina- 
ted 


petrol. 

He said if the racket goes 
unchecked government insti- 
tutions and others such as the 
Zambia Consolidated Copper 
Mines (ZCCM), which import 
vehicles in large numbers will 


suffer great losses when their | 


vehicles are destroyed by con- 
taminated petrol. 

He also disclosed thaz he 
has been informed thar even 
tankers on the Zambia Rail- 
ways which carry fuel were be- 
ing tampered with. 

He called on fuel transpor- 
ters and suppliers to work out 
measures intended to eradica- 
te petrol racketeering. 


' He suggested that suppliers 
of fuel such as NOSCO should 
treat place where they store 
petrol as restricted areas and 
mo an unauthorised persons 
should be allowed in. 

But Mr Chitambala's sug- 
gestion that tankers carrying 
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petrol should not be allowed to 
move at night because it was 
at that time when racketeers 
steal petrol met some opposi- 
tion. Some of those attend- 
ing the meeting felt that such 4 
move cannot work because it 
would result in shortages of 
fuel in certain parts of the 
country. 

Another suggestion that 
transporters should have in- 
spectors who should check pe- 
trol tankers at various points 
was also blushed off by some 
who felt that it cannot work be- 
SS one ae be 


Ndola Urban district. gover- 
nor, Mr Alexander Kamalondo 


. who_also attended the meet- 


ing, called on the government 
to enact a law which should 
deem it an offence for any 
transporter or driver to conta- 
minate fuel by substituting the 
stolen quantity with other sub- 
stances. 

He said presently there was 
nv law under which people 
found with drums of petro! can 
be arrested nor was there a 
law forbidding drivers from 
parking anywhere. 














MINEX PUBLICATION NOTES NATIONWIDE SEARCH FOR GOLD 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 4 Apr 83 p 2 


[Text] 


CSO: 


“The search centres on‘ 
recent ‘placer and_paleo-: 
placer’’ occurences of 
hydrothermal gold and. 
the book says Minex is. 
re-assessing gold quartz 
near Lusaka whiie fields’ 
in Kaputa have been: 
‘‘identified as of definite 
interest”’ 
Among the firm’ s recent sac? 
Cesses was iy discovery of: 
ous semi-precious ; 
ae we amethyst in the 
Southern —— and the: 
‘*recognition” of the Kafubu 
emerald field, it says. 
“it was reported late last year 


that Zambia increased exports 
of gold during 1981 from 311 : 


kilns the year to 373 


ipt 
value metals. the — 
airfreighted. © “° 


3400/1210 
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comprehensive study of con- 
sumption and availability of 
industrial minerals in Zambia 
to provide accurate informa- 
tion to companies requiring 
minerals and to identify priori- 
ties for exploration. 

It savs the organisation has 
in recent vears given geologi- 
cal assistance to various firms 


including Chilanga Cement.. 
Batteries, Mindeco 


Mansa ; 

a . oS ws 
inerals Corporation 

and the Ministrv of Mines. 

Minex whose primary task 
is to carry out explorations 
aimed at confirming the 
pep A of adequate 
mineral deposits ix 
the potential of precious a 
semi-precious stones in 
Nvimba district. 

But it was reported last year 
that efforts to for 
highiv valuable mineral re- 
sources were being constrain- 
ed bv lack of drilling equip- 
ment. 


ZAMBIA 


ZAMBIA has embarked on’a country-wide hunt for gold, says a publication 
from the Mineral Exploration _(Minex) department of Zimco. 








ZAMBIA 


BRIEFS 


MAIZE HARVEST INCREASE--DESPITE a serious drought this year, Zambia is expec- 
ted to harvest about 6.2 million bags of maize--an increase of nearly 300,000 
over the previous year. This was confirmed yesterday by Commercial Farmers’ 
Bureau (CFB) executive officer Mr Jim Woods who regretted that farmers in 
Southern Province would for the second successive season lose about half their 
crop. "It is the failure of the Southern Province crop for the second year 
running that will make the harvest short by one million bags." Zambia would 
need to import about one and half million bags but Mr Woods said although the 
harvest was disappointing, the situation was not as bad as it was in Zimbabwe, 
Botswana and South Africa. "South Africa alone will need to import 22 million 
bags to meet its shortfall." Although most areas in Zambia had reported vari- 
ous crop losses, estimate yields were still higher than last year. "For exam- 
ple, Mkushi harvested 650,000 last year whereas this year they are expected to 
harvest 750,000". [Excerpt] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 1 Apr 83 p 2] 


INDIAN INDUSTRIAL LOAN--INDIA has offered Zambia a loan of K1.8 million to set 
up a small-scale industrial base. This came to light when India high commis- 
sioner to Zambia, Mr Amanarth Ram Called on Kitwe governor Mr Raphale Mwale in 
his office yesterday. Mr Ram said India was willing to train up to 50 
Zambians a year in small-scale techniques and scholarships were available for 
this purpose. He said New Delhi was sending 12 experts on secondment to the 
Small-Scale Industries Development Organisation (SIDO) and should arrive in 
Zambia soon. "Our experience on small-scale industries is at Zambia's dispos- 
al."" Mr Mwale said the director of SIDO had visited Kitwe last week and held 
meetings with council officials on possibilities of setting up small-scale in- 
dustries. [Text] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 4 Apr 83 p 1] 


CIVIL SERVICE SALARY INCREASES--THE Livingstone branch of the Civil Servants 
Union of Zambia (CSUZ) has endorsed a call by the national executive for im- 
mediate salary increments in the civil service. Branch Chairman, Mr Roosevelt 
Mwikisa said in Livingstone at the weekend that his executive supported imme- 
diate negotiations with the government on the salary increment issue. Nation- 
al Chairman, Mr Joseph Jalasi said in Livingstone last week that the union 
would reject any delaying tactics by the government to award increases to 
workers. Mr Jalasi told an extraordinary meeting of the CSUZ Livingstone 
branch, that the union would not accept commissions of inquiry because they 
were costly, out dated and time wasting. Mr Mwikisa said the civil servants 
were entitled to salary increments in view of the high cost of living as a 
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result of the devaluation of the Kwacha and the government decision to decon- 
trol prices. "Prices of most essential commodities shot up in early January 
and the devaluation of the Kwacha by 20 per cent reduced its buying power. 
The government must not therefore delay over the issue of salary increments," 
he said. [Excerpt] [Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 4 Apr 83 p 3} 


JAPANESE TRACTORS--A NEW name in farm tractors is to be introduced in Zambia 
by a local company. According to a statement released in Lusaka yesterday, E. 
W. Tarry of Lusaka are introducing Kubota tractors from Japan. Kubota is the 
second largest tractor manufacturer in the world. A company spokesman said 
that a sample tractor brought into the country a few months ago is proving 
very suitable to Zambian conditions. Initially three sizes will be imported, 
30HP, 55HP and 81HP, all in two and four wheel drive versions. The local conm- 
pany is bringing in the manufacturer's recommended spares stock with the trac- 
tors. [Text] [Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 1 Apr 83 p 7] 


GDR REFUGEE AID ARRIVES--A LARGE consignment of assorted good worth K125,000 
arrived from the Germany Democratic Republic yesterday and will be distributed 
among refugees in Zambia by the Lutheran World Service. Commissioner of Refu- 
gees, Mr Mushyani Simumba was at Lusaka's International Airport to meet Pastor 
Gunther Otto who arrived with the goods which have been donated by the Luther- 
an World Federation. The goods are composed of 1,000 blankets, five tonnes of 
concentrated soup and 2.6 tonnes of clothing for children, women and men. 
Pastor Otto explained that the goods were raised through donations from vari- 
ous churches in East Germany. [Text] [Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 1 Apr 83 


p 3) 


DELEGATION TO BULGARIA--A HIGH-LEVEL Party and Government delegation led by 
chairman of the Economic and Finance Committee Elijah Mudenda left for Bulgar- 
ia last night to attend the fourth session of the Zambia/Bulgarian Joint Com- 
mission starting in Sofia tomorrow. The five-day conference will centre on 
matters pertaining to economic, scientific, technical and cultural co-opera- 
tion between the two countries. Mr. Mudenda's team comprises Minister for 
National Commission for Development Planning Dr Henry Meebelo, Minister of 
Works and Supply Haswell Mwale, Mr Jameson Kalaluka, the Minister of State for 
Finance and a few other officials from government and the parastatal sector. 
An advance party left for Bulgaria on Good Friday. [Text] [Lusaka DAILY MAIL 


in English 4 Apr 83 p 5] 


CsO: 3400/1210 
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ZIMBABWE 


ECONOMIST URGES GOVERNMENT TO ‘PLAN AHEAD' 
Harare BUSINESS HERALD in English 31 Mar 83 p l 


[Article by Lynda Loxton] 


[Text] Zimbabwe has been urged to plan ahead to counter the effects on its 
economy of increasing product substitution in the industrialised world. 


The call came in a paper recently delivered at an executive summit in Harare 
by Mr Roger Riddell, chief economist at the Confederation of Zimbabwe Indus- 


tries. 


"The main message from the industrialised world is that because of product 
substitution, world demand for products like steel, ferrochrome, copper and 
asbestos is set to increase far less rapidly than in the past even when the 


world economy begins to expand again," he said. 


These products earned Zimbabwe $260 million in 1980 or 33 percent of commodity 
export earnings. 


"There is a clear trend, that will become increasingly evident throughout the 
1980s, towards lightweight materials, honeycombs and plastics, ultrasonic 
weldings and the greater use of structural adhesives to replace fasteners. 


"This will have a marked effect on the steel industry and on products like 
ferro-chrome whose demand is closely related to the vagaries of the steel 


market." 


Mr Riddell said a recent study of the US car industry predicted that the weight 
of automobiles would fall by over 25 percent by the end of the decade. 


"No wonder Japan is projecting an annual growth rate of its base metal indus- 
try of 1.2 percent to the year 2000 compared with 7.8 percent in the decade 


of the 1970s," he said. 


In line with these trends, the International Iron and Steel Institute last 
month forecast only a 1.3 percent annual rise in Western world steel consump- 
tion to 1990. With the rise that has already taken place in Third World steel 
production over the last two decades, these trends will reinforce pressures 
for increased protectionist policies from industrialised countries wishing to 


defend their industries. 
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The main substitute in the field is the composite carbon-fibre and worldwide 
production is expected to quadruple to 5000 tonnes by 1985 and then increase 
another tenfold to 50,000 by 1990. 


"Given these trends, it is not surprising to find that Union Carbide--one of 
the two ferro-chrome producers in Zimbabwe--was the first US firm to commer- 
cialize carbon-fibres in that country," said Mr Riddell. 


Copper has in some cases already been substituted by aluminum in power trans- 
mission and was now facing a greater challenge through the development of 
fibre optics--glass fibre for use in telecommunications. 


"Although full commercial development is not expected until the mid-1980s, the 
effects of fibre optics development on demand for copper is already quite dra- 
matic. For example, at the end of 1982 the US firm AT&T announced the start of 
a large telecommunications project in the States using no copper--the firm had 
previously accounted for 5 percent of US demand for the metal," he said. 


Product substitution for asbestos had also advanced rapidly in recent years, 
"spurred on by the dangers to health of using and mining the material." 


"Last month, for example, Turner and Newall (UK), which owns Zimbabwe's largest 
asbestos mine, reached a long-term agreement with a Japanese company to supply 
a synthetic substitute, mewion. 


"Initially, mewion will replace asbestos in 10 percent of the company's asbes- 
tos cement sheets but the agreement is for imports of mewion to increase eight- 
fold by 1986. T&N is considering producing the fibre in the UK, while in Decem- 
ber the West German chemical group, Hoechst, announced its own range of 
synthetic fibres to replace asbestos." 


CSO: 3400/1150 
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ZIMBABWE 


PM NEEDS ADVISORY COUNCIL, SAYS BRITTEN 
Harare BUSINESS HERALD in English 31 Mar 83 p 1 


[Article by David Masunda] 


[Text] A Prime Minister's Economic Advisory Council of representatives from 
each business sector, employers and trade unions should be formed, says the 
chairman of the National Commercial Employers" Association, Mr Mike Britten. 


Addressing the first annual general meeting of the association in Harare last 
week, Mr Britten called for more consultations between the Government and the 


business community. 


"No amount of good work by the Ministry of Information can be as effective in 
combating adverse publicity in some overseas Press, as the good opinions of 
the private sector." 


He said the businessman "of calibre" was not sidetracked by numerous rumours, 
temporary shortages, cuts in holiday allowances or forecasts of doom. 


"There is no doubt that few ministries make any effective attempt to provide 
real consultation with the business sector on any particular proposals and even 
fewer take any notice of the representations which are made. 


"The result is there for all to see; regulations which cannot be made to work, 
shortages when shortage was unnecessary, and inability to implement policy 
decisions at administrative level-—because the difficulties of administration 


were not foreseen." 


He said the Government still suspected the business community and regarded it 
as an enemy. 


Mr Britten criticised some aspects of the proposed Labour Relations Bill and 
listed these as: 


--The discretionary powers the Minister of Labour and Social Services would 
wield provided by the Bill; 


--The increased scope for workers committees...this would lead to conflict 
and duplicated effort; 





--The control of labour flow, this contravened the Constitution of Zimbabwe; 


--Compulsory contributions to trade unions by employees and forced collection 
of dues on employers. He said a voluntary check-off system should be intro- 


duced. 


He said many aspects of the Bill were discriminatory and one of these was that 
an employee was able to give a 24-hour notice while an employer must give a 


month's notice. 


"We believe that once the Bill has been introduced into Parliament it should 
be withdrawn after the second reading and a select committee of Parliament be 
appointed to consider the matter in depth," he said. 


On Monday, another leading Harare businessman, Mr Colin McCulloch, of the 
Mashonaland Chamber of Industries, reiterated the call for the formation of an 


economic advisory council. 


Addressing the 50th annual meeting of the MCI attended by the Minister of State 
(Security), Cde Emmerson Munangagwa, Mr McCulloch, its outgoing president, 


said: 


"Bad decisions are being made because of poor communications, lack of consul- 
tation and inexperience from the Government. 


"The Government has only been in power for just uvcr three years and these 
years have been a learning process, and in any learning, mistakes will be 
made. This is only human but equally it is or should be natural for advice to 


be sought. 


"Unless we move with one accord and work as one...making the best of the re- 
sources that we have in Zimbabwe, we will not achieve anything and we will 


destroy all that we have today. 


"There is no need for wasteful confrontation or conflict, we must devote our 
energies to the task of nation building," he said. 


CSO: 3400/1150 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


BUYING POWER DECLINE--During the three years since 1980 the buying power of the 
Zimbabwe dollar has "diminished by one third" for the higher income urban fami- 
lies, according to the Ral Merchant Bank's quarterly Executive Guide to the 
Economy published in Harare yesterday. "A family income of $1,500 per month 
would be required today to maintain the same standard of living as could be 
achieved on an income of $1,000 per month in 1979." Rates and rent increases 
took their toll with the main cause the higher interest rates announced in 
September 1981 which in some cases caused mortgage repayments to increase by as 
much as 70 percent. The increased excise duties and sales tax from March l 
also pushed up the cost of living. Urban families earning less than $400 a 
month have done better than the higher income earners during the last three 
years--Ziana [Text] [Harare THE HERALD in English 31 Mar 83 p 1] 


DMB LOSS--The Dairy Marketing Board lost $18.3 million through subsidies in the 
12 months to June last year compared with $10 million the previous year, the 
Agricultural Marketing Authority chairman, Mr Paddy Millar, has said. "It is 
now three years since a price increase was permitted on fresh milk products," 
he said in the DMB annual report. [Text] [Harare THE HERALD in English 


31 Mar 83 p 5] 


CHIDO MUZOREWA HELD-- Chido Muzorewa, son of the former Zimbabwe-Rhodesia 
Prime Minister, is still in police custody. Chido (19) and his brother, 
Tanyaradzwa (26), are facing charges under the Law and Order (Maintenance) Act 
for possession of arms of war. The younger brother also faces a possible 
charge of armed robbery. --Ziana [Text] [Harare THE HERALD in English 


31 Mar 83 p 4] 


LOCAL CURFEW LIFTED--The minister of national supply, Comrade Nkala, has 
announced that the curfew at (Lupare) has been lifted with immediate effect. 
Addressing a meeting in (Sholozi) yesterday, Comrade Nkala said the measure 
has been taken because of the cooperation the local people are giving to 

the police and the army engaged in anti-dissident operations in the area. 
Comrade Nkala was accompanied by the minister of state in the prime minister's 
office responsible for defense, Comrade Sekeremayi, the minister of trade 

and commerce, Comrade Hove, the minister of state in the prime minister's 
office for coordination, Comrade Ziyambi and the deputy minister of health, 
Comrade (Sharayi). [Text] [MB231314 Harare Domestic Service in English 


1115 GMT 23 Apr 83] 
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INSURANCE COMPANIES INCORPORATE--The minister of finance, economic planning 
and development has announced that all insurance companies operating in 
Zimbabwe are to be locally incorporated. In a statement issued today, the 
minister, Comrade Chidzero, said the government has decided on a three- 
pronged approach to promote and (?domesticate) industry. First, all insurance 
companies operating in Zimbabwe are to become locally incorporated. Secondly, 
the government will set up a state reinsurance corporation. Thirdly, it will 
enact new insurance laws which will update, accommodate and enhance the 
structural and operational changes that are contemplated. Comrade Chidzero 
said these measures are an integral part of the government's stated policy 

of state participation in key enterprises and of promoting and domesticating 
vital industries in Zimbabwe's national economy. [Text] [MB221846 Harare 


771 


Domestic Service in English 1745 GMT 22 Apr 62! 
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